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During my auditing of UIC lectures, | attended Professor Helen Lee’ s class, Culture, Media, and the Politics of Beauty.
The lecture focused on the connection between fandoms that support the globally booming K-pop culture and political
protest movements in South Korea and the United States, as well as the characteristics of each. As part of the class
preparation, we read several articles in advance. UIC students then gave presentations on the topic, each introducing
their own unique perspectives, followed by a class—wide discussion. This format was a new experience for me, and |
was quite overwhelmed by how actively UIC students engaged in the discussion. There was also a small-group
discussion session. Since | struggled to find the right timing to speak, UIC students kindly encouraged me to express
my opinion. They also nodded attentively as | spoke, making me feel supported, which | deeply appreciated.

Additionally, | attended a special lecture for Kyoto University students by Professor Howard Kahm on Japan—-Korea
relations. Up until now, the history classes | had taken were taught from a Japanese perspective. However, this lecture
provided an opportunity to learn about history from a Korean perspective and to examine bilateral issues between
Japan and South Korea. | had the chance to ask Professor Kahm several questions, and he answered each one sincerely,
which helped deepen my understanding. Through this experience, | realized the importance of studying history thoroughly

in order to discern the truthfulness of information.
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