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First, | took part in the class of TOPICS IN GENDER STUDIES. In the lectures, | learned mainly about the position of women in
Choson dynasty by using historical cultural works such as literature, artworks and so on. It was interesting for me that
Confucianism, which had given strict social norms to people living in the Korean peninsula, thoroughly limited women’s
freedom and rights resulting in a stable society and a lasting nation. This means that the old nation was able to exist by
sacrificing women. Although a long time has past, it seems that men have still big power in a society in Korea, because
Confucianism is firmly embedded in the society and people’s mind so | think we should try to be aware of hidden gender
inequality in people’s works in this era, too.

Second, in the lecture of Professor Kahm, | learned about Socio-Economic stroll through 20™"  century Korea. Thanks to the
Professor’s English which was in appropriate speed and easy to understand for us, | could instantly understand the events
and some problems remaining until now. In Japan, we don’t have enough opportunity to learn another country’s history
deeply, so this lecture let me know the point of view which is hard to know just by studying in my own country. Thank you

so much.




