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3 BINFAE—E

W77+ A

A RS/ Short—Term International Students

\ AR
K4 (Name) K% (University) BPF§ (Major)
(Year)
Sou Gishou [ES7 B R Political Science 3rd
Lee Po Yi National Taiwan | Civil Engineering 2nd
Chiu Pei Hsin University Anthropology 4th
Chan Kin Long History 2nd
Yu Cheuk Pong History 4th
3 2o
Hung Ka Kiu BFETIRZ | History ond
The Chinese ' o
Chan Shuk In University of Linguistics 3rd
Kei Nelson Hong Kong Food and Nutritional Sciences 2nd
Lo Yan Lok Biomedical Sciences ond
Ho Hei Ting Sociology 2nd
Kim Yoo jeong Asian Studies 2nd
Kim Heecue fiR N Quantitive Risk Management 2nd
Jang Nayoung Yonsei University | agian Studies 3rd
Choong Carmen International Studies 4th
Cai Jia Hong History D2
Chen Tainan Law 4th
Du Shanyuanyu Foreign Language 2nd
Jin Li Xiang Government 3rd
KT
Liu Bowei ) . . Foreign Language 2nd
Peking University
Liu Tangxing Economics 3rd
Wang Hanyu Medical Humanities 3rd
Xu Jia Literature M1
Yang Xiaoqing Literature M1
Rade Florian Clemens INA T IV K% | Geography, Physics and Sports 5th
Heidelberg
Guschker Joel David Political Science 1st
University
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S - TR

P

K4 (Name) K% (University) | (Faculty / Graduate (Yoar)
School)

FARAR X-3% Teshirogi Sazuki SCEEAR 4 4F
P #& Nishihara Mai HE T 14
fliEE B§  Somatsu Moe FREAER 14
BHIE 5Lk Tsukahara Kouta PREAR 14F
(I8 EfH  Yamano Mayu HERE 14
JIJE 25 Kawahara Yumeka TSR 24
Wikt BEVE  Katsumura Rumi PRI 0 14
kB %% Kamishima Ken SN 14
MR ¥  Yanagisawa Aya TR TERER 34
W% Mivazaki Mai Kyoto University e 2 4F
Hils Fff  Nakahara Kaho =SS 14
Bk AR Miyanaga Rio =5 24
= ARt Hanafusa Tomoki SCEFED 14
HAS  2#UA Tamura Karen U 34F
AR BEZE  Matsuoka Tamami =t 24
—Jf L& Mitsubori Keina TS 4 4
BpRy 38%2  Nomura Miku ST 34F
BEA #EH  Fujimoto Yuzuki e S 2 4
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MHERRE

RS 77T ANE it 14
Date Contents Place Responsibility
7/29 Arrival in Japan KIX
(R Hotel Check—in Oyado Ishicho
Yoshida Intl. House Room 1, |{[&#f%, RUEHSZ
9:30-10:00 Opening Ceremony & Orientation
Kyoto Univ. |Prof. Kawai, Assoc.Prof. Han
10:00-11:00 Campus Tour
7/30 12:30 Bus pick-up The main entrance
)
( City of Kyoto
13:15-14:00 Courtesy visit to the mayor of Kyoto City Kyoto City Hall . B
EWEEA% Assoc. Prof. Han
Oyado Ishicho, Hiroshi Shibata (Kyoto Election
14:15-16:00 Leucture I:Election System In Japan
The Heian Room Committee)
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
7/31 ; N =
10:15-11:00 Interview for placement W& HdZ, i
(k) Yoshida Intl. House
Prof. Kawai, Assoc.Prof. Han
14:00-15:30 Lecture II: Science KUINEP Lecture Hall Prof. T.Matsuzawa
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House . .
N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House
8/1 N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
() 14:00-15:30 Lecture III: Japanese literature KUINEP Lecture Hall Assoc. Prof. S. Yukawa
, WABEZ, WmieEdR, 1HEh%E
KUINEP Lecture Hall, Int’ 1
16:30-18:00 Lecture IV: KU Introduction Prof. Kawai, Assoc.Prof.
Multi purpose Hall, J-pod
Han, Assist. Prof Nishijima
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House
N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
8/2 . .. . .
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
(K) 10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
16:30-18:00 Lecture V: Agriculture KUINEP Lecture Hall Prof. N. Kondo
10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1 Yoshida Intl. House Room 1 |Lecturer: A. Akagiri
8/3
(4) ) ) N
16:30-18:00 Lecture V: Japanese Modern History KUINEP Lecture Hall Assist.Prof.R. iida
8/4
) Activities and/or cultural visit with KU students
8/5
(H) Activities and/or cultural visit with KU students
8/6 Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House
(A) 7 N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
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10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi

13:00 Gathering at Demachiyanagi Station

14:00-17:00 Corporate Tour: NABEL

87 10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1 Yoshida Intl. House Room 3 |Lecturer: A. Akagiri

(k) Kurama Temple
15:00-19:00 Afterclass Cultural Experiences

Kifune Shrine

8/8 9:10 Gathering at Oyado Ishicho Lobby

(K)
11:00-13:00 Corporate Tour: PANASONIC Museum
8/9
9:00-18:00 One—day Trip to Shiga
(K)
M. Aotani, Assoc. Prof, J. Kawai, Prof. , L. Han
13:30-15:00 Presentation Session Yoshida Intl. House Room 3
8/10 Assoc. Prof
(%) Yoshida Intl. House Room 3, |H.Miyagawa, Prof., J. Kawai, Prof., L. Han, Ass

17:30-20:00 Completion ceremony & Farewell party

Cafeteria oc. Prof.
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BE ¢ pRRERE A S E

About the assessment for
“Kyoto Summer Program for East Asia and Germany Students 2018”

Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences, Kyoto University

Dear Participants,

The assessment of “Kyoto Summer Program for East Asia and Germany Students 2018”
will be done in the following manner:

(1) Attendance and participation in lectures and activities

(including Classwork-lecture, Off-campus study visit, On-campus program,
Opening/closing and wrap-up class session.)

30%
(2) Japanese language class 30%
(3) Presentation and Final report* 40%

*About the Final report

[Due] The final report is due on August 24th, 2018.
[Topic] Write BOTH 1 and 2 below.

1. General impression of the program

2. One specific topic that you have been particularly interested in during this program:
What you have learned about the topic, reasons why you became interested in the topic,
what additional investigation you have done about the topic, and so on. (Examples of
topics from former students include daily use of technology in Japan, use of AED

(Automated External Defibrillator), comparative study about manners, etc.) [300-500)
[Format]

Write your full name and the name of your home university at the top of the report.

The report should be typed in a WORD document, single spaced. See the backside of
this paper.

[Languagel
English
[How to submit]

Please submit to the report to your home university by the deadline. You will receive
information from your university about how you should submit the report.
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B2 ER T A+ — A
September 20, 2018

ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT
Student
Course : Kyoto Summer Program 2018
Period ¢ July 30, 2018 to August 10, 2018

Evaluation : Attendance and participation in lectures and activities (30%),
Japanese language class (30%), Presentation and final report (40%).

This certifies that Cai Jiahong has attended the above-named program and received the
following evaluation.

Marks
Attendance and participation in lectures and activities 130
Japanese language class (Elementary) 130
Presentation and final report 140
Overall /100
Evaluation T

Note : Evaluation Scale A+ :100-96 A:95-85
B :75-84 C: 74-65
D :64-60 F: below 60

Signature

MURANAKA, Takashi

Director

Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences
Kyoto University

_19_



5 BMFEARE
Yi Jie, Tzeng
National Taiwan University

1. General impression about the program

It has been several days after | left Kyoto. Looking back, it seems a very short two weeks living there and
studying together with distinguished students all around the world. The first several days in the program were
a bit of difficult time because never have | been to Japan so that everything is so amazing to me. However, |
tried very hard to adapt myself to this new environment, new lifestyle, and a brand new place for study and
making friends. Actually, there were times of disappointment and confused, but there were always times of
joy, excitement and happiness.

As to the course in this program, the most impressed one I have taken is “Mutual support: Evolution of human
mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees” by S.Yukawa, Prof. I was deeply moved by his spirits, not only
because his in-depth and outworking investigation in chimpanzees but also his enthusiasm for his study
program.

When it comes to the people I met in this program, there’s no words to express my gratitude toward those
supporters and the professors who worked on this summer program. Also, | would like to show my thankful
from the bottom of my heart to Professor Akagiri, who treated his students especially those who are the
beginner of Japanese very nice.

Last but not least, | am not sure who in Kyoto University will check or read this final report but here’s some
maybe sensitive words | want to say. On the farewell party at the last day of the summer program, | have a
short talk with Professor Liyou HAN. During our conversation, | heard that the relationship between Kyoto
University and NTU are getting worse in recent year. Actually, | felt a little bit upset because my home
university are now getting in trouble due to the absence of principal. As a result, there might have some
problems when our sister school have to reach an agreement with us. I can’t represent NTU authorities while
in international affairs or agreement because I’m just one of the students, but I just want to express my thankful
to Kyoto University for giving NTU’s students the chance to visit here. | treasure this opportunity very much,
and | bet all the students from NTU value this chance as highly as me.

2. Comparative study about Amusement Arcade

It is hard for me to choose only one specific topic that | have been particularly interested in during this program.
What’s more, you may regard me as a strange student due to my chosen topic. I select this topic “Comparative
study about Amusement Arcade” because I had mentioned about the amusement arcade as known as »3F >/
= in Japan in my final presentation. Beyond my expectation, this led to a lot of discussion at the end of the
class. Therefore, | thought that the amusement arcade is not only a game center but also a place to know the
different politics about gambling among the countries around the world.

I remember that in our class discussion, we regard Japanese amusement arcade as a gambling center. However,
after some of my investigation | recognize that our conclusion is wrong! To take one of the law that Japanese
legislator had made about /35>~ for example. It is illegal to transfer the steel ball or token that you have
won from the game machines to Japanese currency! In other words, the token you have bought by cash can
only use in the game center. You may not earn more money from the amusement arcade. Instead, you can get
some return by your token like gifts which are presented by the store.

Although it is illegal to change money according to the Japanese law, the owner of the game center come up
with a “good” idea to make this game half-like a gambling game. That is, there’s a store called “TUC shop”
which is established for those who win a grand prize through the »X5> 2 machine. Needless to say, the TUC
shop will not be located in the place near »35 >~  center. If you luckily win the first prize in the game center,
than you will get a “special card” from the authorities of /35>~ 2 center. Later, you can show this special
card to the TUC shop which is located far from the game center to change a large amount of money you have
earned. This “changing money method” is viewed as an legal way because never did people earn money from
the /35> center, instead, they earn from the TUC shop.

In conclusion, we can’t see /35 > as a gambling center due to its complicated money changing method.
It is just like the sports lottery in Taiwan, a gambling lottery game hold by the government. Due to the banker
of Taiwanese lottery is the government, so you can’t say it is illegal. Isn’t it interesting? There are many kinds
of gambling games everywhere and the difference among them are just whether they are hold by the local
government or not. “Gambling” might just be a very superficial noun. As for my opinion, I thought that while
there is human, there is gambling!
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PO-YI, LEE(Z%)

National Taiwan University(E 1752 X=)

1. General impression about the program

In this year, 2018, I spent two weeks joining the summer program in Kyoto University. It's my first time
to stay abroad for such a long time. I met students from various countries, and learned different kinds of
culture, not only Japanese. I really enjoy this program, and I believe that all of us had a great time during
these two weeks.

In this summer program, there were Japanese language class, divided into 4 levels, and lecture class. For
me, Japanese language class is my favorite part. Though I have already learned lots of Japanese words and
grammars, there is lack of chance for me to speak and practice in my country. In this Japanese language
class, the teacher encouraged us to speak out in Japanese loudly, and taught us to make good use of those
words and sentences that we have learned before. The teacher prepared a lot, and explained things clearly,
so I was able to understand every part in the class. I really appreciate the Japanese language teacher,

Shimohashi Miwa( 48 ZE#(). She let me experience a new way of learning Japanese. The second part

of class was lecture class, introducing various kinds of topics and issues of Japan, including election
system, classical literature, Minamata Disease, the spirit of Japanese education, and so on. The most
impressive part for me is undoubtedly the lecture of study of chimpanzees by Professor Matsuzawa. In
this lecture, I learned the chimpanzee activities and the evolution of human mind. Besides, other lectures
were also wonderful, which enabled me to learn different aspects of Japan.

In addition, we also enjoyed great time traveling with KU students after class. In this two weeks, we visited

so many places in Kyoto, including Shimokamo Shrine( F 8§ 7 #L), Yasaka Shrine(/\ I 7 1),
Kiyomizudera Temple(;5 7K=F), Kurama Temple(#% 5555 ), Kinkakuji Temple(sz Bl<5), and so on. For me,
the most impressive part is the weekend trip. There were three choices of tour, Osaka, Arashiyama, and
Nara. I chose the trip to Nara, led by the KU supporter Teshirogi Sazuki(FFiRK & D). We visited

the Toudaiji Temple(58AX=F) and the Kasugataisha(& H A fL). The Todaiji was so magnificent that I
stopped and stared for a long time, appreciating the beauty of big Buddha(1/\). We also tasted Kaki no

Ha Zushi(# (D ZE % 5)) as lunch, which was so delicious. In the trip to Nara, we shared different cultures

with each other, and learned the history and lifestyle of ancient Japan.

Time flies! For me, two weeks are too short to have a whole view of Kyoto, or even Japan. Kyoto is a
place that is worth visiting again and again. During the summer program, I met students around the world.
We learned a lot from classes and trips, and we all shared the unforgettable experience in Japan.

2. The Protection of Railway Cultural Assets
(own chosen topic)
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During the weekend in the middle of summer program, I visited the Kyoto Railway Museum, which
was the Umekoji Locomotive Museum(18/\ & 25 S/ 1% BI & BE) in the past. Combined with Osaka

transportation museum, Umekoji has become the biggest railway museum in Japan, collecting 53 cars of
train. In addition, it also demonstrates railway tunnels, bridges, and even electric systems. After visiting,
I realized the importance of protecting railway cultural assets. To me, there are two aspects for explaining
the importance of protection, which are speed and application.

Japanese railway was first opened in 1872, from Shinbashi(#18) to Yokohama(#&)E). Since then, it had
been quickly expanded, and widely spread during the Taishou(”X 1E) and Shouwa([AH1) years, which were
called the golden time of Japanese railways. The first limited express train (45=%I/E8) started its service
in 1912, connecting Shinbashi and Shimonoseki( I BJ). Then, during 1930s, the steam trains named
“Fuji”(2 ), “Sakura”(#%), and “Tsubame” (%) became the most famous express, which spent only 8~9
hours running from Tokyo to Osaka. After World War 2, the INR([E #%) electric train named “Kodama”( —

7= %) reached a higher speed. What's more, in 1964, the world first bullet train, Shinkansen(FT#F4R),
was opened between Tokyo and Osaka, running up to 200 kilometers per hour, which was the highest
speed in the world at that time. Nowadays, Shinkansen has been much faster. From steam trains to
Shinkansen, we can find that the trains in different times represent the process of people pursuing speed.

Besides the high speed trains, there are also various special cars for different uses, such as sleeper cars(2
& 5IEE), dining cars(EZE8). One of the most famous sleeper cars in Japan is Twilight Express( b 7 1
74 IV XL X), running from Osaka to Sapporo. However, it has been out of service since

Hokkaidou Shinkansen(1b;83&%#F4%) was opened, which shorten the travel time. Sleeper cars are no

longer used, because people don't need beds on trains anymore. Though some of the special cars are out
of service, it has represented various application of railway management.  According above, we can
find that trains are also a kind of cultural assets that record human history. People in the future are able to
understand history only if we keep these old trains alive. Thus, in my opinion, it is our duty to protect old
trains, just as we do for those shrines and temples.

Pei Hsin, CHIU
National Taiwan University

1. General impression about the program

I was impressed by four parts of this program. First of all, the Japanese classes. Because of the Japanese
classes at 8:30 every morning, my roommate and I had to get up at 6:30 no matter how late we went to
sleep last night. It was not only early but also challenging for me to learn Japanese in Japanese. However,

_22_



thanks to these difficulties I met, I also made friends who could get over these difficulties together. Second,
the lectures in the afternoon. It is hard for me to learn such widely lectures which are from biology to
literature in National Taiwan University. Therefore, it was my pleasure to learn both the knowledge and
their attitude when facing studies from all the professors in these lectures. These really inspired me in
terms of doing researches. Third, traveling time after classes. Most of the time, I decided to visit Kyoto
after classes without the KU students group. Since it was my second time to visit Kyoto, I preferred not
to visit the top famous places in Kyoto, such as Kiyomizu Temple, and save my time to visit Kodaiji
Temple and Seimei Shrine, which are not as famous as Kiyomizu Temple and Fushimi Inari Shrine. The
experience that [ traveled after classes were very different from coming to Kyoto only for traveling one
week two years ago. After [ went back to hotel, I would share my feelings with friends in this program.
Then, we would recommend each other to the places we had been that day. It seems like we were tourism
ambassadors of Kyoto for each other. Last but not the least, thanks to all the helps from students and
teachers from Kyoto University, we could learn many Japanese in the morning, expand our horizons in
the afternoon, and then experience the true Kyoto by ourselves after classes. Supports and teachers from
Kyoto University were full of sense of responsibility. Teachers helped us with our questions on both the
lectures and the presentations. Supports helped even more. They told us the easiest way to go to school
from the hotel, and they practiced Japanese conversation with us. What’s more, they did lots of preparation
to guide us in not only Kyoto but also Nara and Osaka. Thanks to all the people with kind hearts, including
teachers, supports, students from other countries, people I met in Kyoto, I could have a successful
conclusion of this program in Kyoto.

2. The Tale of Genji

Professor Yukawa gave us a class about the aesthetics and sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through
classical Japanese literature. She taught us several Waka and Haiku during the class. Since I had learned
about the basic knowledge of Waka and Haiku in National Taiwan University, I am interested in those
Japanese poems that can reflect the mood of poets in the past. Kokin Wakashii is one of the most famous
way to learn Waka and Haiku. There are lots of famous works in it. However, it is difficult to get a
translated version of Kokin Wakashii in Taiwan. Therefore, I usually learn Waka and Haiku from The Tale
of Genji. The tale of Genji was written by Murasaki Shikibu in A.D. 1008, about 800 years earlier than
Dream of the Red Chamber. The character is named Genji, who lost his mother at three, and then found
that his stepmother looks like his mother. Thus, he starts to run after both his stepmother and her niece,
who is only 10 years old. This story is about the romance between Genji and his 15 lovers. When Genji
runs after girls, they will give Waka and Haiku as presents to each other. Therefore, it is another way to
learn more Waka and Haiku. Since this novel is called the world's first novel, the first modern novel, the
first psychological novel or the first novel still to be considered a classic, Waka and Haiku in this novel
are worth learning. There are 795 Waka used in the story. The last 10 chapters (with 177 Waka) are called
the ten chapters in Uji, which is about the story of Genji’s son. As a big fan of The Tale of Genji, I read
this story by manga, animation, movie, and novel. I also visited The Museum of Kyoto (Kyoto Culture
Foundation), The Tale of Genji Museum(it is closed due to repair), Uji bashi Bridge, Uji shrine, and
Ujigami shrine during the program this time. Driving by curiosity, I compare Dream of the Red Chamber
and The Tale of Genji. They are both written about the impermanence of life. Authors of these two novels
had similar life stories. However, Dream of the Red Chamber is the peak of the Chinese cultural, and The
Tale of Genji is the start of the Japanese cultural. These two novels are similar but totally different in their
expression and their literature status.

Kin Long, CHAN
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
1. General impression about the program
Two weeks is not a long time, those beautiful moments in Kyoto just flied in a blink of my eye, it seems like
my memories with all the peoples and places | met in Kyoto was just happened yesterday.
Before talking about my experience of this program, at first, | would like to give my big and sincere gratitude
to all the staffs and student supporters of this program, who contributed a lot to make the whole program ran
smoothly. Their dedication to give the most comfortable experience for the visiting students made me deeply
impressed. | also want to specially thank all the student supporters from Kyoto University, | know that during
the period we visit Kyoto, the KU students were still facing their term examinations and final assignments, so
after the end of the program schedule everyday, they have to study hard at mid-night, but they still willing to
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sacrifice their precious rest time and study time to stay along with us, take us to a number of attractions in
Kyoto City after the lecture and the whole Saturday, it moved me a lot. Their effort really richen our experience
in Kyoto, especially the visit of Fushimi Inari Shrine and watching the cormorant fishing performance in
Arashiyama, they even led us try some Japanese cuisine e.g. Okonomiyaki, all of these are eye-opening for me.
Therefore, | would like to  take this opportunity to express my appreciation of their contribution for us.
Another part of the program is the six lectures. As | am a history major student, the most impressive one is the
lecture about Japanese aesthetics and Literature, which suits my study interest about the culture of East Asia.
As | have learnt some in my home university about the use of natural beings to express personal feelings
(usually sorrow mood) in Japanese literature (‘mono no aware’). In this lecture, the lecturer presented to us
many examples of waka and haiku with the use of seasonal natural creature (flowers, birds, wind and moon),
which make me more easy to comprehend the concept | learnt before.

However, to study Japanese literature, a certain Japanese Language proficiency is needed in order to be able to
read the original texts, as I only have an N5 Japanese language level which is far from reaching the standard,
so learning Japanese is also part of my study plan, the Japanese Language Class in this program thus give me
more opportunities to have conversation with Japanese people.

Lastly, through chatting with KU students, I can also have further understanding on Japan’s school life, It
should be great to go to campus along the Kamogawa river by bicycle in the morning, I regret that | have not
try once during the program.

About the part of field Trips, we have visited the egg-packing company Nabel and the multinational electronics
corporation Panasonic, through the speech of the president of Nabel and visiting the Panasonic Museum, they
showed to me different management strategies of Japanese entrepreneurs in different ages and circumstances,
and also some common features of Japanese company, like family based labour relations (life-long
employment, the introduction of five-day workweek by Mr. Konosuke Matsushita to Japan etc.), focusing on
main industry, avoid expand the scale recklessly etc.

In general, | gained a lot from this program that cannot be achieved simply by a travel tour. | have been to
Tokyo and Hokkaido before, which is well-known as the representation of Japan’s ‘modern’ and ‘scenic’
image, and this time | came to the Western part of Japan, which is nearer to the origin of Japanese ethnicity
(Chugoku chiho) and located at the capital region of Ancient Japanese dynasty, which can show to me the
‘traditional’ side of Japan. I believe that this trip helps me understanding Japanese culture more
comprehensively, and | will keep exploring Japanese culture (both traditional and popular one) in the future.
2. A Brief Introduction of ‘Goshuin’

As Kyoto has shrines and temples around the city, especially those big and historical ones, so | have a lot of
opportunities to visit them in this program. During the visit, | observed that the common activities of tourist
are mainly taking photos, asking for a fortune-telling lot, writing ‘ema’ or buying Amulet and other souvenirs.
Although people usually pay little attention on the ‘goshuin’ granting office where next to the general office,
sometimes tourists may watch around the granting office curiously when people collecting the “goshuin”. Also,
during a trip to Tokyo months before, | have seen an advertisement inside the railway station promoting a tour
to Kyoto for collecting ‘goshuin’ with discounted transportation fee. So the interest of tourist on worshipping
activities and the promotion of cultural tourism made me realized the relationship between ‘tourism’ (economic
interest) and preservation of tradition, and how they integrate in modern society.

‘Goshuin’ is a red seal given to worshippers who had dedicated to the temple, although ancient people may
also give sacrifices, nowadays people mainly give money, usually fixed in ¥300 per stamp.

Originally, transcribing scriptures is the main way for Japanese monks to worship and accumulate moral merits.
In Heian period, Buddhism can be seen as a religion for nobility only, but from the Kamakura period, Buddhism
gradually spread to the commoner class. However, as sutra were usually written in Kanji while most of the
commoners were not literate to write them. Also with the practice of pilgrimage,® transcription of scriptures
should be done in the temples. These two factors led to the evolution of a kind of hand-written seal, which is a
record to prove the person have finished worshipping in the temples. So we can see that ‘goshuin’ is not a
tourist stamp, it should be obtained after completed the whole worshipping process. Additionally, with the
practice of ‘Shinbutsu-shugo’ which combined the belief of Shintoism and Buddhism, the distribution of
‘goshuin’ also provided in shrine.

? Pilgrimage in Japanese Buddhism can be classified as two types, the first one is to follow the worship
path of enlightened monks (e.g. Shikoku Pilgrimage); while the second one is to visit the temples
worshipping the same Diety (e.g. Saigoku Pilgrimage, which are 33 temples in Kansai that mainly
accompanying ‘Kannon’). Worshippers can finish pilgrimage with all the ‘shuins’ of that series of
temples as a proof.
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Even so, the style of ‘goshuin’ written by shrines and temples are varied. The core part of the seal in temple
would be the name of Diety, while the Shinto’s one are mainly based on the name of shrine. Furthermore, the
calligraphic style of the temple’s one would be more artistic than the shrine’s one.

Nowadays, because of the unique architectural style and the historical background of temples and shrines, they
become the major tourist attractions in Japan, especially in Kyoto. Although with big economic benefits
generated by tourism as an incentive, commercialization of religious activities seems inevitable, still there
should be a balance between preserving the tradition and promotion of tourism. The ‘goshuin’ distributed by
temples and shrines should not neglect the original intention.

Cheuk Pong James, YU

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
1. General impression about the program
The Kyoto Summer Program provided a comprehensive and warm-hearted feeling for us to experience the
academic excellence as well as the hospitality in Kyoto University. The program also allowed students from
all around the East Asia and German to gather together and fostered the cross cultural communication. The
program did not only incorporate us into the cultural and academic field of Kyoto, but also became a platform
for participants and supporters to establish valuable relationship. | was particularly impressed with the
arrangement of meeting the Mayor of Kyoto. The arrangement explicitly revealed that the Kyoto University
really valued our visit which made us feel honored. Besides, the lectures in Kyoto University was enjoyable
and thought-provoking. We learned a variety of knowledge from the lectures of chimpanzee, global food waste
problem and Japanese classical literature, etc. Moreover, the Japanese class was so lively and interactive. With
the help of the teacher and supporters, | was able to introduce myself in Japanese within a week. The Japanese
lesson aroused my interest in learning Japanese in the future. For the off-campus visit, we were able to get in
touch with the Nabel company and discovered the unique business culture of the enterprise. For instance, staff
wore uniform and the employer expected the employees to work for a lifetime. This culture was very different
from Hong Kong since people liked to change their job from time to time. By talking with the staff, | could
also feel the loyalty and seriousness of them towards the company. The culture of “Home” was the part |
admired the most in the company as it was rare to see in Hong Kong. Lastly, | would like to express my gratitude
once again to the professors, staff, supporters and all involved parties in the program. Thank you so much for
the arrangement and all the hard work which make this program successful.
2. Gender and Education in Japan
The reason that | have been particularly interested in the topic of “Gender and Education in Japan” is due to
the unbalanced gender ratio of the supporters in the program. | find that there were many female supporters
and few male supporters. Therefore, | start to think that maybe the male students have a weaker English ability
that cause few male supporters participate in the program. To test my hypothesis, | study the education system
in Japan. English is the core subject included in the university entrance exam which means every student has
to study English in order to promote to the university. Unfortunately, when talking with the supporters and
other students from the Kyoto University, | was told that the entrance exam was the only reason for most
students to study English. But for some female students, learning English seemed to be an essential element for
them to achieve a better life and to incorporate into mainstream industries. Then, | check the data of the TOEFL
iBT Tests in 2017. The result indicated that females’ total scaled score was higher than males’ in high school
and college level. In this sense, female should be given more chances in promoting to the university. However,
the gender composition in university tells another story. In the University of Tokyo, there are 11291 male
students and 2711 female students in 2018. Female student is less than 20% of the total number of students. In
the Kyoto University, there are 4807 male students and 2999 female students. The number seems to be more
balanced but the gender gap in education still exists in the prestigious universities in Japan. Moreover, during
the period of the program, | heard the news “Tokyo Medical University discriminated against female applicants
by lowering entrance exam scores”. This further underlines the problem of gender discrimination in education.
The gender gap in education could also cause problems of women in workplace and preserve the traditional
gender expectation and gender role in the Japanese society prohibiting women gaining the equal access and
opportunity in the society.
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Ka Kiu, HUNG

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
1. General impression about the program
This program provided a lot of and valuable opportunities for us to encounter different kinds of people
and stuff, including the student from Kyoto university and other university, such as students from Germany
and Korea, and also the heritage and culture atmosphere of japan. So I think the Kyoto summer school
program is one of the greatest experience in my university life.
In this program we can meet students from different country and major, so we have students from mainland
China, Korea, Taiwan, Germany and Japan. During that two weeks, students from those country can
communicate very well, and share the same passion in study in japan and its culture. Also, Japanese
supporters are all very kind and nice to everyone, and they are eager to talk to us in English and teach us
everything about Japanese history and culture. So I believe that it is a rare chance to communicate with
that many students who have a totally different background.
We can explore a wide range of culture and enjoy the experience. First, in Kyoto we can visit numerous
heritage site and sightseeing spot, such as Fushimi-inari, Yasaka Shrine. So it is a great experience to
explore and visit the temple and shrine in japan, which with an impressive Japanese architecture style.
Second, we can also enjoy some day trip with Japanese students, we can go to some place outside Kyoto
city, and to experience other fun activity, such as the firework festival held in Osaka during the program,
which is also a special event and experience through out this program.
Different types of lectures and Japanese classes which teaching and discussing a wide range of knowledge
about japan, to let us engage into more learning opportunities. We have learnt about the Japanese language,
election system, aesthetics seen from Classical Japanese Literature, the study of chimpanzees, and many
more. Those lecture was held by teacher and famous scholars form Kyoto university, so this was another
important experience to let us explore other field study and knowledge through these lecture and classes.
2. The origins of Japanese ancient agriculture
I was inspired by one of the lecture during the program, which is discussing about the food problem in
future and how to solve the problem. Because of my major field, history, I linked the topic towards history,
and I have studied a relative topic of the origins of Chinese ancient agriculture, I have been interested in
this topic afterward. Therefore, I decided to learn and study a topic about the origins of Japanese ancient
agriculture, especially for the rice cultivation.
After learning and searching for some basic information about this topic, I have learnt and became more
familiar with the geographical condition of japan, for example japan is a country with high humidity and
adequate rainfall, and having many alluvial plain created by rivers, therefore japan are having soil with
high productivity. Another thing is japan has a rice growing culture with a long history. Japanese have
planting rice for thousands of year, and they putting a lot of effort on improving the variety of rice in order
to adapt different weather or let it taste better, some famous example are Akita rice and Koshihikari.
The second point is that the origins of japan ancient agriculture have a very close relationship towards
other Asian civilization, such as china. Some scholars presents a scenario where agriculture spread from
locations in northeast China to the east and north, and so the rice cultivation in Japan is probably starting
in Kyushu which takes the route from Korea and the Yangtze river downstream.
The third point is about the begin of rice cultivation, during the start of Yayoi period, intensive agriculture,
usually described as wet rice production, became established in Japan. In Itazuke ruins where located at
Fukuoka City, and also a Yayoi period ruins, excavations revealed that various kinds of pottery and stone
tools as well as nearby holes for storing rice. There are ruins of rice paddies near the village, and the
existence of irrigation channels for diverting water from a nearby river. So we can conclude that the rice
cultivation technology of that time was rather advanced, and revealed that at the final stage of Jomon
Period, rice cultivation already entered japan.
The fourth and also the last point, is about the other crop cultivation before the Yayoi period. Before the
rice cultivation and Yayoi period begin, the prehistoric Jomon people of Japan, usually thought of as
hunters and fishermen, also practiced farming. Because Jomon oral pathology, particularly the extent of
caries, it is believed that the Jomonese ate much more carbohydrate, the source of the carbohydrate is felt
to be taro as well as millet.
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Shuk In, CHAN

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
1. General impression about the program
The Kyoto Summer Program is definitely a highlight of my summer, for what | have done and
for whom | have met during the two weeks. First of all, | really appreciate Kyodai to host such an amazing
program for us all and | am very glad that | could be part of the participants selected. | would not have
been able to experience the active leaning atmosphere here, to attend all these thought - provoking
lectures and field trips, to meet all these lovely people including all the relating staffs, my
Japanese sensei (who speaks amazingly fluent Mandarin!), all the supporters and all the students travelling
here.
The diversity of lectures throughout the program has stunned me and inspired me a lot. It was really nice
that we could attend lectures of different fields because we get to choose the courses that interest us the
most in our home university but here | had the opportunity to get in touch with something that I have never
experienced or even heard of. The seminar from Prof. Matsuzawa about chimpanzees not only made me
rethink the relationship between primates (and animals) and human, but also stunned me how devoted one
can be to his interest. The lecture about Japanese aesthetics and beauty is also inspiring as this is the first
time that | could truly delve into aesthetic analysis. While we have Chinese poets writing poems about
different kinds of beauty fe nature to romantic relationship, knowing how Japanese poets approach the
beauty they find in life worths our appreciation.
Another part | really enjoy throughout the program is how | could communicate with the supporters from
Kyodai. It was to my surprise that many of them are indeed freshmen to Kyodai but they all showed their
maturity as well as detail - minded personality. They come from different parts of Japan and study in
different majors which | could learn more about the various cultures in Japan as well as the difference
between Hong Kong and Japan, including education, voting system, entertainment, lifestyle (for which
eating manner is defiantly something we should learn!) and even gender issues in Japan. This kind of
cultural exposure can never be replaced by barely browsing through the internet or even books but might
serve as a lifelong change to myself.
2. Waste Disposal Management — a comparison between Japan and Hong Kong
During my stay in Kyoto, | was fortunate enough to experience of the biggest fireworks festival in Kansai
region — the Naniwa Yodogawa Fireworks Festival (KPR 7212307 ) [ [HE K KZ2) on the weekend. If we
were not accompanied by the supporters, I don’t think we would be able to get through all the crowds as
there were estimated over 400 thousand people flocking to the Yodogawa river side.
We were all fascinated by all those creative fireworks blossoming in the sky. One thing, however, strikes
me quite hard when | was leaving the venue. There was plenty of trash all over the venue which
disappointed my quite a bit as | Japanese were always adored and praised by how they disciplinarily bring
back their rubbish back home and sort it according to its recycle label. This kind of respectful and
disciplinary manner contributes to the neatness and tidiness of Japanese streets. And thus | went back to
hotel and started my mini research based on the observation I had in the Yodogawa Fireworks Festival.
To my surprise, itwas the Osaka government that allows participants to leave their garbage on the venue,
taking into consideration that trash might be left on streets when participants were on their way
home which would cause trouble to the stores and streets nearby. By 9am the next morning, institute
recruited cleansers and volunteers had already cleaned up the place and the trash was sorted tidily.
Although T don’t wholly agree on the government’s decision, it’s intention cares about the citizens and
stores living near the venue which is something the Hong Kong government should learn. As over 50%
of the municipal waste is sent directly to the landfill without any kind of processing procedures which
is clearly a waste and a huge burden to the environment, how Japanese government promote and educate
its citizens to take back their own responsibility to the waste they create is what we should learn.

Nelson KEI
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General impression about the program
Since | have never been to Japan before, the impression of this country was formed by watching
Doraemon and Crayon Shin-chan along with enjoying Japanese cuisine in Hong Kong. There is no doubt
that the Kyoto Summer Program has facilitated me in learning about the history, culture, innovation and
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ecology in Japan. Simultaneously, the program has successfully offered me a platform to have a cultural
exchange with students from Japan, China, South Korea, Germany, and Taiwan. First of all, the elementary
Japanese lessons gave me a wonderful experience in learning a foreign language. It was interesting to
know that how some of the Chinese characters transform into hiragana. | sincerely appreciate Professor
Akagiri established a relaxing and interactive learning environment for us. Sometimes, | tried to use some
basic Japanese to introduce to each other even though the sentences may be grammatically incorrect.
Fortunately, the Kyoto University (KU) supporters gave us continuous assistance and encouragement
during the class. Apart from the visit to Kurama temple and Kifune shrine arranged in the program, | am
glad that the KU supporters planned a variety of cultural experiences for us. We went to the Fushimi-Inari
Taisha, Heian Shrine, Kiyomizu Temple, and Shinsaibashi in Osaka. As a first-time comer to Japan, | am
grateful to have them giving detailed background explanation of these sites. Another thing that the
program has impressed me is the positive attitude of Japanese people towards their research and invention.
I observed that the Japanese people are very concentrating on their work which makes them professional
in their field. These observations were made during the lectures in KU and the two corporate tours to
Nabel and Panasonic respectively. For instance, the lecture on the study of chimpanzees given by Professor
Matsuzawa amazed me because his research methods to test the maximum intelligence and cognition of
chimpanzees were unimaginable. These methods cannot be constructed without years of hard work and
his passion for comparative cognition science can be strongly felt. Also, it was a pleasure for me to pay a
visit to Nabel, a company that has a limited number of workers but owns 80% of market share in Japan
and 20% world market share in the egg packaging industry. The sense of belonging to Nabel and the team
spirit among workers were truly demonstrated when | was looking around in different working areas.
There are still retirees working for Nabel, implying a strong bonding between them and Nabel.
Probiotics in Japan The human intestinal microbiota generally consists of 1,000 bacterial species. It is
becoming clear that the gut microbiota composition is intimately linked to our health. The gut microbiota
plays important roles in the protection against pathogens, synthesis of vitamins and immune system
development. Also, an accumulating body of knowledge shows that gut microbiota can be shaped through
diet modification and probiotic supplementation. In Japan, it is easy to get access to the probiotic food
including miso and natto. The first probiotic-containing product that 1 knew was Yakult from Japan.
According to the World Health Organization, probiotics are living organisms that will confer health
benefits to the host when administered in adequate amounts. When | was a little kid, there was a slogan
of Yakult which was “Have you drunk Yakult today?”. This slogan aims to encourage us to drink Yakult,
improving our intestinal health. Despite Yakult contains a cultured probiotic called Lactobacillus casei
strain Shirota, it was too sweet. | drank it every day when I was an elementary school student, resulting in
a drastic increase in my weight. | realize that there is an excessive amount of sugar added into Yakult once
I have started the food science and nutritional studies. There is no doubt that the mission of Yakult is
beneficial for our well-being. However, the health concerns due to high sugar intake may arise. Therefore,
I would like to introduce some alternatives for this probiotic drink that may lighten our worries when
enjoying Yakult. In this day and age, a myriad of probiotic-containing products can be seen on the shelves
of supermarkets and personal healthcare shops in Japan. These products can be in the form of capsules,
powder, and dark chocolate besides yoghurt. If we encapsulate the probiotic powder or compress them
into a tablet, our body no longer needs to absorb the extra sugar. It was noteworthy that chocolate would
be a good carrier to bring probiotic across the gastric acid. If | were one of the product developers in
making “Yakult Chocolate”, I would use dark chocolate that has at least 70% cocoa content. Furthermore,
I would use dietary fibre such as fructooligosaccharides or inulin to replace sugar. This formulation would
have a minimized sugar content with additional antioxidant effect. When | was in the supermarket like
Fresco and Aeon, I discovered that the nutritional labelling information of different brands of yoghurt was
so diverse. In fact, there are two key points to notice when choosing our ideal yoghurt other than looking
into their sugar and fat content. Firstly, the ingredient list should be as simple as possible. This enables us
to recognize whether the probiotic strain added is advantageous to our intestinal health. Secondly, we have
to be aware of the expiry date of the product because it gives us hint about the presence of active probiotic.
If the date is relatively close, it implies that the yoghurt did not experience heat treatment and the probiotic
is likely to be present.
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Yan Lok, LO

The Chinese University of Hong Kong
1. General impression about the program
I was so glad and lucky to be one of the parcipants of the Kyoto summer program this year. In these two weeks,
I had a fruiul and joyful moment with the studentsfrom Japan, Korea, China, Germany and Hong Kong. I love
to join different exchange programs because it isinteresng to learn about the differencesin thinking and lifestyle
between various countries. We had aended lectures about varioussocial topicsin Japan and Japanese culture,
visited numerous historical sites and heritagessuch asshrines and temples, exchanged our ideas with
studentsfrom all over the world. Throughout these acvies, not only our understanding about Japan have been
deepen, but it has also boosted our thinking and refleconsregarding oursociety. Kyoto is a city with the
combinaon of the future and the past, there are a lot of high technology companieslocated here. For example,
the Nabel company which manufactures high quality automated egg-packing machines. Apart from that, the
historical heritages and natural scenery are persevered well, people living in Kyoto treasuresthe long history of
Kyoto being an old capital city. They are restricted to build high and unconvenonal architecture in Kyoto.
However, in Hong Kong, our land supply islimited, hence the buildings are tall and the greenery of Hong Kong
are being considered for housing. Hong Kong focuses more on the future but not the past. Moreover, the people
in Kyoto, especially the studentsfrom the Kyoto University were so friendly and responsible, even though they
were busy at their studies and part me jobs, they were willing to spare their me for us and be our guide. 1 sll
remember vividly that on day 2, we lose contact with one of the parcipantsin Fushimi Inari-taisha, the
supportersstayed 11 9 p.m. there to wait for him. Furthermore, at first, | thought that the Japanese would be shy
and bashful. However, it turned out that they were really acve and easy-going. During the Japanese language
class, the supporters offered their help acvely of translang the teaching materialsto us. It is also interesng to
find out the kanji (the Chinese character) in Japan, mainland and Hong Kong are slightly different but very
similar.
2. Automated External Defibrillator-the situaon in Hong Kong and Japan We have given our presentaon on the
last day of the program, my topic is about the use of automated external defibrillator (AED) in japan and Hong
Kong. Throughout the whole trip, we could see a lot of AED on the streetsin Kyoto, almost one unit on each
street. Comparing to Hong Kong, we seldom see one AED on the streets as most of them are only located at
big shopping malls and sports center. The use of AED is applicable to the cases of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest.
In Hong Kong, there are around 5000-6000 cases of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests every year. The first aid
before the arrival of ambulance is crucial asthe survival rate will drop 7-10% per minute if no one is willing to
perform first aid to the paent. In Hong Kong, the survival rate of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest is only 2.3%,
while it is 5.2% in Japan. According to a survey done by the University of Hong Kong in 2015, only 12% of
the respondent have received the first-aid training, 21% of them were willing to perform CPR and lessthan 20%
of them were willing to use the AED. Recently, there is a report revealed that in the past 6 months, there were
5 people died in the sports center because of cardiac arrest, even though AED were available in the sports
center, the staffs were not willing to use the AED because they were afraid of any lawsuit of liability if the
paentsturned out to be dead. Similar cases happened in japan, in 2017, someone made a comment about the use
of AED on female paent. The clothes of the female paent must be taken off in order to apply AED. Therefore,on
twier, a man pointed out that it could be a sexual harassment and urged people should consider carefully before
using AED on female paent. This caused a big trouble and misunderstanding in the society. Both issuesraise a
concern about the liability of the acon when using AED. From the presentaon, | have found out that Hong Kong
and Japan somehow share a similarsituaon in varioussocial issues, we can actually improve oursociety from
learning the casesin Japan. All in all, this experience is precious and unforgeable, | wish to join more exchange
programsin the future and visit to Japan again

Hei Ting, HO
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General impression about the program
Kyoto, a delicate city acting as a landmark of Japanese culture, is rich in history and humanities. Although this
is not my very first time to Japan as well as Kyoto, studying in a foreign country still remained a lot of
uncertainty which excited me a lot. It was a rapid decision when | decided to apply for the program as a try.
My previous travelling to Japan brought me no priority to join the program, so the opportunity resulted in
surprise and encouragement. Being an enthusiast of Japanese culture, I had studies current social circumstances
in Japan so that school life in Japan is not a stranger to me. Owing to my sociology major in the university, |
learned many of theories on destructing a society along with culture from the book but lacking an actual chance
to practice out in real life. The program provided a remarkable platform to immerse myself in a familiar foreign
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culture that I could engage and associate in depth. Since Hong Kong is a metropolis which administratively
independent of the Chinese government, our education system only takes Hong Kong residents into
consideration. With the geographic limitation, students from other prefectures are rare, if not impossible. This
characteristic results in a smaller range of cultural diversity within a social class and age group due to the
geological differences. Most of the teens should have close food preferences, ways of enjoying their leisure
time and worldview under the precondition of a similar informative experience. However, there is a completely
different story in Japan. After finishing their high school education, students with excellent academic
performance will start considering their further academic development which is going to university. As most
of the famous national universities are founded in the contemporary metropolis due to the long developing
history of Japan, the talented from different prefectures will cross over their hometown and travel to the
university to take the examination. Unlike the high school environment, the university turns into a diminished
mature society with large in-group diversity. Notwithstanding their identical nationality, as a foreigner growing
up in an urbanized lens view, experiencing and interacting between the fine in-group divergences during the
whole journey was so unique that out of my impression and finally conceived of my question.
2. The complicated train system in Kyoto and the social bonding among the prefecture

Kyoto railway system is complicated, comparing to Hong Kong which only has one railway company. There
are 5 distinct railway companies dispersed among Kyoto and each of them are operating around 3 rail lines.
Both private and public railway companies coexisted in the city. Some private company operated as a
corporation holding a variety of business. The Hankyu Corporation, as a private railway company, is famous
for the department stores and other entertainment business, such as the Takarazuka Revue Company and the
baseball business Koushien among the whole country. The multi-business model of a railway company in Japan
is different from Hong Kong which enriches the impression towards an industry. Besides, there are also
nationally public and local public railway companies in Kyoto which is the JR company and the Kyoto
Municipal Subway. Different railway systems are concentrated in different parts of Kyoto and most of them
are linked to another nearby metropolis, Osaka. With this convenient and large variety of the railway services,
residents in Kyoto are able to cross over their prefecture easily for work, education, and travelling. In Kyoto,
different railway systems are also connected to a different centre of Osaka, such as the Hankyu railways will
reach the Umeda and the Kintetsu will reach the Namba within an hour. These highly developed railway
systems have narrow the gap between people from distinct prefecture and increase the mobility among the
countries. In Hong Kong, as our political, as well as historical reason, the daily life of Hongkongers, are highly
relied on local facility rather than the mainland. Most of us grew up, educated and worked in Hong Kong
locally. Instead of traveling to China during a long vacation, Hongkongers tend to travel overseas, such as
Japan or other Asian countries. The social bonding toward the mainland is overall weak which is under the
false impression of political independence. Moreover, without the highly overlapped transportation network to
the mainland, the cores of our worldview is shifted among urban and global rather the country as an
intermediate. In the foreseeable future, high-speed rail connecting the main city of China and Hong Kong will
open to traffic. The situation in Kyoto might be a possible ending to Hong Kong due to the in-group cultural
exchange prompted by the overlapped transportation network. No comparison about the political and social
structure towards two metropolia in worldwide, the historical and political diversity is so interesting and
essential that should be considered as another major reason lead to the further cultural differences between a
country based metropolis and urban-based metropolis. Teased out our unique urban identity, Hongkongers will
experience and react to a completely new story which may the circumstance of Kyoto as well as Japan is an
extraordinary example for us to proceed to the future.

Yoojeong Kim

Yonsei University

In one sentence, Kyoto University Summer Program was the first impression of Japan for me. Above every
other things, introduction of Kyoto University and the lectures gave me insight of how Japan treats academic
disciplines thereby promoting long-term economic and academic competitiveness unlike how academic trend
or culture have been fostered in Korea. Especially, unsparing investment on natural science and freedom that
university faculties and students have regarding their research topic seemed to be definitely the points that
Korea should model on for its long-term academic competitiveness since investment of Korean government
and corporation have been excessively concentrated on disciplines that facilitate to chase short term profit
blindly which in turn unbalances the development of the sectors thereby resulting in various kinds of social
problems and detriments to long-term economic growth and well-being of society as a whole. How
paleontology was flourished in Kyoto University was especially interesting since reflecting on the way Korean
government and corporation financially support and incentivize the scholars, studies that does not satisfy
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practical need of the Korean society would not have developed despite assuming that native monkeys had
inhabited also in Korea.

Also, Nabel tour was great opportunity for me to revisit the contents that I had indirectly experienced by reading
course reader. During the course called “Capitalism and its critics”, | learned that Japanese CEOs are paid about
30 times less than American CEOs and Japanese corporations regard sense of community as top priority which
were a bit doubtful contents when | read about it in the course reader. However, the presentation of CEO
reflected almost every content that the course reader described about Japanese corporation and it made me
realize why Kyoto University was able to openly criticize its students’ low Toefl score which can be shameful
thing for the prestigious university. Superficially, the criticism about the low Toefl score seems to motivate
students to study more, but I thought it also implicitly shows their confidence stemming from firm Japanese
small businesses which satisfy the youths’ desire towards research and strong community spirit which ensures
life-long job in one single corporation and decrease the need for the youths to find job outside Japan.

By this program, | not only got insight of the nation itself but also found the people of Japan who | could model
on. When we arrived to the hotel, the positive impression of Kyoto University people was create since they
greeted us warmly and tried very hard to create welcoming atmosphere. Having close look at their dedication
made me decide to apply for supporter of YKRF (Yonssei Fudan-Rikkyo) which I had hesitated before because
of its time-consuming characteristics and my passive personality.

For 2weeks almost every day nayoung, heecue and me went to the shrine where supporters leaded us to. Every
shrine was different but beautiful in different way also possessing interesting commonalities. They used similar
range and kind of colors such as arrangement of harmony between white, black, red. By being exposed to the
color “red” in Kyoto both in the shrines and traditional markets, | was curious what Japanese perception of the
color red would be. So the perception of the color of the particular nation including Japan can have two different
perspective. First is color perception of the nation from the perspective of foreigners. Since it is gaze of the
foreigners, most of the time it doesn’t have any rationale or logical train of thought but only the direct
impression and intuition that Japanese people use red a lot. And the other perception is indeed the perspective
within the nation formed among the native people. In this case, most of the people agree on their color
perception based on their tradition, common sense, history, etc which compose the symbolic meaning of
particular color. So Japan’s perception of red was very unique since both from the outside of Japan and within
Japan, red was not conceived as symbolic or representative color of Japan but use red frequently as if it is their
representing color. This frequent usage and perception of red is well reflected in the shrines because by the first
impression, we can figure out that the tone and arrangement of red are not intended to be stand out even though
the red color took most spaces which hugely contrasts with China. According to the research and my
experience visiting Shanghai and Bejing when | was very young, both, from perspective of the foreigners and
native Chinese people, red definitely seemed to be their representing color as its frequent usage proves. Then
what would be the difference between Japanese usage of red and Chinese usage or red? So according to my
research, using red in Japan has been purposed on chasing the devil and detriments out from our space or to
wishing some auspicious things to happen interlocked together with imperial patronage, social status system,
exchange with Germany, etc. Therefore, to easily put my research result about color perception of Japan, it is
something like wearing red socks frequently because it is told that they have delivered people good luck by
chance if one wears red socks. China is similar with Japan in that it is similarly wearing red socks. However,
the reason is different. China might explain because the color red represents China the best and is the favorite
color during all time. This contrast can be obviously seen from their shrines which stand out their red color
very obviously straightforwardly expressing that they love red. And here back in Korea, | am studying about
the color usage of the East Asian countries with more concrete supporting ideas.

Heecue KIM
Yonsei University
1. General impression about the program
It was such a wonderful experience living in Kyoto for two weeks. | was able to learn more about this city,
which would not be able to achieve when | travelled Kyoto by myself last year. | highly thank all those
supporters and members who helped myself so kindly, and I think those people are the most valuable things |
received from this program.
I specially enjoyed my Japanese class (Middle Level 2 by Professor Uraki). Animation was one of the biggest
momentum that made me to study Japanese, and this class allowed me to learn more idiomatic and practical
Japanese sentences through watching the animation ‘Sazae-san.’ It was an unfortunate not to finish the whole
class, but | believe that this class made me improve my Japanese class into higher level. Also, communicating
with those Kyoto University students in Japanese, | was able to develop my colloquial Japanese skills and to
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interact different cultures. In fact, | was able to acknowledge that there were many similarities and differences
between Korea an Japan. For example, both countries have Karaoke culture, but in Korea it is for small group
while in Japan it is for whole group’s party. It was very new to see a party room in Karaoke.

Trips to those firms (NABEL and Panasonic) were another fun. Before | attended this program, | have visited
Tokyo for our school’s Global Career Tour program. There, I was able to learn about Japanese corporate
environment. | found out again in this trips that Japanese firms care of people more than their profit. They try
to raise employees and develop with them. When | saw this atmosphere in small-middle corporate NABEL, it
was a fresh shock. | still can’t forget the answer from NABEL’s employee that he is working for NABEL only
because it is close to his house. | thought that it is such a fortune that there is a company that one can work
satisfactorily close to him or her.

Overall, this program made me think again about life in Japan in positive way. | always thought that it would
be wonderful to stay in Japan for a long time and studying there. This extended my question about choosing
my place for exchange student (I was thinking either Japan or Russia) and even, place for work as well.

2. Tea Culture in East Asia

‘Cha(Z%)’ is a common language among Korea, Japan and China that means ‘tea.” Tea culture is an unique,
valuable culture in Eastern Asia. Those unique cultures well represent those whole cultures of countries in Far
Eastern Asia.

To begin with, tea was first found in Ancient China. The earliest history about tea is by Shennong(##£). It is
known in China that he used the tea leaf as an antidote. Then, in 780 A.D. Lu Yu([#¥) wrote ‘The Classic of
Tea(Z45#%),” which is the first book about tea. This book wrote in detail starting from cultivation, production,
storage, evaluation and to drinking way, and this became an important data for studying tea cultures in the
world.

Of course, those countries which are near to China received that tea culture naturally. The first history about
tea in Korea comes about in ‘The Heritage of the Three States(3F=1-A}F).” According to that, Silla dynasty
emphasized drinking tea for social manners and develop of Buddhism from 6~7t" century, and that continued
until the end of Goryeo dynasty. However, from Chosun dynasty, tea wasn’t important under Confucianism.
Therefore, tea culture was not developed about 400 years, until Jeong Yakyong(“d 2F-&) tried to re-develop by
leaving books about Korean tea.

In Japan, the tea culture came in late compared to other countries. The first written report about tea is
“Kissayoujyouki(®245 F_E52)’ by Eisai(7k Ff) about 9™ century. Eisai first seeded tea in Gouzanji-temple, but
the amount of tea that Japanese people could receive was too limited. However, in 16" century, under the
protection of Nobunaga and Hideyoshi, which were two major warlords and the time, Sen Rikyu(T-#I{K)
gathered the frame of Sadou(#%1&), and tea became important.

In those three countries, tea culture has developed by their own ways. For each country, tea has become a part
of a representative of cultural manner.

For Chayi(4%2%), it is a way of evaluating tea. Chinese people think that drinking tea is one of ‘art’ of daily
life. They value drinking good tea with great scenery and music, which naturally made the development of tea.
Of course ways of tea differ from each region in China, but there are 10 important points that Chinese tea books
emphasize — color, scent, taste, shape, water, cup, time, temperature, brew and courtesy. This shows that
Chinese people care about drinking tea in detail, as a proud culture.

Chalye(=}-4]) is an ancestral rites that occur annually from Chosun dynasty. In the word, Chalye contains
Chinese letter ‘Cha.” According to the history of Chalye, the reason this word is contained is that the courtesy
of tea culture was implied. People emphasized on the etiquettes for people and god, and tea was an important
thing to serve.For Sadou, Sen Rikyu connected tea culture to Japanese floral art, architecture and manners. This
culture, especially the way of producing and drinking became important culture until now. It is a strict tradition
for mental training for both server and the guest, which highly represent Japanese culture ‘Omotenashi(35 %
T72 L)

Nayoung JANG

Yonsei University

1) 1 would like to make two points about the 2018 Kyoto Summer Program. One is about people, the other
about the contents of the program. To begin with, two weeks of the Kyoto Summer Program must have required
substantial collective effort by the student supporters, professors, language lecturers and many others. | could
always feel and appreciate their commitments. Especially the student supporters’ commitments were felt, for
they were always around me; during the morning language session, afternoon lectures by distinguished
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professors and experts, corporation visits and sightseeings and even at karaoke nights, student supporters were
with us. Though | was indeed grateful for all their commitments, | also felt something lacking. That is, | felt
the overseas participants of the program were taking all the kindness or service of the supporters but not really
giving much in return. For many times, | realized | and other participants were quite unilaterally getting help
from the student supporters when we were together. The supporters had to find ways to all the sightseeing
spots, brought us there and back to the hotel, checked if everyone is safe and present, sometimes searched for
lost ones until late night and answered all the questions poured down to them. Some may think these are just
duties of the supporters. But I was not just a guest to be treated. Not just my “general impression” but also
reflections, thoughts and opinions of those who actually make this program possible indeed matter. | wonder
what the student supporters gained, learned, felt by joining this program. What were their difficulties or
frustration about the program? Or about us? How could have | and other participants, along with the student
supporters from Kyoto University, worked together to make the program better? If we had time to sincerely
reflect on the program together rather than dedicating the last day to overseas participants’ stage to give
presentations and short speech, it would have been wonderful. I truly wish the program was great for the student
supporters and want our relationships to last, built on mutual support and friendship.

In addition, the contents of the program itself should be discussed. Among different things, | was particularly
looking forward to taking lectures by the Kyoto University faculty. But when 1 first looked at the program
schedule, | was not quite sure why or how certain topics were selected to be lectured. For instance, why
primatology? At the same time it was interesting too because in Korea, barely any university teaches
primatology. But no specific justification as to why these topics were selected or explanation on what kind of
significances of those topics have in Kyoto University or in Japan was given. It was same for one day trip to
Shigaand Lake Biwa. | knew nothing (and still do not really know) about Lake Biwa’s history or significance.
At the museum and from the lecture | learned a little, but even before then I felt | was not sufficient informed.
2) In the application form for the Kyoto Summer Program, | stated | wanted to meet activists and visit the sites
of demonstrations. At Kyoto University, after seeing all the tatekans | realized how ignorant | was — in
everyday life, Kyoto University students and all the other people have already been fighting for their causes
and expressing their politics and ideas in different ways. There was no specific, designated sites or structures
for activisms; they come in every possible form and tatekan culture in Kyoto University was definitely
intriguing one. On the one hand, it is interesting because it reminds me of “dae-jabo” culture in Korean
universities. Back from the day when student activism and democracy movement were huge to today, dae-jabo
still operates as a medium or platform for the students to express their ideas, expose problems within certain
community, call for actions regarding socio-political issues in Korea. While the word dae-jabo itself has heavy
political connotations, Tatekan seems to be used for more diverse and broad purposes, ranging from
advertisement for the student club activities, festivals, important notices to political messages in university
environment. Such differences and similarities noted, on the other hand, it is also interesting how the tatekans
are under regulations these days by both the university and the city government. I wonder if this regulation can
be connected to larger picture. For instance, can it tell me more about general social atmosphere regarding the
freedom of expression, politicized student groups, social movements or even politics in general or conservative
swing? | want to investigate this because as | interacted with Kyoto University student supporters, | noticed
some of the students cautiously expressed that they feel sorry how the tatekans are unilaterally shut down by
the authorities but they also pressed these tatekans are actually causing lots of “problems” and “troubles.” 1
would love to learn more about what kind of “troubles” the tatekans and student culture in Japanese universities
are. Moreover, | want to know if the tatekans are also used to reveal hierarchical violence taken place between
the seniors and younger students or between the professors or authority figures and the students, sexual
harrassment and violence, sexism and discrimination within the universities. In Korea, dae-jabos are frequently
used to serve such purposes and often involved in or give rise to #Metoo movements. | wonder if tatekans also
provide this kind of platform for Japanese students. It would be interesting to conduct research on tatekan and
understand everyday life and activism in Japan.

Carmen, CHOONG
Yonsei University

1. General impressions about the program
I am very thankful to have been able to participate in this Kyoto Summer Program, which has gathered
many brilliant individuals in a central location to learn about the history and culture of Kyoto and Japan.
By bringing students from the top schools in East Asia and Germany together, I have been able to engage
in meaningful conversations on the politics, history and culture of the region, and learn much from them.
While the lectures offered by Kyoto University are introductory in nature, they did provide some insight
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into Japanese politics, literary styles, geography, primatology research, epidemiology and food production
processes. These are topics that [ might have otherwise not been able to be exposed to or learn of if not
for this summer program. The employment of Japanese students to translate lectures held in Japanese was
also very well executed, and I am very grateful for the clear translations made. It might nonetheless be
helpful if the lectures conducted by the university are more in-depth, critical or intensive so that
participants can learn more.

I also found the corporate tour to NABEL very informative, and it opened my eyes to Japanese work
culture, especially of that in a small firm. In contrast, the Panasonic museum tour offered little insight into
Japanese corporate culture. Mr Konosuke Matsushita’s perseverance and rags-to-riches success story was
nevertheless rather inspiring to learn of. It would be great if corporate tours to NABEL or even a gaming
company be conducted for subsequent summer programs by Kyoto University too.

More importantly, I am extremely thankful for the multiple Japanese students that were involved and
worked very hard in this program. Since many of us are not fluent in Japanese, it was great that the
Japanese students organized cultural visits and brought us out for food almost every single day. This not
only made exploring the city a lot more comfortable, but also provided an opportunity for us to interact
with Japanese students, learn more about their culture first hand, and create beautiful memories together.
I also appreciate the fact that there was a specific slot in the schedule to visit Kifune-jinja and Kurama-
dera as these were exceptionally beautiful heritage sites. It will likewise be wonderful if the program
continues to employ Japanese students and organizes visits to heritage sites like this. It might however be
a good idea if the break between classes were slightly shorter. For instance, lunch could be shortened to
1.5 hours instead of 2 hours. This will allow classes to end half an hour earlier, and make time for travel
and visits to cultural sites that typically close early at S5pm.

2. Facing the Global Food Waste Crisis

One of my favorite activities when in a foreign country is observing the way people behave. Of the many
things that caught my eye in Kyoto, the way in which the Japanese consumed all their food no matter how
full they were caught my eye. This was a behavior I felt was unique to the Japanese, and I perked up when
Professor Naoshi Kondo briefly addressed the problem of food waste globally in class. Professor Kondo’s
lecture focused on ensuring better quality food and reducing environmental degradation through improved
production techniques primarily. Given the consumption patterns of the Japanese, it is easy to comprehend
how enhanced grading, storage and processing methods and consumption can align to reduce food wastage
dramatically.

Such production procedures may be useful globally too, given the “cult of perfection” with regards to food.
Food waste has been described as a “farm to fork” problem, where produce is disposed wastefully at 6
stages, namely: at the field, before shipment, in the truck, at supermarkets and restaurants, in the fridge,
and at the table*. With enhanced production processes, the better quality harvest can be stored fresh for a
longer period of time, and thus kept on shelves for longer and consumed.

Yet, improved production techniques only solve a part of the food waste problem. My experiences living
in other cities in the world suggest that the Japanese experience of food waste reduction might be difficult
to replicate elsewhere. Not many people treat their food with as much respect as the Japanese do; few
restaurants offer the option to choose portions of different sizes. As a result, even if fresh produce is of
better quality, they would still be wasted since they remain unconsumed and are disposed.

It would be more important to change food consumption patterns, and a plausible framework to do so can
be seen through the San Francisco-Bay Area wide initiative called Imperfect Produce. The initiative offers
home delivery for food that is often deemed too “ugly” to be sold in supermarkets, and educates people
on how to consume them. Changing consumption patterns would be a more effective approach to reduce
food that is disposed in general.

* Goldenberg, Suzanne. “From field to fork: the six stages of wasting food.” The Guardian, 14 July
2016. https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/jul/14/from-field-to-fork-the-six-stages-of-
wasting-food
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Jiahong CAI

Peking University
1. General impression about the programs
“Kyoto Summer Program for East and Germany Students 2018”was a great program, in which I have
learned a lot. The schedule was quite good for it not only arranged Japanese classes and the lectures of
different subjects, but also included the trips of nature reserves, historical sites, famous companies and so
on. In Japanese classes, I have learned some simple but useful Japanese sentences and practiced a lot with
my teacher and classmates, which gave me a lot of encouragement to continue the study of Japanese
language after this program. The lectures in our program were wonderful, which showed the representative
achievements in different departments of Kyoto University. For example, we were impressed by the
lecture of Professor T. Matsuzawa for his excellent study of chimpanzees. Through the study of
chimpanzees, Professor T. Matsuzawa suggested that in order to develop the ability of human languages,
human gave up the ability of instant memory, which led to a deep reflection and discussion among us. In
the lecture ““ The introduction of Kyoto University”, the professors and students talked about the history,
the achievements and the current situations of KU, which unfolded a whole scroll of KU for us. As for the
trips, I could feel that how deliberated and comprehensive our program was, for all the chosen sites had
their own significant importance and influence in either Japanese history or current life. During the visit
to the PANASONIC Museum, I was touched by the diligence and insistence of its founder Konosuke
Matsushita. This museum also showed us the modern history of Japan by the exhibition of its numerous
electrical appliances. What’s more, it have drew a beautiful blueprint for the future world by the high-
technology of Panasonic Company, which inspired us to think about how to live a better life in the future.
There are so many beautiful and precious memories in our program, but as the limitation of words, I cannot
share them all in my final report. Thanks for this program, all of the professors, staffs and Japanese
supporters are excellent, especially the supporters who gave us a lot of warmhearted companies and
selfless help. I would like to give all my sincere thanks and best wishes to you all. I believe we can meet
again soon in the future.
2. The Tanabata Festival in Japan
Thanks to “Kyoto Summer Program for East and Germany Students 2018, I have got a good chance to
see many traditional festival ceremonies in Kyoto. On August 9, I went to the Kamogawa and joined in
the Tanabata Festival Ceremony activities. It was such a beautiful and romantic ceremony, which inspired
me to do the final report about the Tanabata Festival in Japan.
The Tanabata Festival is one of the most famous Japanese traditional festivals. According to Japanese
folktales, there were two goddess Orihime (a gifted weaver) and Hikoboshi (a hard-working cow herder),
they fell in love with each other and got married. However, they began to neglect their celestial duties
after they got married, which incurred the angry of the emperor of heaven. The emperor of heaven
punished them and separated them to the opposite ends of the Milky Way. They could only meet with each
other on July 7" every year after they both diligently finished their own celestial obligations.
In Japan, the Tanabata Festival had several changes in different historical periods. At the beginning, it was
a legendary story which came from China and then it became a festival held in the imperial court during
Nara period. The emperor and aristocrats in the imperial court would hold poetry contests to celebrate the
festival, just as what the Tang Dynasty did in China. In the Edo period, it became people’s festival and
gradually merged with Japanese traditional stories, such as the story of tanabata-tsume. People would
write wishes on tanzaku and hang them to branches of bamboos. On the next day, people would put these
branches of bamboos and the lanterns in the river, and let them float with the water. In this way, they
believed that their wishes would come true, and the bad luck would be taken away. During Meiji period,
the Japanese government canceled this traditional festival, but there were still some festival ceremonies
held in the local society. After World War II, the government began to encourage this traditional festival
by a kind of commercial way, in order to recover from the economic crisis. Today, if you visit Japan, you
can not only see the festival activities held by the private families, but also various ceremonies and
commercial activities held by the government and the big companies.
Although the Tanabata Festival originated from China, there are some differences between the Tanabata
Festival and the Qixi Festival. As for the Qixi Festival in China, it was a love story between the Weaver
Girl and the Cowherd, between Goddess and human. In this legend, the Weaver Girl went to see the
Cowherd at first, and they were separated by the Queen of Heaven for that Goddess could not be married
with human. As for the Tanabata Festival in Japan, it was a love story between the Weaver Girl and the

_35_



Cowherd, but they were both Goddess, the Cowherd first went to see the Weaver Girl by boat, and they
were separated by the Emperor of Heaven. In China, the Qixi Festival was mainly for female, who wished
they could be clever and deft as the Weaver Girl so that they could get a true love and a good marriage.
While in Japan, the Tanabata Festival was not only for female, but also for male and children, all the
people could celebrate this festival and make wishes. At last, the Qixi Festival is celebrated on July 7" in
the lunar calendar, while the Tanabata Festival was celebrated on July 7" after 1873.

The differences and changes between the Tanabata Festival and Qixi Festival reflect the changes in the
culture and history of both countries . However, the legendary of the Cowherd and the Weaver Girl and
its related ancient customs have enabled the profound traditional culture and unique craftsmanship to be
passed on and inherited during different generations in both China and Japan. More significantly, it has
conveyed the people’s hope for true love and happy life.

Tainan CHEN

Peking University
1. General impression about the program
It’s my honor to have the opportunity to take part in this program and I really cherish those shiny days spent
with lovely teachers and friends in Kyoto. | want to say thank you for all the people who work so hard on this
program and bring me such unforgettable experience.
The biggest fortune for me is to meet wonderful students from East Asia and Germany. Although it was a short
period of time to stay together, we’ve established profound friendship during the two weeks. The supporters
from Kyoto University spent so much time on guiding us around the city, helping us on Japanese study, caring
for our accommodation and so on. Their enthusiasm and kindness will stay in my mind forever. Meanwhile,
we international students gained big pleasure through studying together, playing together and living together.
We not only acquired abundant knowledge about amazing culture and lifestyle in other countries, but also
learned good qualities from each other.
Also, the Japanese classes and the lectures left a deep impression on me. On the Japanese classes, we made up
groups and studied basic Japanese words and sentences with the great help of the teacher and the supporters. |
was totally blind to Japanese before joining in the program and | found lots of difficulties as a beginner,
however, 1 finally learned a lot because they were so patient and passionate to teach me. As for the lectures,
Kyoto University offered us with lectures in vast fields such as politics, nature, food, literature and zoology.
The descriptions, analyses and views provided by the knowledgeable professors are still vivid for me(l
especially bear the lecture on chimpanzee study in mind).
The last but not the least, | really admire the beautiful scenery in Kyoto. The city is dotted with thousands of
shrines and temples, which always reminded me to ancient Japanese history and culture. And those traditional
buildings are truly in perfect harmony with mountains, trees and streams protected so well by modern people.
Rambling on through those historical sights made me feel peace and delightful. And Japanese people seem to
enjoy lots of traditional festivals. The softest thing moving my heart is to see boys and girls who go to the
firework festival dressed in Kimono. In addition, I’ll never forget those tender nights walking along the bank
of Kamogawa River, feeling the cool air and hearing the sound of water.
In a word, the two-week program really opened a brand new world to me. | want to express my thanks again
to everyone | met in Kyoto and I will remember those warm days for good.
2. Modern female university students ’opinion towards late marriage and non-marriage: A comparison
between Chinese and Japanese
Nowadays, both Mainland China and Japan are suffering aging and lacking labor problems, which are directly
related to an increasing number of younger generation who choose a late marriage or even no marriage. And |
found it interesting when many young female friends of me decided so, and all of them are highly educated
university students. That may mean some vital changes happened on modern women. As we discussed about
this phenomenon during the two weeks, | wondered where Chinese girls and Japanese girls think different or
similarly on the issue and what are the reasons for the phenomenon. Therefore, | did a survey on 6 female
supporters from Kyoto University and 6 girls from Peking University. By collecting ideas towards late marriage
and non-marriage, | made a brief qualitative comparison between Chinese and Japanese.
The first result is about ideal marriage age. Most girls expect to get married between 25-35. Generally, Chinese
girls prefer a later age to be married (later than 30 or higher), and they easily accept themselves to get married
very late or stay single. But most Japanese girls don’t want themselves to marry too late or stay single. As for
the reasons for deciding the ideal age, both Chinese and Japanese pay much attention on completing the
education. However, Japanese girls think more about suitable age for pregnancy and work, while Chinese
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consider more about the couple’s mental maturity and stable life. That may explain why Chinese girls tend to
choose a later marriage age.

When it comes to why more modern young girls choose a late marriage or stay single, nearly all the Japanese
girls mention that more girls are going to work and it’s hard to balance work and family. However, only some
Chinese girls think as above. Most Chinese conclude that through developing hobbies, girls can be independent
and abundant mentally and they enjoy the freedom of being single.

Another factor that influence late marriage or non-marriage may be the open idea on the relationships between
marriage, love and sex. Nearly all the Japanese girls think love relationship may have nothing to do with
marriage, so does the sexual behavior. Enough love relationship can make girls feeling mentally full, so they
don’t expect a marriage. Chinese seem to be a little conservative. About half of Chinese girls can’t accept love
relationship or sex that have nothing to do with marriage. But the idea is becoming more open.

Finally, half of the girls think that there will be more negative than positive changes after getting married. Both
Chinese and Japanese are worrying about losing personal space and privacy. We can see today’s girls need
more independence and space, but today’s normal family may not do well in it. That may be another reason for
late or no marriage.

That’s the brief introduction about what I learned from the survey, and I will study further on this topic.

Shanyuanyu Du

Peking University
1, If I am required to describe the program with just one word, I would say, “comfortable”. The schedule is
well formed with serious Japanese classes on the hand, interesting activities and visiting trips on the other.
Especially the Japanese supporters have brought us much help and original experience of the Japanese culture,
which can’t be replaced by any other people. These friendships with all those sweet peers are just too valuable
to cherish. | remember the joy, when | write the birthday card for Miku and the appreciation for Kaho, when
she helped me to deal with the cash problem.
Always thanks to all the supporters, professors, teachers and staffs, who offered their time and help out of no
reason. Two weeks of time are just too short to understand a whole country or even a university. It is those
communications between us and the Kyoto University’s students that have narrow down the gap so efficiently.
This word, “comfortable” , can not only define my feeling with this program, but also my feeling with this city.
While sightseeing the city, | found the beauty of contradiction of her. I believe, she is truly the combination of
tradition and modernity, Japanese feature and western creation. For example, Kyoto city preserves thousands
of temples and shrines, which costs way more than building skyscrapers. Even the height of the building here
is not enough, but the height of the company’s quality is definitely amazing. Everything here is changing with
time but never lose the character of what they are. If | am exploring the ideal attitude towards life, | would
appreciate this one. People are always growing, which is the truth that we can't deny. However, in which way
we grow is much more important than the growing fact.
This program has provided me with so many valuable things, friendships, knowledge and most importantly,
the ideal life that | always wanted.

2.Today my topic is what is & L & in the Japanese society? | would like to begin my report with very casual
examples. “¥37° % ¥ 72 VY7, a normal sentence that people would say, when they welcome the family back.
That’s also what I heard when I got back to the hotel. Well, I am no family to them, | even may not understand
Japanese. But they still do it every day with smiles on their faces. The second example happens in the program,
the day we went to K FLAi1n7, we lost a member when we came back, I considerate the situation not so serious,
but the supporters wait there until 10pm that day. After that | realize, if you feel comfortable yourself, that
means some else have taken the hard part for you. That’s what I’ve observed and what I am surprised. If you
argue that the hotel does it because you paid for the service and the supporters do it out of responsibility. Then,
let’s make more examples. Traffic light, you may have notice, there is always five seconds of time when the
both ways are red lights, which means, we offered some time for those rush ones to continue their ways and to
keep them save, we would like to take our time. Five seconds are not long, but every five seconds in each
crossing road may costs way more. Japanese people are just willing to pay the time to insure other’s safety.
Tableware, we all know that after the meal to give back the plate. Furthermore, to classify the tableware in
different windows. Furthermore, to clean the makeup on it for easier washing later. Well, is it too much trouble
for us? Yes, but it will also reduce the work for the kitchen. | remember at Nabel, the proprietor said in his
presentation that “all for one and one for all.” is the principle of the company. This sentence is much more easy
to write than to do. Because you see, the precondition is giving and you don’t ever expect others to pay you
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back at once. Some people may take it for granted, while some others notice this kindness and treasure it, follow
it, pass it on. So, if we take our trash home then we will get a beautiful and clean street without stinky for free.
If we all flash the toilet and clean it every time after we used it, then we will get a brand new experience the
next time. If we all follow the traffic instruction after firework party (fE:k K<) |, then we will all get home
safer and sooner. What is 8 L & in Japanese society? I’d like to conclude it as, we take trouble for others
and the same time for ourselves.

JIN LIXIANG

Peking University
1. General impression about the program
I am really appreciated that the first city | lived in Japan was Kyoto. And the first summer program | joined
was the KYOTO UNIVERSITY SUMMER PROGRAM. Although it was my first time to Japan and two weeks
were never enough for me to feel the exquisite city, | still learned and was moved a lot through this program.
One of the most impressive experience in this program was that I’d met such nice people. Still I can remember
most of those communications | had with the supporters and the teachers. We were such different whereas we
were such similar. And despite those differences between us, we could still make beautiful memories through
our conversations. Besides, in those days conversations with the supporters, | saw their enthusiasm, their
worries and also their vigorousness to the future. | found that no matter how different our cultures are, we are
just the same people living in this complicated world.
Another memory that | want to cherish is my impression of Kyoto. | scarcely saw any tall buildings in Kyoto
except the shopping malls in Sanjo. | thought it was because of the earth quake until | asked the reason to a
supporter. She told me it was for the conservation of historic and traditional sites. Once the city filled with
modern high buildings, there won’t be any traditional views which has always been the main spirit of this city.
Last but not least, I’ve learned a lot from Japanese class. I’ve learned some Japanese words and sentences
which gave me great fun to use it in daily life. And those values and minds reflected from the language did
inspired me a lot.
Know | am alive with those precious memories made in that two weeks and thanks to those people and
experience | can see the possibility of knowing each other better and making a more consonant world.
2. Connections and Features
Since | believe a person who want to understand the culture and spirit of East-Asia must know the Buddhism,
I went to some temples in Kyoto to make comparisons with Chinese and Korean temples. And | did find a point
of difference.
It was the color. Temples in Japan were coated with black and white. At the first time I saw it, | was shocked
by its solemnity. I thought it was because of the huge scale of the temples until I noticed the colors. Since one
of my great interests is to find the connections and features between cultures, | recalled what were temples in
China and Korea like. Temples in China used red and yellow colors while temples in Korea were colorful.
According to my study, black implies self-control and discipline, independence and a strong will, and giving
an impression of authority and power. And white offers an inner cleansing and purifying of your thoughts,
emotions and, ultimately, your spirit, refreshing and strengthening your entire energy system. Red,
corresponding with fire, symbolizes good fortune and joy. A red envelope is a monetary gift which is given in
Chinese society during holiday or special occasions. The red color of the packet symbolizes good luck. Yellow,
corresponding with earth, is considered the most beautiful and prestigious color. The Chinese saying, Yellow
generates Yin and Yang, implies that yellow is the center of everything. Associated with but ranked above
brown, yellow signifies neutrality and good luck. Yellow is sometimes paired with red in place of gold.
It reminded me of the personalities of Japanese, Chinese and Korean. Traditional Japanese values revolve
around pride, honor, discipline, hard work, self-sacrifice, loyalty and modesty. They are loyalty, obligation,
self-sacrifice and discipline which means they put more emphasis on harmony with others just like the color of
black and white. Korean temples are colorful just as the characteristics of Koreans. They are permeated with
feelings and emotions, they called themselves “people filled with emotions”. Meanwhile,
In some perspectives, we can find a few similar cultures between these three countries. And we also added our
own characteristics into the cultures. It means that we have possibilities to understand each other and keep
developing personalities. Since it is such important to strengthen the belt between these three countries, to
understand the connections and features between Japan, Korea and China will lead us to a more beautiful future.
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Bowei, Liu
Peking University

1. General impression about the program
As a big fan of Japanese culture, I’ve been very much looking forward to this program since the moment I got
in. Nevertheless was I so surprised and excited when I first arrived at Kyoto. Though my flight was postponed
because of typhoon, on the bus to Oyado Ishicho Hotel, all I see was the breathtakingly beautiful clear blue sky.
And from that very moment a weary soul was settled. Perhaps that’s exactly what people call “love at the first
sight”. Then we came to meet two of the supporters from Kyoto University, Teshirogi Sazuki and Hanafusa
Tomoki. For the whole two weeks, Sazuki san has always be around for us, being patient, considerate and
helpful. And Tomoki kun is a sparky boy whose fluent English and beautiful voices I believe deeply impressed
us all. Though he can’t see, he’s got a heart as bright as the clear blue sky in Kyoto. In the following several
days, we gradually got to know all the supporters, Rumi, Yuzuki, ken, Keina, Miku, Mayu, Anna, Aya, Moe...
with them everyday in Kyoto couldn’t be more delightful. Also I’m grateful from the bottom of my heart to all
the professors and staff members in Kyoto University whose endeavor eventually led to the success of the
whole program. I really look forward to their visiting Beijing one day, and I will definitely try my best to be
their supporter, to support them the way the did to me. This program turned out to have gone far beyond my
expectation, and has already become so precious memory I’ll cherish forever. Thank you, Kyoto, for an

unforgettable summer experience! ¥ 72K % 77!

From the Past, to the Future—Japan’s tradition and modernity with Kyoto city as example

2. At the very beginning of this program I said I was a big fan of Japanese culture. I do not only fancy Japanese
animation and music, but also find many qualities admirable, such as diligence, consideration and good manner.
These qualities have played a very important role in the development of Japan toward a highly-developed
society. Among the many successes of Japanese society, the delicate balance between traditional and modern
culture is what I find most interesting. Furthermore, personally I think this perfect combination is best
exemplified by the city we’ve been getting to know—Kyoto.

According to my personal experience during the past 2 weeks, Kyoto is a city that apparently has two
sides. It is a traditional city renowned for historical legacy, with thousands of temples and shrines, traditional
clothing and handcraft can be seen everywhere, and Kyoto people lead a very regular and healthy life. People
get up early in the morning to go to school or go to work , and from time to time you can see people do exercise.
Even shops in the most busy streets are closed by 10 in the evening, then the city falls asleep. On the other
hand, Kyoto also has always been a pioneer in technological innovations. With information technology and
electronics being its key industry, Kyoto is the home to the headquarters of many famous Japanese companies.
Also excellent higher education and research institutions like Kyoto University can be found. Moreover, Kyoto
is the hometown of many Nobel prize winners. Though Kyoto is not a typical big city, nevertheless we enjoy
the convenience of living here. Mature tourism also contribute greatly to local economy. However, because of
the perfect harmony of tradition and modernity it has achieved, we hardly noticed the blurred boundary between
these two parts in our lives. In general, it can be said that life in Kyoto is convenient but not impetuous, people
in Kyoto is progressive but not anxious. We can see that Kyoto strikes a delicate balance between tradition and
modernity. And I wonder how Japanese people achieve this kind of balance.

There are three main factors contributing to the successful preservation of tradition. Without doubt,
effective legislation is involved. Japan has one of the earliest and most complete law system for traditional
culture preservation. Legislation for traditional culture preservation started not long after the Meiji Restoration
of 1868, with the enactment of the Plan for the Preservation of Ancient Artifacts. And now the Law for the
Protection of Cultural Properties provide legal support for the protection of a wide range of cultural properties,
including tangible and intangible cultural properties and historical sites, Places of scenic beauty, and natural
monument.

The second most important factor is sufficient funding. One thing that we should especially take notice is
that funds are not only provided to existing cultural properties, but also to people who are relied on to continue
the tradition. Last but not least, education plays an essential part in tradition’s passing down from one
generation to the next. And the key point in education lies not in cramming relevant knowledge to peoples’
heads, but to increase the chance of getting in touch with tradition as much as possible. Tradition is not
preserved in a shelf, it should flow in people’s blood, and live on in our lives.

Apart from preservation of tradition with distinguishing characteristics and merits, Japan is a also well
known for leading the world’s technological innovation, fashion, architectural design and so on. While peoples
usually focus on modern technology research and application, I would like to mention the preservation of
tradition as a very important basis. Japan’s success in achieving perfecting harmony between them already
hinted that they should not be looked into in a completely separate way. First of all, tradition is accumulation
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of culture from the past, like a staircase it offers people mental nourishment and abundant resource of
inspiration, enabling us to reach for higher achievements. Apart from that, it’s also indispensable in preserving
the long-developed virtue of a people, giving them inner motivation to ceaselessly pursue. For instance Zen
Buddhism has fostered such mental qualities as preference for self-reliance, the direct approach, and a
willingness to work hard and to sacrifice comforts. Confucianism emphasizes learning and group harmony.
Shintoism encourages the open acceptance of sensual gratification. It is argued that these values have shaped
the course of modern technology in Japan, a course that both advanced and developing countries can learn from.

Another important factor is openness and freedom. Innovation is the art of excavation of potential.
Therefore space for imagination, for improvement and development is definitely needed, both in terms of actual
space and invisible time and spiritual world. Openness, as we know, has long been the worldwide famous virtue
of Japanese people. However, also we shouldn’t neglect the fact that Japan has never accept foreign cultures
unconditionally or blindly. She has a strong stability against the excessive influx of foreign elements. usually
at the beginning of her important reforms, Japan was strongly fostered and stimulated by foreign cultures,
however, later on tradition begin to revive in a whole new way with improvements based on advantages of
foreign cultures, which eventually make foreign culture contribute to Japanese society in a most effective way,
and therefore perfectly become a part of it. Freedom allows creation, with Spare time and energy for bold
imagination and unusual ideas, which provides us with A somehow detached point of view, a breakaway from
daily life, based on which creation is possible. The picturesque scenery, tranquility and the peaceful life in
Kyoto is what I believe to be the underlying impetus for innovation.

Last but not least, the character of Japanese people lies in the very center of Japanese culture. Ceaseless
effort towards perfection, built-in urge to progress, careful detail management, and the quality individually
demonstrated as consideration and socially demonstrated as a sense of responsibility. These can be found in
Nabel, in Panasonic, in responsible teachers and supporters from Kyoto University, in our hotel manager, and
basically everyone you meet in Japan. That’s what truly makes this country fascinating and admirable.

Tangxing, Liu
Peking University
1.General impression about the program

I still can not believe that the program has already ended in 11 August. The program is a wonderful dream
that I don’t want to wake up from.

In Kyoto Summer Program 2018, I was deeply impressed by the beauty of Japanese landscape and
helpfulness of the supporters.

Japan used to lead the economic development of Asia, and still is one of the leaders in economy of the
world. With a prosperous economy, Japan is able to maintain a beautiful environment. At the same time,
Japanese leads an environment-friendly life style which we should learn.

When it comes the lovely supporters, [ must say that they’re really considerate and helpful. It’s my honor
to meet and make friends with them. Only with supporters’ help can we finish the program successfully. I want
to express my gratitude to Sazuki especially. She’s really kind and patient, offering all kinds of guidance to us.

This is the first time I’ve been to Japan and under the help of Kyoto University I’ve learned a lot about
Japanese language and the Japanese culture. I am really thankful to the teachers, supporters and all the Japanese
people who have helped me. It’s an unforgettable memory for me and I hope to go to Japan again one day.
2.Environment Changes in Japan and China

The topic that first comes to my mind was the various temples and shrines of Kyoto. And that’s exactly
the theme I talked about in the final presentation. But I changed my mind when I come back to my hometown.
Because I found something different the sky was not as blue and the streets were not as clean as those in
Kyoto. What’s more, I can no longer see the stars ahead in the dark night due to too much dirt and light in the
night.

That’s not only the case in my hometown (Ganzhou, a city located in Southern China). In fact, many cities
face the same disturbing problem environment deterioration.

When I started to study in Beijing in 2015, the environment there in winter was disappointing. It’s very
cold in winter, so the government burned much coal to provide warm vapor steam to the household. However,
the process of burning coal omitted a lot of CO, SO, and other green-house gas, finally leading to the heavy
haze in Beijing. In days of haze, everyone had to wear masks for the sake of health. To some extent, the bad
weather was a barrier to a civil society.

Hopefully, things get better and better in Beijing after 3 year’s effort to control the pollution. I can always
enjoy the pretty landscape of Beijing under the blue sky without any haze now. And the environment of my
hometown also improves a lot, though still not as good as that in Beijing or Kyoto. The transformation of
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environment happens all over China.

How does the transformation happen? As far as I know, the central government of China used to assess
the officials only by the GDP. And that gave the officials much incentive to develop the industry which could
boost the economy, putting the environment aside. That’s why the environment of many places had deteriorated.
Things began to change after the new president came to power. The central government modulated the
assessment standard, adding the environment condition into the assessment list. As a result, local governments
conducted many programs to improve and maintain the environment. The process of protecting the environment
is still on the way.

Let’s turn to Japan. I believe that everyone who comes to Japan for the first time has the same feeling: the
environment is so excellent! I don’t have to mention too much, just giving one point is enough you can see
the stars in the night. It’s the most memorable experience to lie alongside the Kamogawa River and see the
twinkling stars.

. Y -

Picture 1: The Kamogawa River

Here comes the question: dose Japan always keep such a good environment or has Japan gone through a
same transformation just as China? To find out the answer, I did some research. And the answer is that Japan
is not “born” to be a clean and tidy country. Actually the environment used to be really awful in Japan in 1960s.
After world warll, the economy of Japan began to take off under the help of America. In that time, Japanese
people didn’t give much attention to the environment protection. And the environment of Japan deteriorated
because of industrial pollution. It finally gave rise to the heavy haze in Tokyo, just like the case in Beijing. It
took Japanese several decades in environment management before Japan finally turned into prestigious country
famous for its tidiness.

Picture 2: Tokyo with heavy haze, 1968
And in the program there’s two lectures referring to the pollution of Japan. One is about the minamata
disease (7K{2J%), the other is about the Lake Biwa (£ E#). From these lectures, I know that up to now the
Japanese government has not solved the issue of minamata disease thoroughly. Many residents who got
minamata disease due to the chemical pollution are not officially recognized as the victims. Therefore, they
can’t get the compensation and many of them lead a hard life. As to the Lake Biwa, the water there deteriorated
in 1960s, and it took the government over 30 years to make the lake clean again. So we can conclude that for

both Japan and China, the development model is very similar: to pollute firstly in exchange of prosperous
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economy and then start to restore the broken environment. That’s exactly the old-fashioned viewpoint of “grow
now, clean up the environment later”. Japan has gone through the whole process but China is still in the way.
Honestly speaking, that’s really a bad way for social development. It is inefficient and not environment-friendly.
That’s why we advocate sustainable development now. Sustainable development, by the definition of
Wikipedia, is the organizing principle for meeting human development goals while at the same time sustaining
the ability of natural systems to provide the natural resources and ecosystem services upon which the economy
and society depend. It indicates that when developing the economy, we should take the environment into
consideration. After all, nobody will feel happy if surrounded by tons of smelly trash. I hope that sustainable
development will be adopted by everyone and all the countries. And under the guidance of sustainable
development, I’'m confident that before long China will become a beautiful country like Japan!

Hanyu WANG
Peking University

General impression about the program

The program was well-structured and properly designed. The program could be divided into four parts:
Japanese language, lectures, sightseeing and visiting, and communication with other students.

As a beginner in Japanese language, the level 1 Japanese course was very clear and understandable. In such a
short time, we had no time to go over Kana. Instead, we learned a lot of useful expressions. In the class, the
teacher served as an organizer and the teaching work was done mostly by Japanese supporters, which was,
seemed to me, a great idea because we could get individual tutorial on pronunciation.

The lectures covered a wide range of subjects, which was quite impressive. Some of the lectures were
interesting and captivating. For example, the one in primatology. | knew before that Japan is very strong in
primatology and the professor was very informative. Some other lectures, seemed to me, could be improved a
little. Lecture might be different from PPTs otherwise we could just read them by ourselves. Thus, | would
suggest that lecturers should add more explanations expect from PPTs and have more interactions with students.
We visited a lot of temples and shrines, which was very beautiful and demonstrate the profound history of
Japanese culture. | was interested in religion so the sightseeing help me a lot. The natural beauty and
architectural elegance in Kyoto were also amazing. Visiting in two companies, NABEL and Panasonic, was
one of the best part of the program for me. In NABEL, the lecture delivered by the CEO gave me a new idea
of management and entrepreneurship. Panasonic demonstrated Japanese dedication and tenacity. It might be
better to change some of the lectures in university into more tours into local company and culture sites tour.
After all, we could read books and attend lectures in our home country but the indigenous culture could be
never experienced elsewhere.

I would say that | learned most from Japanese supporters and other international students. Through the
supporters, | could see how students in a different culture spend their youth, what were their expectations about
society and life. The supporters were all extremely kind, polite, and helpful. There were a lot of things, like
manners, dedication, responsibilities, | could learn from them.

Allinall, this was a superb experience and extraordinary opportunity for me to learn. | decided to learn Japanese
further and know more about Japanese culture by working or studying there.

2.Japanese Etiquette

I have been to Japan twice, each time, | was struck by the manners and politeness of the Japanese people.
Starting from the airport and the customs, people were bowing and saying respect words to me. One of the
difficulties of learning the Japanese language was that the respect word system was too complex. The social
environment in Japan was very friendly. This could be seen in daily details. For example, the bus driver said
thanks to everybody and the servants in the restaurant had a complex set of language to show respect for
customs. Even taking a bath had rules and procedures. Thus, | decided to learn more about Japanese etiquette.
Since this topic was extremely huge and complex. I could barely get to the surface of it. The question I want to
figure out is why. Why Japanese people are the most polite people I have ever met. In order to answer that
question, I read some literatures. Some scholars argued from an socio-economic point of view, saying that
politeness was a way to incorporate other cultures and communicate in a trustful and responsible manner, and
in the end, the function of politeness could be deduced to power and social construction. I myself, however,
maintained that although social construction could partly explain the polite phenomena in Japan but the core
of Japanese people’s politeness might come from their character and inner understanding. Being convinced that
literature and real life had a gap, I consulted some Japanese students why they were so polite. Some of them
said this was taught when they were small children and others just answered that it made them feel good. I
have a more romantic guess that Japanese were just more amicable and courteous from inside. And the more I
communicate with Japanese people, the more I was convinced that the national character just had a built in
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manner.

Nevertheless, some etiquettes, seemed to me, are too complex. For example, the bowing and respect rules
between men and women, people from different hierarchies were kind of too courteous. These complex
manners might do make people feel good and aware of their social class. But it may also impede effective
communication in society and workplace. In the final presentation of the program, A student presented
gambling business in Japan. Suicide rate in Japan is also among the highest in the world. It seemed to me that
people may face great pressure in society due to complex manners, which should also draw some attentions.

Jia XU
Peking University

1.General impression about the program

This is my second time to visit Kyoto. If two years ago I was just a traveler who caught an exciting glimpse
of the fascinating scenery of Japan in a hurry, this time I have to express my sincere gratitude to Kyoto
University Summer Program, which provided me with a precious opportunity to know the city of Kyoto
again.

Two-week time can be short but also long. It’s short as at present I’m seated in the library of Peking University,
missing all of you. Miss you, lovely professors and supporters. Without you, we couldn’t live a pleasant life in
Kyoto so easily. Miss you, interesting guys from various culture backgrounds. Though in reality I was unable
to make much deep communication with you due to language gaps and my poor foreign language level, I was
still so glad to listen, to speak out and to laugh with you.

It can also be long. Because I truly lived in Kyoto but not merely traveled to it. As the professor said on the
completion ceremony, I won’t confuse Kyoto with Tokyo anymore with two-week memory in my heart. Now
when it comes to Kyoto, the pronunciation of the city name reminds me of those rosy dawns over Kamogawa,
ice coffee from vending machines, red Torii standing silently, and alleys sleeping at night with lanterns hung
under the corner of roof... Varieties of fragments rush to me, the whole of which makes up an unforgotten
image of the city. This is Kyoto, who has preserved her characteristics and tastes through in the river of
thousand-year history, but also offers modern convenience to her residents, setting a connection and striking a
balance between the past and the present. Here I came across refinement, elegance as well as tranquility, or say,
peace of mind. I’ve taken these meaningful treasures back to China, and pondered them over from time to time.
In conclusion, I need to say thank you once more to dear Kyoto University and dear you. This summer program
has inspired me to learn Japanese harder and harder, and allowed me to feel what’s Kyoto, (maybe in my
opinion or our opinion) the kokoro( [:{»] ) of Japan. This is the second time I visited Kyoto but never the last
time. As a Chinese saying goes, we will meet again if destiny has its way ( [ % 1] ).

2. Japanese shrine culture, compared to that in China

1 Three Kinds of Shrines in Japan

From my perspective, shrines in Japan can be divided into three kinds. It’s necessary to distinguish shrines of
Shinto from temples of Buddhism before making the division. Shinto is a traditional religion in Japan. About
Shinto, there are two important books Kojiki and Nihon Shoki written in the 8" century, which contain lots of
myths and legends. The first part of them Kamiyo no Maki tells us a pedigree of Japanese gods shown as picture
below.

Pedigree of Japanese Gods (a part)

d male 2 female

7t generation R AR (1zanagi) GURAE (Izanami)

8th generation ...... K (Amaterasu) H#E (Tsukuyomi) SRBIERE (Susanoo) ......
| Z#F (sankishi) |

9th generation +:-e- KEH B4 (Amatsuhikone)...... ==3m #iff (Ukanomitama)

| ZHEM (Tadoshin) B (Inarishin)

10t generation KH—fEf (Amenomahitotsunokami)
/ —H# (Ichimokuren)
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This illustrates the first kind of shrines, in which gods are in a family pedigree. For example, there are
shrines of Izunagi and Izunami in Ise for the 7" generation, Tsukiyominomiya in Ise for the 8", Fushimiinari
Taisya in Kyoto for the 9, and finally Ichimokuren Jinjya as a part of Tado taisya for the 10™. I assume this
makes up most part of Shinto shrines.

The second kind of shrines is for Japanese Emperors or Empresses. As an illustration, Meiji Shrine in Tokyo is
for Emperor Meiji, who made great contribution to Japan by supporting Meiji Restoration. Therefore, Japanese
decided to build a shrine to memorize him after his death.

The third kind of shrines is for special and outstanding persons in Japanese history. Seimei Shrine may be a
good instance. It commemorates Abe-no-Seimeli, the leading onmyoji during the period of Heian, who can drive
evils away and keep people healthy and safe.

Xiaoqing, YANG
Peking University
1.General impression about the program
As soon as | walked out of the Oyado Ishicho Hotel, I have started missing supporters and friends of this
program. Everything in Kyoto fascinates me so deeply that I even dreamed about it after coming back.
The Japanese lesson in Level 2 class is a little bit difficult for me. But supporters and teachers always
encouraged me to move on. They corrected the mistakes of my essays patiently and helped me pronounce
over and over again. I was moved by their kindness and devotion. Every staff of this program is
conscientious. Every day, supporters tried to find some interesting places for us. It took a long time to gather
all the students. To make sure that everyone is safe, they have to check the amount of people for many times.
It is tough but they still persist in doing it. Because of their sense of duty, we can have a enjoyable trip. When
there is something wrong with the schedule, teachers always deal with it as soon as possible and apologize
immediately. Everyone is so nice!
The hotel we lived is not far from the campus. Every morning, we walked to the Yoshida International House.
When passing the Kamogawa River, I can not help taking photos of this beautiful scenery. After 12days, I am
familiar with all the streets near the campus. Besides, Yoshida dormitory is interesting and students of Kyoto
University are very energetic. Also, the lectures broaden my view. Using the student card of this program, I
can enter the museum of Kyoto University and Kyoto National Museum free of charge. All of these things
made me feel that I am a real student of Kyoto University and a real citizen of Kyoto. This program gives me
a sense of belonging.
What’s more, during this program, I make a lot of fiends with students from different countries or areas. The
program provides a platform for us to communicate and impels me to be better.
Time flies, but the memory of this program won’t be lost. I sincerely hope that I can come back to Kyoto and
meet these dear supporters very soon. Thanks to this program, I found motivation again.
2.Kara-mon gates in Kyoto
During the program, I tried to visit world cultural heritage sites as frequently as possible. When I entered
one building, the gate always attracted me most because of its unique color and beautiful decoration. They are
similar to Chinese gates but still different. So, I read the explanation card carefully and did some additional
investigation about this kind of special gate.
The Kara-mon gate is a kind of gate which usually represents the highest status in Japan. In Japanese, Kara
means Tang dynasty, which is a symbol of China. Mon means gates. So, the Kara-mon gate is also called the
Chinese gate. It is also known as the“All day gate” (H%& 5 L []) saying that one could lose track of time
and spend an entire day admiring its lavish decorative carvings®.
There are 3 famous Kara-mon gates in Kyoto. The most famous one is in Nijo-jo castle, also known as the
national treasure of Japan. The second one is in Toyokuni Shrine, which is less lavish. The third one in
Hongwanji is being repaired now. Usually, the Kara-mon gate has arched part which is called Karahafu ()
JX) in Japanese. It has gorgeous colors and exquisite decoration, often decorated with gold and other precious
materials.
However, according to the research of archaeologists, we never see this kind of gate in the temples of Tang
dynasty in China. From the photos of Foguang Temple and Nanchan Temple, the roof is straight without
curved part. What’s more, the lack of decoration makes it plain and simple. So, there is actually no
connection between Kara-mon gates and gates of Tang dynasty in China. Considering that most Kara-mon
gates are built during the 15C to17C, we can also compare them with gates of the same period in China.

* http://www.hongwanji.or.jp/english/hongwanji/architect.html#ken03
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Whether the Chinese paintings or the tombs of Emperors in Ming dynasty, it is totally different from the
Kara-mon gate in Japan. During ancient Chinese history, it is difficult to find such arched part in the
architecture. While in Japan, not only in Kyoto, but also in Uji and Nara, this arched part is almost
everywhere.
In my opinion, the Kara-mon gate may never exist in Chinese history. Some Chinese people think it is
actually a kind of Japanese gate. However, it doesn’t mean this gate is meaningless. The design and name of
it contains Japanese imagination of Tang dynasty or China. Also, it reflects the aesthetics of that period. Just
like Lamian , it has different meanings in China and Japan. The Chinese culture is quite similar with the
Japanese culture, but I think the most important thing is to classify the characters clearly so that we can
compare them more efficiently.
2) Comparison with Chinese Taoist Shrines

In this part of the report, I will make a comparison between Shinto and Chinese Taoism with other folk
religions, especially Taoist shrines. Here I list five points of their differences.
(1) Origin of Gods

As mentioned above, most of Shinto gods are in a family’s pedigree, which means they were born to be
gods. But as for Taoism, this is not usually the case. In the definition of Taoism, the character Shin( [f# ] )
diverses from Sen( [1ili ] ). To become a Shin, people should make great achievements, while they have to
work hard and obey variety of regulations to be a Sen.
(2) Image of Gods

Shinto gods are invisible, like Mitsuyominomiya in Ise. It’s a tiny wooden house. Japanese believe
Tsukuyomi stays here but they can’t see him. However, gods are visible in Taoism. They have bodies and
believers can imagine what they look like and thus draw pictures or build statues for them, just like
Bixiayuanjun and Yuanshitianzun.
(3) Gender of Gods

Unlike Shinto, where the female gods almost make half part of the total, there are not so many female gods
in Taoism.
(4) Location of Shrines

Shinto shrines can be located in a commercial district, such as Yasaka Jinjya near Gion. But Taoist shrines
are far from places where people live, often in a mountain.
(5) Gestures to Show Respect to Gods
In Japan, believers wash their hands, and then bow twice, clamp hands twice, finally bow once. However,

in China, believers often kneel and kowtow.

Clemens, Rade

Heidelberg University
1. General impression about the program
With great gratitude I am looking back on two very interesting and diverse weeks, that not only introduced
Kyoto University and Japanese culture, but also earned me great friends and new experiences. Therefore, |
would like to begin my essay with expressing my sincere thanks to the organizers of the 2018 Kyoto Summer
Program for making this exchange possible and worthwhile.
The first part of my short essay is based on my general impressions about the Summer Program specifically
focusing on lectures, Japanese language class, the corporate tours, cultural activities and fringe events.
The seven lectures (Lake Biwa included) presented to us international students were really well selected and
both informative as well as fun. From my point of view the most important lecture, corresponding with the idea
of this program, was the “KU introduction”, since it addressed orientation and academic principles of Kyoto
University. Most other lectures supported us developing detailed ideas of the countries economics, culture, and
perspective. Even though the lectures covered a wide variety of topics researched at KU’s institutes from art in
classic literature, over agricultural assets, to biogeographical estimation, I would have loved to get a more
general introduction on Japan, including a self-guided comparison to the equivalent systems of our home
countries. Above all, the lectures were really eye-opening and encouraging.
For seven consecutive days the mornings started with Japanese language class. All four levels were chosen
carefully and with big help from Japanese supporters great progress could be made during the program. Akagiri
sensei’s methods and didactics were superb. He managed to coordinate diverse language ability and background,
creating a playful class with a strong working environment.
Moreover, the corporate tours worked as a great addition to the overall program. Both Nabel and Panasonic
offered a detailed look into Japanese economy and working philosophy. Nabel in particular really prepared
their corporate tour and enjoyed our interest in the company’s family characteristics. Overall both visits were
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well chosen and perfectly well-rounded, representing the diverse Japanese economy.

Lastly, I would like to address cultural activities and fringe events in one paragraph, since both topics share
common characteristics. Throughout the whole program the support from Kyoto University students was
phenomenal. Not only their help in the language classes and their relentless motivation answering questions
about culture and tradition, but also their organized activities and care about the visiting students was simply
terrific. The fringe events, framing the Summer Program, were held in a similar perfect manner. This
highlighted Japanese attributes in general, but specifically to this program. It has been my greatest pleasure
being guest at Kyoto University this summer and a great honor representing Heidelberg University for the first
time at a KU Summer Program. Consequently I cannot thank all supporters and organizers enough for making
this program worthwhile and giving me the greatest insight possible into the Nippon way.

2. Natural catastrophes in Japan — Understanding changing occurrence and trajectories of typhoons.

Every year Japan is hit by approximately five to seven typhoons. During the KU Summer Program only the
country was hit by two. This might be part of the regular climatic summer phenomenon, but in the summer of
2018 changing climatic elements need to be assessed and brought into context to understand changing .

With its 6852 islands, Japan’s existence is based on tectonic movements. With several plates colliding and
being specifically exposed to the westward subducting Pacific Plate, Japan is faced with regular activities of
its 108 active volcanoes, earthquakes, and tsunamis. All together these natural catastrophes cause unnecessary
deaths and destruction across all Japanese islands. Among all disasters Japan is confronted with, this essay will
focus on typhoons, since a category two, named Shanshan, was rolling past Kyoto in early August during the
Summer Program at Kyoto University.

Firstly this essay will focus on conditions for the occurrence of typhoons, then on the specific naming scheme,
and finally on changing climatic factors and future directions.

With its southmost tip Japan is reaching 24° northern latitude and is therefore part of the subtropical climate
zone. This brings temperatures well above 30°C on land, but also water temperatures hit more than 25°C. For
a large scale tropical low-pressure system to fully develop to a tropical cyclone, ocean surface temperature has
to rise at least above 26,5°C. This phenomenon often happens in the tropical pacific, where solar beams are
coming in vertically, heating water and initiating latent energy transportation through vaporization. Through
trade winds and the Coriolis force a counter-clockwise rotation on the Northern Hemisphere is initiated and
wind speeds reach up to 350km/h. With their regular trajectories westbound, the tropical cyclones located in
the Pacific are most likely to hit western Pacific countries, that have access to the ocean. Among these are the
Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Hong Kong, China, but also Japan, just to name a few. Among these
countries it is the Japan Meteorological Agency assigning names for specific large scale tropical low-pressure
systems, that gain the status of a tropical cyclone, also known in the Pacific as typhoon. All 14 countries being
in the danger zone and therefore exposed to typhoons have contributed each 10 names to a list, which is cycled
through while naming the storms and started again, after the last name was given. With damage of more than
1 bio. ¥ or causing more than 300 deaths the storm has reached a magnitude where it shall be remembered and
therefore it’s name is retired from the list and will never be used again.

New satellite sensing technology allows to improve stochastic typhoon modelling (STM), which showed an
increase in size over the last decade, but not in frequency of their appearance. This typhoon modelling scheme
also shows an increase in average wind speeds. As a consequence thereof development will surely lead to more
damage and catastrophes caused by typhoons. Consequently more prevention arrangements have to be
implemented, evading damage and fatalities.

Joel Guschker
Heidelberg University
1. General impression about the program
The program was a wonderful experience to understand Japanese culture and society better, get in touch with
Asian students interested in social sciences, and to explore the city, as well as the university of Kyoto.
Particularly the Japanese classes and the contacts with other likeminded students, might likely impact on my
professional and academic future and thus I am very grateful for Kyoto University to have organized and invited
me to this program.
Meanwhile, the information that had been sent to me in the call for applications, as well as after my acceptance
to the program, could have been improved. The call for applications, as well as the subsequent emails and
online information on the program hardly allowed to deduct the program’s academic focus. This should be
improved by clearly stating, that the program is primarily designed to attract students to Kyoto University for
further studies. A second point of critique is about Prof. Kondo’s lecture on food production, in which he
pointed out the impressive technologies used in Japanese food production, but compared them in my view
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inappropriately with food production in South East Asia. One of the quotes of Prof. Kondo that stayed in my
mind is “Thailand? Food production is bad”. The reoccurring pattern in Prof. Kondo’s presentation, in which
he compared the ideal (“Japanese”) way of food consummation and production with consume and production
pattern in other countries, who in his understanding clearly use inferior technology, as well as they supposedly
have to change cultural aspects of their respective food consummation patterns seems and seemed politically
incorrect to me, and might have intruded the feelings of the respective South East Asian students present in the
room.

This was however the only element in the program that I found problematic, and I am very grateful, for having
had the experience to participate in the Summer School and learn more about Japan and Kyoto University.
Concluding I am expressing my profound gratitude, to those who have helped organizing this Summer School
and who made it so wonderfully lively, informative and interesting.

2. The Shinbutsu bunri and invented Traditions

., Going to the temple enables you to experience and learn about Japanese history and culture better than simple
text book reading” -Participant of the Kyoto Summer Program 2018

While the reliance and emphasis on traditions seems to constitute an essential part of modern Japanese culture
and society, many of the traditions that are visible to the foreign observer have not evolved through a cultural
process of norm formation, but through mere government intervention. The Shinbutsu bunri, in other words,
the forceful separation of Shintoism and Buddhism is one of the most prominent examples of government
intervention in “Japanese Culture”: Traditionally Shinto Shrines and Buddhist Temples contained elements of
both religions, enabling Shinto believers to go and pray at Buddhist temples and vice versa.

In the second half of the 19" century however, in the context of Japanese Hyper-Nationalism and
Industrialization the government was trying to stifle Nationalism by attempting to create “Something originally
Japanese”. As Buddhism is originated in India, and had transformed Japanese Culture and religion in several
waves, via Chinese monks, its strong presence in Japan did not fit this nationalist narrative. Thus in 1868 the
Japanese government passed the “Kami and Buddhas Separation Order” that enforced, that temples and shrines
could only follow either the Buddhist or Shinto belief, but forbid the mixing of the two in one single religious
place.

Arguably this policy was pursued in order to establish Shintoism as the “Pure, Japanese Religion”, supposedly
unaffected by foreign influences, while constituting an important cultural and societal backbone of modern
Japan.

As a consequence of the “Kami and Buddhas Separation Order” Buddhist elements in Shinto shrines and Shinto
elements in Buddhist temples were destroyed, thus creating the artificial separation between the two, caused
by government legislation and force.

The participant of the Summer Program, quoted above most probably has deducted from his visits to various
temples and shrines in Kyoto, that these adequately represent a part of Japanese history, but was most likely
unaware that the mere fact that the participants separated Buddhist Temples and Shinto Shrines verbally and
mentally, constitutes at least to some extend an “invented Tradition”. This paper has as a sole purpose to
highlight that visitors to modern Japan should indeed question “Japanese traditions”, and ask to what extent
they actually originate in Japan, to which degree they have been influenced (or even enforced) by the
government and lastly whether the traditions visible to the eye, are not a mere intervention.
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4.5 FlEaE#Ee “Human Mind Viewed from the Study of Chimpanzees”
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4.6 FlFi#EzE  “Asian Advanced Agricultural Technologies (AAA Tech) for 9 Billion

People’ s Food Production and Environmental Conservation”
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4.7 ANXFi#FE  “The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through

Classical Japanese Literature”
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4.8 FlFi#HFE  “High Economic Growth and Minamata Disease:The fight for certificates

officially acknowledging victims of methylmercury poisoning”
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