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3 BINFELE—E

WT T+ KAy FHASH S/ Short-Term International Students

. A
K4 (Name) K= (University) B (Major)
(Year)
WANG Yunhong Theoretical and Applied Mechanics 2nd
KONG Yuye Journalism M2
SUN Xuan Law M2
ZHANG Xinyu Higher pedagogy M2
AL KT
WU Tianyu Physics 1st
Peking University
QIU Kanghua Korean 1st
ZHU Zhunaer Asian-African language and literature M1
YE Jikai Theoretical and Applied Mechanics 3rd
Chinese language and literature
ZHANG Nuovya 2nd
) French
CHEN Zhulanxiang 1st
Cheng Yun Chemical Engineering 3rd
ESL BB KT
Lee Wen Hsuan Chinese Literature 2nd
National Taiwan
Teng Yu Hua University Law 2nd
Wu Huan Business Administration 2nd
Cheng On Ki Department of History 1st
Choi Chun Wai s " Department of History 3rd
Fs R
Wong Chin ham The Chinese Department of History 2nd
. University of
Cheng Pui On versity o Chinese Language and Literature 3rd
Hong Kong
Li Pui Kwan Integrated BBA 2nd
Ng Yung Ching Global Economics and Finance 3rd
Jeayoun Jeayoun Comparative Literature and Culture 4th
Ryu Iihwa JEH RS Culture and Design Management 2nd
Nguyen Phuong Thi Lan Yonsei University | yqian studies 3rd
Ahn Hyein Creative Technology Management 2nd
Jelinsky Julian T 4 K% | Humanity and Social Sciences M2
Mauersbeger Christopher Elecctrical amd Computer Enginerring 3rd
S TRA
Usbek Artur Mechanical Engineering M6
Becker Viviane IV = Intelligent Interaction Systems M2
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L - TR

P

K4 (Name) K% (University) | (Faculty / Graduate (Yoar)
School)

AT BRYE  Katsumura Rumi TR 2 4E
A #OKES Ariyama Ryutaro & ] 1 4
H1E  K#N  Nakashima Taichi SCEED 2
Urf#E A Kondo Riri D 34
K& EAE Suemasu Natsuka TRB 2 4E
A [EB] Matsumoto Kunio T35 2 4F
7T %4 Enami Yusuke EEt 14
BA HY Kuzumoto Mako T35 34
4 VB Kim Gwanghyun JHEBR T ST 1 4
/NI SN Ogawa Makoto Kyoto University | 1 =zun 24
Ki{# ViHE  Yazawa Sana HE 4
X EK Michimata Keita TR I 2 4F
A9  FEZS Tanaka Rina =38 3 4R
Ve EML Sato Miho SR 24
WEME 7% Shimada Ryo T 525 4
/INRJI {ZiE Kobayakawa Hitoshi R 1 4
HAR $h3FE  Miyamoto Takumi E3=R=1 34
M H  ¥4F Okada Ayaka = 0 2
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WHE B R

A& T s T ANE i 14
Date Contents Place Responsibility
7/29 Arrival in Japan KIX
OZD; Hotel Check—in Oyado Ishicho
, o WAHE, W
9:00-10:00 Opening Ceremony & Orientation Yoshida Intl. House Room 1
' > |Prof. Kawai, Assoc.Prof. Han
Kyoto Univ
10:00-11:00 Test for placement
7/30 .
11:15-12:00  Campus Tour Kyoto University
(k)
13:30-16:30 Stroll around The Lake Biwa Canal Keage area, Kyoto city
4 WA B, B
17:00 Announcement of the place, ent test result Yoshida Intl. House
Prof. Kawai, Assoc.Prof. Han
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
10:15-11:00 Interview for placement A%, wiEHR
Yoshida Intl. House
Prof. Kawai, Assoc.Prof. Han
7/31 Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
11:00-12:30 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House . .
(oK) N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
14:00-15:30 Lecture I:Science KUINEP Lecture Hall Prof. N. Kondo
KUINEP Lecture Hall, Int’ 1|{il&#d%, ®EMEEdR, 4R
16:00-17:30 Lecture II1:KU Intriduction Multipurpose Prof. Kawai, Assoc. Prof.
Hall, Conference Room Han, Assist. Prof Nishijima
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House . .
- N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
10:30-12:00 Lecture III: Japanese literature KUINEP Lecture Hall Assoc. Prof. S. Yukawa
8/1 Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
(K) 14:00-15:30 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
15:45-17:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House
N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
8/2 Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi
(&) 10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
14 : 00-17 : 00  Corporate Tour: NABEL
Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House
N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
8/3
(1) Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
16:30-18:00  Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House

N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
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8/4
(") Activities and/or cultural visit with KU students
8/5
O 9:00-18:00 One—day Trip to Shiga
8/6 9:00 Gathering at Oyado Ishicho Lobby
(%) 111:00-13:00 Corporate Tour: PANASONIC Museum
Lecturer:M. Shimohashi, N. Uraki, Y
8:45-10:15 Japanese language Level 2-4 Yoshida Intl. House
Shirakata
8/7 Lecturer:A. Akagiri, M. Shimohashi,
oK) 10:30-12:00 Japanese language Level 1-4 Yoshida Intl. House N. Uraki, Y. Shirakata
14:00-15:30 Lecture IV:Sciences Yoshida Intl. House Prof. T.Matsuzawa
Lecturer:M. Shimohashi, N. Uraki, Y.
16:00-17:30 Japanese language Level 24 Yoshida Intl. House
Shirakata
8/8
) 8:45-10:15 Lecture V: Japanese Modern History Yoshida Intl. House Assist.Prof.R. iida
M. Aotani, Assoc. Prof, J. Kawai, Prof., L. Han
13:30-15:30 Presentation Session Yoshida Intl. House Room 3
8/9 Assoc. Prof
(%) Yoshida Intl. House Room 3, |H.Miyagawa, Prof., J.Kawai, Prof.,L.Han, Ass
16:30-20:00 Completion ceremony & Farewell party
Cafeteria oc. Prof.
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BERFD : pRARETA S

About the assessment for
“Kyoto Summer Program for East Asia and Germany Students 2019”

Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences, Kyoto University
Dear Participants,
The assessment of “Kyoto Summer Program for East Asia and Germany Students 2019”
will be done in the following manner:

(1) Attendance and participation in lectures and activities

(including Classwork-lecture, Off-campus study visit, On-campus program,
Opening/closing and wrap-up class session.)

30%
(2) Japanese language class 30%
(3) Presentation and Final report* 40%

*About the Final report

[Due] The final report is due on August 24th, 2019.
[Topic] Write BOTH 1 and 2 below.

1. General impression of the program

2. One specific topic that you have been particularly interested in during this program:
What you have learned about the topic, reasons why you became interested in the topic,
what additional investigation you have done about the topic, and so on. (Examples of
topics from former students include daily use of technology in Japan, use of AED

(Automated External Defibrillator), comparative study about manners, etc.) [300-500)
[words|
[Format]

Write your full name and the name of your home university at the top of the report.

The report should be typed in a WORD document, single spaced. See the backside of
this paper.

[Languagel
English
[How to submit]

Please submit to the report to your home university by the deadline. You will receive
information from your university about how you should submit the report.
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HEE2 R T A — D
September 20, 2019

ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPT
Student
Course ! Kyoto Summer Program 2019
Period : July 30, 2019 to August 10, 2019

Evaluation : Attendance and participation in lectures and activities (30%),
Japanese language class (30%), Presentation and final report (40%).

This certifies that Cai Jiahong has attended the above-named program and received the
following evaluation.

Marks
Attendance and participation in lectures and activities 130
Japanese language class (Elementary) 130
Presentation and final report /40
Overall /100
Evaluation R

Note : Evaluation Scale A+ :100-96 A:95-85
B :75-84 C: 74-65
D :64-60 F: below 60

Signature

MIYAGAWA, Hisashi

Director

Institute for Liberal Arts and Sciences
Kyoto University
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b BINFAERE
Yunhong , WANG
Peking University

1. General impression about the program

Among this 12-day program, I had experienced and gained a lot. Though there are buds of words and
emotion that can not be written down I would like to express, due to the limits of space, I only talk about two
points that impress me most.

Firstly, I must show sincere gratitude to all the teachers, staffs and supporters without whom I wouldn’t
have spent such a wonderful period. Thanks for your introduction, through which I have a throughout
understanding about how Kyoto University has been stuck to liberty and prominence and how beautiful and
archaic Kyoto is. Thanks for your companion, I learned a lot from communicating with you and broadened
my eyes. I acknowledged that your oral English is not so bad as it is a stereotyped image in China, well, that’s
only a joke. Not for your guidance, I would not have acknowledged so much about Kyoto’s cate --- chances
are high that I may rely on cafeteria and Hand-Pulled Noodles everyday, in fact, I did this when I was in
Tokyo, tightly succeeded the day when we had a farewell. Thanks for your patience. I have to admit my oral
English and Japanese are both not so good, which may cause confusion and trouble to you. It’s very kind of
you to listen to me attentively and give me a hand generously. Thanks for all the days we had spent together. I
will remember them forever.

Secondly, I am reverent of Kyoto and it’s people from the bottom of my heart. What shocked me first
was cicadas roar all around Kyoto City, so high and noisy that I felt I went back to my childhood in the
countryside. Kamogawa, a river that impenetrates Kyoto City in the central, is so clean and beautiful that you
can’t believe it’s just inside urban. While Japanese do well in environment protection, I think there are other
reason to keep the river clean. At night, when I walked alongside the river, I felt that Kyoto’s people are
sincerely fond of this river, in other word, it’s part of their lives. Kyoto is just like a dream, too beautiful to
break up, that even the most hot-tempered people will stay calm and obey rules.

In the end, I must thank you again for providing me such a wonderful experience. I wish all of you will
be happy and the communication between Japan and China will move forward step by step.

2. Japanese pocket books

Today I’'m talking about Japanese pocket books. Reasons why I began to show interest on this topic are
not just because I’'m into reading books and I like Japanese literature. The original motive can be traced to
period when [ was in China far before the program was held. I watched some animations and comics where
it’s common that characters often lap themselves in a small book just with one hand picking it up. As a result,
it confused me because in China only those books which are designed for young children will be that size. It’s
absurd that those characters can be so devoted to picture-story book even in the animation. So there must be
some difference. Once I’d been given access to Japan for summer program, I thought it was time to fulfill my
curiosity with my own eyes. In Kyoto University’s bookstore, I bought two pocket books --- written in
Japanese, they are Natsume Suseki’s << Kokoro >> and Miyazawa Kenji’s << Miyazawa Kenji’s Poetry
Collection >>. It’s hard for me to understand either of them, though. Before the presentation, I did some
research through the Internet and have a overview of how pocket book was developed in Japan. In 1927, with
purpose of encouraging citizen to read more classics, one of the most famous publishers among Japan,
Iwanami Shoten, reprinted some massive tomes into thick, portable booklets. It was such a hit that many
publishers began to imitate it. And nowadays, except for the classic, some best sellers will also be reprinted
into pocket books.

From my point of view, I think it’s a good phenomenon. By reading pocket books, we can make full use
of fragmented time and gain a lot of knowledge. The most important thing is that is Human-oriented and anti-
technological to some degree. Why do I say this? Take mobile phone into account: nowadays people are
losing themselves to mobile phone deeper and deeper. Mostly they are not using mobile phones to improve
themselves, on the contrary, just to kill time of no benefit at all. Furthermore, it’s a positive feedback, which
means the more you use mobile phones, the possibility you are addicted to it are higher. I think pocket book
is somehow an applicant for us, may be plausible though, but still a better choice.
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Yuye, KONG
Peking University

1. General impression of the program

Kyoto Summer Program mainly consists of 4 parts, which are Japanese laguage lessons, lectures, field visits
and sightseeing. Overall, I find the arrangement diversified and orderly, making the 13-day-program impressive
and beneficial for participants.

I have been always interested in learning Japanese and the program offered me a great opportunity. At first, I
had worried that I would not gain so much from the short learning period as a begginer. However, the teacher
was so nice and experienced, leading us not only to learn efficiently but also to have a lot of fun. More
importantly, there were supporters from the Kyoto University study with us as teaching assistants and we got
all the help we need.

The lectures also left deep impression on me. All the professors are distinguished scholars in Kyoto University,
talking about their expertise ranging from the modernization of agriculture, Japanese Literature, Biwa Lake
protection and chimpanzees. What most amazed me is professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa’ lecture about his lifelong
study on chimpanzees. He fathom humans from the perpective of chimpanzees, which is really unique and
inspring. What’s more, I am deeply moved by his persistence on academic researches. It is really hard to
imagine a person devoted his or her whole life into one cause. Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa did not depicted
the devotion as an ethereal passion or dream, but took it as a austere career. No bragging, just humility. For me,
it is exactly the charm of a scholar. A scholar does not chase the glory or the fame but his preocuppation on
what he approved of. That is what I expect from myself in the future.

Apart from the leactures and lessons in the University, there are also some field trips. Visiting NABEL factory
is an unusual experience for me, just like the legend coming into reality. I had often heard of the Japanese
attitude obssessing with the perfection. And the visit to NABEL validated the hearsay. As a small-size
corporation with 200 employees, NABEL saled their egg packaging machines to the world. The pursue of
technology and good quality may be the source of the charm of ‘Made in Japan’.

Last but not least, the diverting transcultrual communication is another important feature of the program. First,
there are many supporters from the University, with whom I not only acquired as much help as I need but also
gave me a different perspective to understand Japan, making the trip in Kyoto greatly differ from the normal
sightseeing visit. Second, there are many students from the different countries and regions. Our friendship may
be established in short period, but it will last in our hearts as our unforgettable memories.

2. Analysis on why there are so many small shops in Japan

I really enjoyed my time in Kyoto, especially all the walks I take on the streets. These street walks are full of
surprises. Unique, beatiful small shops are everywhere, which makes the city really attractive. That is What [
want to talk about today—Why there are so many small shops in Kyoto or in Japan, even in the most local
neighborhood?

Small shops along the street
In most major cities wolrd wide, that is not the case. The usual scenario is that large scale retail stores would
replace the small shops with more diversified goods and lower price.Compared to the United States, Japan
has over twice as many retail stores per thousand population and Japanese shops average about one-third as
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many employees and annual sales. Actually, in 1994, over the half the retail stores in Japan had only one or
two employees. Individualownership accounted for 61 percenr of the country’s retail stores.

a small postcard shop in Kyoto
What makes Japan so different? There must be a complex answer factoring in the apsects of culture,
economics, politics and so on. Among them, Large-Scale Retail Store Law played a significant role in the
preservation of small shops. Due to the complaints from the small shop owners, Japanese government passed
the law in 1970s, which stipulates that stores larger than 500 m? must obtain the approval of the
neighborhood shop owners bussiness hours and holidays are limitied. Now that department stores close at 8
o’clock seems too early, but in the 1970s and 1980s, they must close at 6. in the late 1980s, to sale imported
goods, the United States and many large Japanese retailers urged to revise the law and they succeeded. Now
large retailers must inform local retailers of the opening of a store, but shopkeepers can no longer stop the
new store from opening. As a result, large store openings raised from 200 to 700 per year. And closing time
was extended to 7:00 to 8:00.
But anyway, I guess the heritage of the law was reserved because all the local small shops are still there, not
just for tourism, but it also consists of the unique beauty of Japanese cities.

Reference:

Mak, James, ed. Japan: Why It Works, Why It Doesn't: Economics in Everyday Life. University of Hawaii
Press, 1998.

*photos are either took by the author or collected from the websites
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Xuan Sun
Peking University

I believe this is one of the most impressive summer I have ever experienced. Kyoto’s summer is extremely
hot but now, all I can remember is those beautiful moments I spent with my friends and the beautiful sceneries
of Kyoto city and Kyoto University. This program does not only provide a perfect opportunity to learn about
Japanese culture but also help us make friends from all over the world.

There were many interesting lectures given by Kyoto University professors. But I am extremely impressed
by two: the lecture about Japanese agriculture and the documentary about minamata. Inspired by the second
one, | gave my presentation because there are also many people suffering from environment pollution in China.
The Japanese government provides a very good example about how to help the victims.

Besides learning about Japan society from an academic perspective, we also visited many places of Kyoto
city and immersed ourselves into the local culture. I was extremely impressed that there are so many ancient
building in Kyoto city and they are in such a good condition. These building styles are greatly influenced by
traditional Chinese culture but also maintain the unique Japanese characteristics. When I visited these ancient
buildings, 1 feel like I was taking a time machine and went back to the old times. It is such a romantic and
poetic experience.
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Kyoto city is not a place where the present and the past meets, but also a place where human and nature
exist in harmony. Within a short distance around the modern high building, you can find a large bamboo forest
and shrine worshiping the nature. You can enter into the forest and play with the naughty monkeys. For me,
Kyoto is place where different people could find _thee own fvorite. It is a good sample for city development.
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Of course, the most impressive point about this program is how friendly our supporters and friends can
be. They always tries their best to help us learn about Japanese culture. Even time is short, we have become
good friends.

There are many gratitude beyond words. I sincerely wish this program could help more students learn
about Japan and I would like to show my sincerest appreciation to Kyoto University.
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Public Litigation for environment pollution victims in Japan and China

There are many interesting topics I would like to discuss about this program. But after watching the
documentary about manitama, I decided to do some research about China’s public litigation on environment
pollution.

I become interested in this topic for two reasons: as a law major, I happened to take a civil procedure class last
term and I also learned a lot about China’s litigation over environment pollution; secondly, there are also many
environment pollution victims in China. It is true that China has achieved very good development in the past
three or four decades, sometimes at the cost of the environment. It is also true that in many villages the cancer
rate is extremely high due to air or water pollution. But very few villagers have ever thought about to go tot the
court and seek the remedy by law. After conducting some research, I think there are at least two reasons
contributing to this situation: firstly, in traditional Chinese culture, involving in litigation is always bad for a
family’s reputation, especially if you lose the case. Secondly, these villagers can’t afford to hire a lawyer and
go to the court. This is exactly why public interest lawyer is so important in developing countries lie China.
As introduced in the documentary, Japan government has offered great support to the pollution victims. There
are also many active NGOs working on this issue. Luckily, we have witnessed some positive changes in China.
For example, a NGO named Friend of Nature has successfully litigated some cased representing victims. These
cases have been recognized as important precedents by China’s supreme court. It will be a long journey, but
once we start, we will get there.

Xinyu, ZHANG
Peking University
1, General impression about the program
Kyoto has left a wonderful impression on me thanks to this program. I enjoyed the living area around our
hotel and Kyoto Universtiy a lot, which is full of small and Japanese styled streets, shrines and temples, easy
and comfortable for taking a stroll with Kamogawa right beside. Thank you for the program to give us a
chance to experience Kyoto. And as for the Japanese language classes, | was in level 3 class and found the
class of Mr. Uraki both interesting and helpful. He showed us the Anime =X A, which is famous in
Japan but not overseas. With the stories depicting Japanese family daily life, I learned a lot about Japanese
lifestyle, interesting Japanese idioms, and improved my spoken Japanese. We also tried making conversations
for very old Japanese silent movies, which is challenging and at the same time great fun, being able to create
the expression of the characters. There have been many different and fun interactions in the class. After class,
the Kyoto University student supporters always led us around the elegant city. We had a great time together
learning from each other about our languages and differences of university life. And of course we explored
many places of interest, tried many delicious food, talked about jokes as well as political opinions. Before
this program, I had been learning Japanese for 5 years, yet never been to Japan. After this program, I think I
have gained a relatively all-around experience of Japan, which encourages me to further learn about Japan.
I’m really grateful for the time and efforts all the supporters and teachers have spent for us. That’s why this
program has become such a meaningful part of my university memory. If I must make some suggestions to
the program, I’d like to say I enjoyed the various lectures and field study to museums and the Biwa lake a lot.
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However, I would prefer more languages classes than other lectures from which I don’t think I have learned a
lot. And the journey to museums or some company took so much time that in such hot weather it made us
really tired and felt like a waste of time and energy. Above are only personal opinions and I honestly wish this
great program could become better and better, providing a good chance to learn Kyoto and Japan for more
students.

2, Keihan and Private Railways in Kei-Han-Shin Metropolitan Area

I am interested in this topic because of my first impression of Kyoto. I landed in Japan in Kansai Airport
and spent the first afternoon in
Osaka. My friend there told me not to
g ﬁ # worry about getting to Kyoto late as
j station the railways are very convenient. So
Railway fogu marutamach . at about 9 PM I walked out of the

— Jingu-marutamachi Keihan station,
with the Kamogawa right in front of
me. That’s my first impression of
Kyoto. Then throughout the program,
due to the location of our hotel and
the convenience of Keihan line, I
took Keihan basically everyday. I
know there are already JR, which is
similar to national railways, and the
Kyoto subway, which is also
common in Chinese cities. But what is Keihan exactly? I looked into the Keihan history, and find the whole
private railways in Kei-Han-Shin Metropolitan Area very interesting and unique compared to Chinese railway
systems.

There are five major private railway firms in Kei-Han-Shin. Han-Kai Company started in 1884 and
developed into the present Nankai, which I saw in Kansai Airport. Han-Shin was founded in 1899 and as the
name shows, connects Osaka and Kobe. Keihan came the third in 1906, with the support of Shibusawa Eiichi,
a famous industrialist from Tokyo who shared a close relationship with the government and therefore got the
privileged condition to build through the major areas of Osaka and Kyoto. Minoo Arima, the later Hankyu,
followed in 1907. Kintetsu, the line I took to get to Nara, was at first Nara railway, founded in 1910.

We can see the major private railways were all founded before 1910s. And it‘s about a decade ahead of Tokyo
Metropolitan Area and Nagoya Metropolitan Area, which laid the foundation of the leading economic role of
Kei-Han-Shin at that time and still served today as convenient and significant transportation for residents and
tourists around. At the beginning stage of Japanese industrialization, these lines functioned as urbanization
pioneers. Railways first, and then residential, entertainment, tourism development followed. Industrial cities
need labor and talents, and labor and talents need convenient living conditions. These lines connecting suburbs
and big cities helped incoming people settle and prosper. Some firm also directly invested the development of
special suburban industries, such as, Takaraduka invested by Hankyu.

The coexistence of various public and private railways also meets the transportation needs efficiently by
providing diversification of the railway options. Due to the fierce market competition, each company tries hard
to answer to each specific requests of the commuters and tourists. It seemed confusing at first when I found
that there were so many options going from Osaka to Kyoto. When I have learned more about them, however,
I realized they are trying to satisfy people living in different areas in-between and with different time limits.
There is always a best option for your specific requirements, which makes you feel convenient and the whole
metropolitan area integrated.
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The private railway systems are very efficient and
convenient. | think as China is still going through the
rapid urbanization and the development of enlarged
metropolitan areas, learning from Japan to diversify the
metropolitan railway systems would be of great help.
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Tianyu, WU
Peking University

1. General impression about the program

During the Kyoto Asia-Germany Summer Program, I have gained a very impressive and educational experience.
The faculty in Kyoto is very kind and friendly, especially Prof. Kawai, she helped organize the whole program
and give us many interesting lectures. Of course, the supporters also helped us a lot when we attended Japanese
classes and had field courses. We hung out together, ate together and finally we made very good friends. From
each other we learned a lot not only about Japan and Japanese culture. The Japanese hospitality is so warm and
considerate that impress me a lot.

Besides, I also make friends with Hongkongers, Taiwan people and Koreans. We share opinions about the
political issues like anti-legislation demonstration in Hongkong. From themselves, I know more about why
they are willing to sacrifice and take risks to strike and parade for it. And | am also aware that different people
have different social values, but we all have a heart to respect and make good friends with each other. I even
have a chance to take about aircraft engineering with my German roommate. Since he is a student learning
Engineering, I know when apply a theory into practice, there are still many problems like adjusting sensors and
safety-profit balance to be considered.

As a student who studies science, I am very keen on the lectures about modern technology like modern
agriculture. I am wondering if Kyoto University can offer some courses about them in summer short term like
Peking University. I believe these courses, as a complement of existing lectures, will attract us to know more
about the glamour of the Kyoto University. Anyway, in general, this program is very good and it gave me a
chance to have a deeper and wider understanding of the Kyoto city and Kyoto University.

2. Foodborne diseases and the cure

The topic I choose is enlightened by the Minamata diseases and the efforts Japan government and Japanese
people have done to protect our environment. China now faces very similar situation like Japan in 1970s. we
have very severe environmental problems like water and air pollution, too much garbage and chemical pollution.
Some of these problems happened in Japan before, and you have already developed very strict regulation
system and technology to protect the environment. What’s more, I found that the idea that human and the nature
should coexist has rooted deeply in mind. Thus, I wonder if there is anything I can do to help my country and
even the Earth to become a more habitable planet and conversely we suffer less from foodborne diseases and
live in a healthier environment.

In order to protect environment and human. You have developed multiple sensors to detect the bacteria and
rotted fruits. You have constantly monitored the ecosystem of Lake Biwa. The professors in Lake Biwa find
how water indexes like O content change, how surface water interacts with deep water and so on. Based on
the very lake, you develop its own suitable model to explain how it functions and how it suffers from the global
warming. It is a valuable class for me because in China in most cases, you just find researchers would just grab
some existing models to ‘make’ them suitable for the local environments for its convenience. I have learned
there are still many scientists and researchers who still hold the scientific spirits and carefully do the
experiments day after day. It encourages me a lot.

What’s more, when I go to the Osaka Aquarium, I found that tourists can even touch the sea animals. But what
gives me even greater impression is the microbeads problem. microbead is the tiny plastic particles found in
the ocean and animals’ stomach. They come from cosmetics and the decomposition process of the plastic
materials like plastic bottles and plastic bag. For now, you can find them in every inch of the ocean and inside
the animals’ body. And because humans are on the top of the food chain, cumulative process will eventually
make them all gather up in human body. We don’t know the side effect of it yet, but many sea animals are ready
dead for too many indigestible microbead and plastics in stomach. Thus, many countries establish regulations
and laws to control the plastic use and recycle as much as possible. For example, in China, we must pay for the
plastic bag in markets and many rubbish classifications methods have the same function as well. And what
gives me the most impression is that this complex idea is clearly explained by aquarium, it uses vivid graphics
and plastic materials to help us to understand the severity of it. Though many pollution already done by us, we
should be confident that there is always a solution for them and if we try to plant the seed of environmental
protection in every people’s mind, we will reach a state that we can have a better life eventually.
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Kanghua Qiu
Peking University

1. General impression of the program

The program gathers students from not only China and Korea but also Germany so that students are exposed
to more diverse mentalities, which indeed meets the target of cultural exchange and intercultural
communication. Through conversations with fellow students, I realized how deep rooted cultural stereotypes
can be and grow to be more aware of the possible false assumptions I should make about other cultures.
Student supporters are all very nice. They recommended tourist spots, famous shops, well-received restaurants
and also took us to places we want to go to and join us in discussions and meals. Not only did they helped us
in learning Japanese language and Japanese culture but also made our stay at Kyoto more enjoyable.

The Japanese language courses (level 4) was of just the right difficulty for me. The essays, short stories and
news reports we read under the guidance of the teacher was both informing and thought-provoking, getting us
familiarized with Kyoto from diversified angles.

The lectures provided by Kyoto University and University of Shiga were all inspiring and but personally
speaking it would be nice to take all the lectures in Japanese because for some lectures, the professors’ English
pronunciation made the content of the lecture a bit hard to follow and for that a lot of cultural elements could
be better understood if they are discussed in its original contexts but not after being translated into English. I
especially like the lecture on The Tale of Genji in Japanese traditional culture given by Professor Sugimoto,
which made me interested in the contemporary interpretation and re-creation of Japanese classics.

I really had a great time during my 12-day stay in Kyoto thanks to all the student supporters, professors, and
campus staff. Through the activities organized by Kyoto University, I was able to see a different side of Japan,
both its nature and its society, which are impossible to acquire from TV dramas or news reports.

2. Functional foods in Japan
During my stay in Japan in the past 12 days, I noticed something really intriguing.

This is the advertisement I saw the first day I arrived at Kyoto. It claims that the beverage not only tastes good
but also prevent you from getting sunstroke. And then when I when to the convenient store to grab a meal, I
realized such drink is not the only one of its kind.

Many food products including but not confined to chocolate, yogurt, tea, energy drinks also claim to have
benefits for the healthy development of our body. There’s chocolate that claims to be helpful in keeping fit by
suppressing the processing of fat and sugar. There’s yogurt that claims to be able to decrease visceral fat. There’s
tomato juice that are said to be able to bring down the level of cholesterol in blood and make sure its consumer
meet the daily quota of essential trace minerals.

What surprised me most was this poster I saw in Kyoto University’s students’ store. The cookies are said to be
helpful in promoting the functioning of the brain and help students better concentrate and memorize which in
turn results in better test results. As the poster puts it: Eat the cookie and get the credit

What gives rise to the prosperity of such functional foods in Japan?

Under the influence from ideas of traditional Chinese medical science and advance in modern dietetics,
Japanese people place importance on eating healthily. This little table stand we saw in Kyoto University’s
cafeteria is a great proof of the general awareness of the importance of eating healthily. And as we went to the
bookstore Maruzen, we were surprised to find the sheer number of books teaching you how to eat. Books
concerning food therapy takes up more than three bookshelves and if you input the keyword “food therapy”
into amazon searching box, more than one thousand items will come out.

But in contrast to this good will of eating healthily, the goal itself is hard to achieve when you are living the
fast-paced modern lifestyle. On top of that, fruit and vegetables are extremely costly in Japan.

In such a dilemma, ones best choice is to choose the food that claim to be healthy over the ones that don’t have
such claims in the hope that this would compensate for the deficiency of balanced diet. In recent years, the
expectation to fight off diseases and stay in good health through the consumption of certain food are on the rise,
resulting in an expanding market for functional food.

_30_



Japan established a mechanism categorizing processed food into different categories. The foods that are proved
by scientific studies to be beneficial for promoting health will be granted the name of “functional food”. You
can check exactly what the all-together 1067 items are and the standard of categorizing these items on the
official site of Japan Health and Nutrition Food Association.

However, there are voices questioning the credibility of the so-called scientific research because some are said
to be based on samples as small as six subjects. So it remains a question whether we should believe these claims
or not.

As far as I'm concerned, though there might be an element of truth in these health claims, functional food
items, after all, belong to the processed food family. So if possible, it’s always better to choose natural food
over processed food over functional food for that not only is it safer but also more eco-friendly.

Zhunaer, ZHU
Peking University

1. General impression about the program

How time flies! I really appreciate my choice to have applied this summer program. During the two weeks’
stay in Kyoto, I not only harvested a great deal but can leave KU with countless wonderful memories as well.

First of all, I am satisfied with the arrangements of this program. I was looking forward to the Japanese class
every day. The teacher is very kind and patient. It provides me a good chance to learn and practice spoken
Japanese, which is what I expect before. I was also inspired to keep studying Japanese in the future. Besides,
there are many lectures attractive to me. The topics through ancient and modern, covered different aspects of
Japanese culture, society and some environmental issues. While appreciating the aesthetics of classical
Japanese literature, I was deeply impressed by the precise observation, vivid imagination and delicate
expression of Japanese poets. The introduction of Japanese education helps us to get a better comprehension of
the emphasis of communal living in Japanese society. Of course, I will never forget the study tour to Shiga
Prefecture. Having a field trip to Lake Biwa is very interesting. It’s memorable to drink water from 40 meters
depth directly! Moreover, lectures about the bio-sensing technology, cognitive capacity of chimpanzees,
Minamata disease, etc. all broadened my horizon and got me thinking a lot.

Last but not the least, I want to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to all the professors and supporters
of this program. Thank them all for the enthusiasm and sincerity. Without their help both in study and life,
definitely we would not have such a good time. I enjoyed talking with people from different countries and
regions and knowing more about different cultures. Through this program, I have made a lot of new friends. I
will treasure our friendship and looking forward to the day we meet again.

Actually, I was interested in Japanese culture and literature since I was young and hope to visit Japan and
experience the atmosphere of Japanese university for a long time. So, participating the KU program this
summer give me the opportunity to realize my wish. People and everything I met in Kyoto will become a
valuable memory that I will never forget. To be honest, I have enjoyed every day during this program and would
like to recommend it to other students.

2. The heart of Japanese

Every morning when I walk across the bridge over Kamogawa River I was attracted by a billboard. There is
a character ‘heart’ on it which in Japanese was called ‘kokoro(:[»)’.

Actually, in China, when we talk about Japan, one of the key words that we may come up with is the ‘craftsman
spirit’, which means putting whole heart into what you do. During my stay in Kyoto and after attending a series
of lecture of this program, I was really impressed by the heart Japanese devote to many aspects of life. I think
we can learn a lot from Japan to make a better life.

Firstly, Japanese are very aware of the importance of the environment human live in and intends to put into
practice. For example, during my stay [ went to a festival calling on people to protect the Kamogawa River and
there is persistent research on the water quality of Lake Biwa. Also, it is kind of surprising to know that we can
drink the water from the tap. Actually, in Beijing we have suffered from haze, a kind of air pollution for a long
time, but when there is a big event held in Beijing the sky is extremely clear, which we called as ‘Apec blue’.
In my opinion, to some extent, it is not a problem impossible to solve but needing more and more conviction
and efforts. As long as we devote our heart, there is nothing difficult to achieve.

Secondly, I was impressed by the heart Japanese show to human relationship. Just as the documentary about
Japanese primary school, in Japanese society people learn how to cooperate with each other and be a good
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member of a group from a young age. It seems to me that Japanese really do well in showing consideration to
others especially the minority. For example, there is braille for the blind everywhere and someone providing
sign language to people cannot hear during the performance. Besides, it is also more usual to see people eat
alone in Japan. People don’t have any embarrassment to eat alone because of the partition between each other.

In the end, from my perspective of view, the heart of Japanese may come down to the empathy that not for
oneself but everyone, not only our generations but the future as well.

Jikai Ye
Peking University

1. General impression about the program

I feel extremely grateful for all that Kyoto University has prepared for us. The program provides me with a
chance to have a glimpse at the education and culture in Japan, and make friends with people from different
places. I am going to elaborate on my feelings about this program from these three aspects.

First, about education. The education of the program includes two parts: one is the Japanese classes and the
other is scientific lectures. In the Japanese class, we were divided into four levels according to our proficiency
in Japanese and were taught by a teacher and several supporters. The class for beginners can be really effective,
because one of my roommates was so amazed when I was working on my Japanese presentation that I spent
only two weeks to learn what took him more than two months to learn. As for lectures, professors in different
fields explained to us their academic interests, researches that are going on and problems they are facing. These
lectures are very thought-provoking. I believe everyone was impressed by chimpanzee’s ability to memorize,
severe food waste in Asia and many other facts we had never thought about. I strongly advise KU to set more
lectures in the program.

Second, about culture. In the program, our supporters led us to visit many places in Japan, during which I could
experience Japanese culture from both macro and micro perspective. The Panasonic Museum is a vivid
description of modern corporation culture; the Fushimi Inari Shrine is a scenic representative of ancient shrine
culture. The Biwa Lake shows how human uses modern technology to protect the natural landscape; the
Kamogawa River explains what the nature requites human society. Apart from sites, the politeness of Japanese
also shocked me. In the subway, passengers only whisper, in case they disturb others; in the street, people would
say sorry to me even if they merely touched me by accident. These kind of politeness is rarely seen in my
country. In sum, the activities in the program have embodied many aspects of Japanese culture.

Third, about friendship. The program has brought a bigger world to me. Our classmates in the program are
from different places in the world, including Korea, Germany, Hong Kong and Taiwan. When we first met, I
was afraid there would be discrimination towards us from the mainland of China and did not talk with them.
One day, [ went down to the public bathroom in our hotel and found one of my Peking University classmates
was discussing with a student from Hong Kong. They were talking freely. Then I joined them in the discussion
and found the conversation pleasant and interesting. After that, the lobby of the hotel became the “home” for
me. I spent one night after another sitting in the lobby talking with students from Taiwan, Hong Kong and other
countries. Meanwhile, we had formed very good friendship. I still remembered the last night in Kyoto, we
drank on the Kamogawa River, chatting and laughing. That is such a precious memory.
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2. Toilet in Japan

The first day I arrived in Japan, I was impressed by
the design of the washroom in Kansai airport, a
beautifully decorated washroom with a description
on the wall. After that, as going into the washroom in
our hotel, I was even more shocked when I found

inside it a “pilot seat”, with an arm on the left and EROR 121 e £ 11 oy 3 T
several buttons on it. Out of curiosity, I tried to press DI oo S by i oy ol
Nmnhu‘ua-ﬁl-f' agna maten

several buttons. But nothing happened. It was not SRR AR R AR LA,
until I sat on it that a strange thing happened. I felt i s 5
something was touching my bottom softly after
pressing a button! The experience is scary at first, but
after searching the Wikipedia, I found a lot of
foreigners have encountered the same scenario. It seems this type of toilet is unique to Japan. After using for
one week, my impression of the scary toilet totally changed. Using water to wash the bottom is actually clean
and comfortable. So I become interested why I have never seen this toilet in other countries even with the fact
that it is much more advanced than the traditional toilet.

Considering that Japanese toilets can be very
expensive for most Chinese, I focused mostly on
America, where people are richer and have bigger
houses. Searching the word “bidet American” on
Google, I observed a lot of items related, like “why the
bidet never made it to America”. After reading them, I
realize the main problem lies in advertisement.
Americans do not use bidet because they are not
convinced that washing with water is cleaner. What’s
more, they feel repulsive when someone tells them the advantages of the bidet. As a result, it will take a long
time to instill into their head the notion that the bidet is perfect. Besides, the New York Times notes that the
American somehow relates the bidet, invented primarily in France, to sexuality. “During World War II, the
bidet suffered another blow when American soldiers encountered it in European brothels, perpetuating the idea
that bidets were somehow associated with immorality.” It also hinders bidet’s progress into America.

However, bidet companies have seen an inspiring rise in selling these years, not only in the US but also in
China. Bidet seats and bidet toilets in the U.S. are currently a $106 million category expected to grow 15 percent
annually through 2021, according to BRG Building Solutions October 2018 North American Shower Toilet &
Bidet Seat Markets report. And the trend has been going on since 2015 to take a bidet back to China while
traveling. I believe the bidet company will have a promising future if they adopt better advertising strategy in
China and America. When everyone is convinced of the merits of bidet, the biggest market of toilet in the world
will be dominated by it.

ZHANG Nuoya
Peking University

During the twelve-day summer program in Kyoto University, I have learned a lot. I have learned from
my Japanese teacher, who taught me hiragana and katakana, which I would never make sense of them by
myself. He taught me how to greet and how to express our likes or dislikes of food, music and sports as well.
Thus I have more knowledge of this language now. I have learned from the professors of Kyoto University,
which made me understand Japan from many aspects, such as technology, environment, literature and
traditional culture. Not only have I gained more knowledge, but also I was deeply touched by their devotion
to their careers.

I have also learned from the KU student volunteers. In their guide, we have sightseeings around KU
and the whole city. Whenever we had any question, they would offer answers heartily. Besides, I have
learned from the students from different countries and regions. They had different features and opinions, so
various, but so interesting. We talked a lot and exchange our attitudes towards some important issues. To put
it in a nut shell, I spent a good time there meeting kinds of people. All people were open, friendly and warm-
hearted. They let me know that it’s important to communicate with individuals from different cultural
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backgrounds no matter what your
political views are. Only when you
do this will you escape from
parochialism. Besides, as the
professor Miyagawa delivered,
“...the relationship between nation
and nation is getting harder and
harder, but not the relationship
between people and people. The
relationship between people and
people is the basis of the relationship
between nation and nation. So hope
you can help to construct it.”

In short, I think the core of the
program is pluralism. Whatever a
foreign language, a trip to an
unfamiliar country, talkings with
different people are all methods to understand pluralism. I’ll take this program as a start of my life-long
journey to confirm pluralism.

I chose the double seventh day in Kyoto as my topic. One weekend, I went for a walk with my friend
among the Kamo-gawa River bank. And we found crowds of people were gathering there for celebrating the
Double Seventh Day. They sat by the bank, eating, drinking and talking. It seemed like a really relaxing
time for them to leave all their worries behind. And I’ve collected some photos.
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The booths on both sides sold snacks and drinks with local features.The restaurants offered some special
seats where people could overlook the river while eating. As we can see in the photo, people will write their
wishes down in the five-color papers, and then tie them on the trees, but more often on the bamboos, so that
their dreams can come true.

Actually, the festival is
originated from a traditional folk
from China. It is said that a
cowboy fell in love with the Girl
Weaver, which irritated the Girl
Weaver’s mother. So they can
only meet at the Double Seventh
Day annually. And nowadays in
China, the festival mainly
functions as another Valentine’s
Day. The lovers will hang out,
have some expensive meals,
watch a movie and do much
shopping, because many shops
have some discount this day, but
most activities are indoor. It is so
different from Japanese walking
outside and getting close to the
nature.

Also, as I have mentioned, it
is lovers who celebrate this day.
However, in Japan, it seems that
most children are also included in
this festival. The activities are held among kindergarten and primary school, such as ceremonies and lessons
of stars. They would also write down their wishes, sometimes, it can be funny.

“I hope I can save the world by Nori.”
“I hope I could become human-beings!”
“I hope I could be blessed with God’s power.” So cute, right ?

So, I have a question: how can we preserve our traditional festival? Learning from Japan, I think we should
not only expand the participants of the festival, including both children and adults, but also make full use of
natural resource. Only when we really acknowledge and admire the festival can it have special meanings in our
daily life
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Chen zhulanxiang
Peking University

1. General Impression

When [ first get to look at the schedule of Kyoto Summer Program, I assumed that it would be an arduous
journey on the land of Japan. Every single day we’ve got a certain learning task and it seems we’re going to be
occupied.

Actually, I was neither right nor wrong. The whole program was really occupied and fruitful, in regard of the
academics, yet it was never that tough. I improved my speaking Japanese profoundly, thanks to the supporters
from Kyoto University, and other of my roommates and classmates. We learned the language through not only
from those level 1-4 lessons given by professors, but more from little chatters, serious debates, meaningless
arguments, and funny jokes, which take place in the campus, on the streets between hotel and school, in the
bathroom, the lobby, Arashi mountains, Nara, Osaka subways, anywhere we have space and a topic. I have to
admit that I was initially astounded by the extent Japanese people could be hospitable. The supporters involved
themselves in every aspects of our 12-day life in Japan, making this program a lot more heart-warming. Takumi
san, who’s a medical student, is learning Chinese. He readily helped me when I encounter difficulties in
Japanese, gave me hints when I wrote my speech essay, even accompanied me to the Osaka shopping center to
purchase some souvenirs. He and other supporter’s kind spirit made me realized the deep Japanese significance
of 1L,

A French writer once said that you don’t necessarily have totake lessons in Paris to learn the French culture;
Living in Paris itself makes you learn. It’s the same in Kyoto. Walking on the streets, feeling the breeze blowing
from )1, wandering around the liberated Kyoto University campus, do a little talking with Japanese people,
that’s definitely a process of feeling and learning.

2. Specific Topic

When I first came to japan, I was actually hungry and exhausted, for I just survived from a long, tiring flight.
So after settling down my luggage at the hotel, I immediately embarked on the search for Japanese restaurants,
the story between me and the Japanese cuisine began since then, and it still continues as I observe the true spirit
of Japanese values through Japanese kitchens.

The first meal I had was fried shrimp rice, [ have to admit that the fried shrimp was magnificent, even though
it wasn’t made into tempura. In the main dish, there were three fried shrimps, various different kinds of
vegetables, a bit mayonnaise; for the rest of the meal, we had miso shiru, two fuku sai, and a small bowl of rice.
All of them are very delicious, yet the amount of each of them strike me as odd. They used such small bowls
to contain rice that I could finish three times the amount.

That’s when I discovered the spirit of thrift in Japan. As the restaurant I’ve been to began to accumulate, I
noticed that Japanese kitchens tend to allocate food in small yet exquisite portions, and thanks to that tradition,
there will be hardly any food waste in Japan.

I wasn’t quite a guy who can eat a lot, but I still devoured loads of rice there. It was mainly because of the
quality of rice there was extraordinarily high. Just as Professor Kondo mentioned, Japanese people scan every
grain they eat, so their rice tend to be more tasty.

Japanese people show pursuit of the quality in many aspects of life, especially food.

Cheng Yun
National Taiwan University

During these two weeks program, except for studying, I’ve been to many places with shrine and
temple like Arashiyama, Sonzen-in temple, Nara, and Kuroma. I found that many of their shrines and temples
were built near the mountain. I also found that some stones or trees in the shrine will be worshipped by human
which have some coins or offerings in front of them. I’m curious about it so I surfed on the internet and found
that it’s because in the early time, people living here rely on the water from mountain and the food provided by
this land, and they believe that every life has its spiritual, which makes them appreciate the things they have
and show their respect to the nature. This also become the basement of the local religions, Shinto, in Japan.

As for Buddhism, it is an adventive religion for Japan. To make people accept an foreign religion,
the Japanese Buddhism become different form the original one in India. The most obvious one is about the
inherited of temple. In the original Buddhism, monks cannot get married. But for Japanese Buddhism, some
monks are not limited to eat meat and get married which make the temple hereditary. Some temples still follow
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the original disciplines though. Another one is about the form of poetry signs and amulets which is similar the
form in shrine. There’s also something similar between Shinto and Buddhism. They all show their respect and
appreciation to mountain. So in Japan, for the temples not built in the mountain, they will choose a mountain
to show the belonging relationship and write it in front of the name of the temple.

In Taiwan, we also have two main religions, Taoism and Buddhism. To make people accept, Buddhism in
Taiwan also change a lot compare to the original one. We make the religion close to our daily life. It’s not
necessary to become a monk for people who want to study about the value of Buddhism. You can just stay at
home, read scriptures, thinking, then maybe you can get the truth of the world.

Through these two weeks program, I visited many shrines and temples. I’ve learned many regulations in
shrine like how to wash your hands before worshipping, the correct way to pray, and some problems about
conventions like how to pray for a sign. Kyoto is really a clean and beautiful place that makes me feel
comfortable while living here. There are many interesting things to learn and explore in this city. In school, I
learned many about the Japanese language, culture, and some topics about the research in Kyoto University.
I’'m glad to learn with professors and students from different countries. I really appreciate supporters in KU
who help a lot in our Japanese language courses and trips around Kensai area. This may be the most impressive
summer vocation for me in my life.

Wen-Hsuan, LEE
National Taiwan University

1.General impression about the program

I was really afraid of joining this program at the beginning. Because after I graduated from senior high
school, I seldom spoke English and lacked courses that are related to science. The only course I was interested
in was about the literature.

But things became better after [ stayed there for more days. [ met many kind people, we chatted in Japanese,
English, and Chinese. I was thankful for made friends with so many different countries people. I can get closer
to different cultures,

and have a chance to renew my concept. This experience helps me a lot in being a better person.

Every morning in the weekdays, I walked to school. I always walked by the Kamogawa, where is very
beautiful and peaceful. I could see the local people walking their dogs, or jogging by the bank. I also went back
to the hotel in the same way. There’re some stones in the shape of turtles across the river. I usually jumped on
it, and stayed in the middle for a while, looking at the beautiful orange sunset.

Kyoto University is one of the top universities in Japan. So all professors here are excellent in their
profession. The lectures they taught are very inspired and useful. Through the lecture of food technology, I
understood many kinds of new technologies that were developed by the Japanese to inspect the food qualities.
By having the lecture on Japanese literature, I can also know the Chinese literature deeper at the same time.

The most unforgettable experience is the Biwa Lake tour. We had an introduction of Biwa Lake first and
then went to the Lake we’d had been taught personally. Although the boat was very shaking that I thought I
got the feeling of sea-sickness, almost throwing up, it was still an exciting experience. And one of the precious
memory was that we drank the water from Biwa Lake. I think only a few people can have this opportunity.

The meals in the cafeteria are delicious, the environment of KU is so great, the people here are very kind
that I will never forget this one of the best summers in my life.
2.Japanese daily life in Atashinchi

Atashinchi is a comedy manga bt Eiko Kera, and adapted to animation in 2002.

In Taiwan, it has aired from 2005, even now, this animate is still airing in many television stations. I’ve
first watched it when I was in elementary school, and I was captivated. Before Atashinchi, the similar animates
which associated with the family’s daily life, are Chibimaruko and Crayon Shinchan. Since Maruko was based
on early Japan, and Shinchan at that time was a little bit unsuitable for children, Atashinchi was a brand new
kind of family comedy animate. So maybe I can say that I learned a part of Japanese culture and society from
Adashinchi.

In this animate, the story is about the daily experience of Tachibana family. There are four members of
this family, parents, daughter, and son. The parents aren’t named, they’re just called mother and father. The
older sister named Mikan, which means orange. And the younger brother named Yuzuhiko, which means
pomelo in Japanese.

The scene of having meals can usually be seen in this animate. The Tachibana family always has breakfast
at home every day. They sometimes eat tamago kake gohan with miso shiru, or only a bowl of rice with a fried
egg. It may be very normal in Japan, but to Taiwanese, it is very special. First, we seldom eat raw eggs because
of the different inspection standards from Japan. Second, in Taiwan, we usually buy breakfast from breakfast
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shops or convenient stores. Expect for the traditional family who will cook breakfast at home, the most family
now eat out usually.

The main character Mother Tachibana is also very interesting. She is a professional housewife, who is
seldom seen in Taiwan, but seems normal in Japan. Putting many ingredients which are almost expired together
to make horrible dishes and loving to go shopping when the markets are having a discount, she is a typical
mother.However, because of her career, she’s still very different from Taiwanese mother. She has her mother-
friends. They are all housewives, and maybe this is the reason why they often have afternoon tea together. But
in Taiwan, eating afternoon tea on weekdays is only the amusement for rich people.

Although Atashinchi is only a daily life cartoon, from watching this series, I can understand the Japanese
lifestyle deeply. Furthermore, by comparing, [ can also figure out the characteristics of my own country, Taiwan.

Teng Yuhua
National Taiwan University

®  Partone
Thanks to this program, I could discover the beauty of Kyoto in dedicated way.

First, If you ever ask me to pick a place in Kyoto that fits “love at first sight,” then it has to be 7%
733> without a doubt.7> % 734> has a magic power to help me to slow down and think of my life. I really
enjoyed walking alnog #&]1| myself so I walked to school along 7% 734> everyday.I think students in Kyoto
University is so lucky to have this fantastic sight on their way to school.

Secondly, To me, not only 7% 734> surprised me a lot , but also U /A U % conquered me! When I
entered U A U %1 felt really chilled out! So I visited lots of U A U % or temples in Kyoto not only in the
morning but also in the evening. I think that is definetel ##ft: makes Kyoto such a charming and fantastic city.

Thirdly , I also found that the pace of people in Kyoto isn’t as fast as people in Taipei , and most people
here ride a bike not a scooter, which makes the atmosphere much more peaceful and comfortable.

What’s more, on the first day, I saw there are also beautiful woman with F1/Ilk shopping in the
supermarket, which left a deep impression on me.

I like the atmosphere, street sight and lifestyle of Kyoto, which make me feel relaxed, so I always
stroll around after school. I almost walked over 15 kilometers every day to explore different street sight in
Kyoto. (But sometimes google map betray me, so I walked longer than I expected) I think if I could, I will
absolutely choose Kyoto as a city to stay with my family.

® Parttwo

My favorite part of this fantastic program is the lecture we had on the third day, ” The Aesthetics and
Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature”, thanks to this lecture, I made up
my mind to experience the beauty of Kyoto in a different way, so I slowed down and filmed when I discovered
something left deep impression on me, and I also made a simple video on JR in the last few days (and I shared
this video with everyone to show how I saw the beauty of Kyoto on the presentation). Some participants even
told me that they have never found that Kyoto is such an exquisite city, which gave me intention to made other
videos if I visit other country in the future, and I also made up my mind to visit Kyoto in other seasons,
especially in spring and fall.

If there had not been the lecture ”The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through
Classical Japanese Literature”, I think I wouldn’t appreciate the beauty that is only dreamt or imaginated,
anticipated yet not attained, the beauty that is imperfect or incomplete, and the beauty that is fleeting and fragile.
And this is also the reason that  went to F°J to experience 451 on the last day of the program, and I think
Z83E also shows the the same point of view to appreciate the beauty, for example, there is a famous sentence
in 7818, thatis” W5 Z 5 %, ” which means “One Encounter, One Chancs ”.That is to say, we have to
cherish every encounter, because we won’t have a same mood, same feeling, with same people, insame  place
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and same time. And I think this sentence also encourages us to cherish every beautiful moment, because the
beauty is also fleeting.

Huan, Wu
National Taiwan University

1. General impression about the program

To conclude my general impression of the program with two words, I’ll say” Free yet coordinated”. The first
day I arrived at Kyoto, I went to the accommodation around 4 at the afternoon. One of my roommate had
already been in the room, we introduced ourselves to each other then we chatted for more than 2 hours until we
went out for food. I really appreciated that the coordinator offered the night and let us meet each other before
the program actually started. Mentioning the schedule, I could learn something new and got enough time to
digest and process but also had time to explore Kyoto and had fun with classmates. During the lecture, I got
chance to learn topics in various fields. Those lectures truly broaden my horizon and make me aware of the
important issued in Japan and even worldwide. In terms of Japanese lessons, the gap of each level could be
fined-tune a little. Since some of participants found it hard to pick a suitable level. Overall, teachers and
supporters made the lessons interesting and also gave us an general introduction to the Japanese culture.

In my daily life in Taiwan, I don’t get much opportunity to share thoughts with students from China, Hong
Kong, Japan ,Germany and South Korea. This program provides us to talk and share thoughts with each other.
Through these time, I learn how to view things from different aspects and with different perspectives.
Additionally, the supportive professors and supporters made these program more complete. Whenever we faced
some problems or wherever we go, they’re always with us. For supportive professors, they all made every
participant feel like home and was taken good care of. For supporters, when we went sightseeing, they tried
their best to explain and gave us their perspectives to things as Japanese. Moreover, they did their best to
connect everyone in the group and made this program an unforgettable memory to us.

Islands in Lake Biwa

During the field trip to Shiga, we were setting sail to Lake Biwa. On our way to do the water transparency test.
There was an island located in the middle of the lake. The island soon caught my eye. I was wondering why
there was a stone tower standing on that island yet it seemed like an uninhabited island. There was no boats or
ships around the island but soon I found that there was a dock on the other side. Then I’m sure that it must have
some stories behind the island. Furthermore, I’'m curious about how many islands there are in Lake Biwa.
Therefore, I did some research through the internet.

Generally, there are four islands in Lake Biwa. First one is Yabasekihan island and it’s an artificial island, which
is near Kusatsu city. Second one is Chikubu island, which is near Nagahama city. The third one is close to
Omihachiman city and it’s called Oki island. The fourth one is what I saw during the field trip. Its name is Takei
island, which is near Hikone city.

Among these island, I did more research on Takei Island since it is what interested me to do the topic.

Takei island is originally made of granite, which is protruding from the bottom of the Lake Biwa. The island
was once covered with abundant bamboos. Hence the island was once called Takeshima in the past. Until Edo
period, trees were planted by carrying soil from Mt. Kojin in Hikone. Nowadays, Takeshima is named after
Island with scenery. Due to people could see various scenery from different aspects and directions. Takei island
has been worshiped since Yayoi period. Today it’s a spiritual and sacred island for Nichiren Buddhism. The
stone tower mentioned above is carved in Lotus Sutra. Along the first year of Meireki era, Nichijo Shonin, who
was in the course of his practice in a temple in Nagahama. He was told in his dream to cross the lake to find an
island and build a stone tower and temple there. The third Hikone Lord has faith in Lotus Sutra, thus he
supported Nichijo shonin for the construction if Mitto-ji. That’s Hikone Lord who arranged the ship and had
people carrying the soil from Mt.Kojin so that the temple could be built on the rocky ground.

On Ki, Cheng
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General impression of the program

The program was undeniably fruitful. I was benefited both academically and spiritually through twelve-
days study. Classes and lectures were conducted in very interactive ways, for instance the elementary Japanese
class provided opportunities to practice our oral speaking by letting us to give a speech in front of the class as
well as singing our common songs in Japanese. It helped boost my confidence in learning Japanese.
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Furthermore, this scheme included different fields of study, in which I could taste a bit of scientific and
economic investigation and learning that I had not experienced before as a history student. The field trip
measuring the water quality of Biwa Lake was truly impressive by knowing the efforts done by numerous
environmentalists and professors to safeguard the natural habitat against excessive and contaminating human
activities. The sharing of Professor T.Matsuzawa on the evolution of human mind from examining chimpanzees
was also remarkable in showing the devotement of the Professors in the Kyoto University towards academic
research in several decades.

On the other hand, the student supporters from the Kyoto University offered us a lot of splendid cultural
experiences. They designed a wide variety of activities after classes, including visiting Arashiyama, having
close contact with monkeys, and giving tours to disparate shrines and museums. The most invaluable thing in
the scheme was the interplay between the Japanese, German, Korean, Taiwan and mainland students. I deeply
appreciated the composition of the program and the room arrangements that I could communicate with people
from diverse countries and cultures and share our lives in assorted areas like college systems and cuisine, and
we even discuss on the political issues concerning each of our countries. I made lots of friends through the
program. We would give unconditional supports to each other when overcoming challenges. Every moments,
days and nights we spent together were gorgeous and unforgettable. I genuinely believed that the memories
during the project will be long lasting to each of us. In a nutshell, the summer program was superb and beneficial,
and it will be much perfect if the transportation arrangements could be refined to avoid excessive walking and
reduce time costs.

2. Museology in Japan

Being enthusiastic in history, I consistently visit different museums while going travelling. The way how
history can be inherited and promoted to various people is always my concern. I believed that a good museum
should be able to attract its countries’ people visiting there regularly as well as foreign tourists in order to
remind people aware of their own history and thus cultivating them, while spreading out its own culture to
enhance the soft power of the country. I have been to numerous museums worldwide, including British,
Canadian, Cambodian and Chinese museums etc.. Among all, I found Japanese museums the most attractive
and impressive. During my exploration in Japanese museums, I observed that visitors there generally spent
much more time in front of one exhibition and some of them were even children. And so, a question came to
my mind: why were there crowds of people “addicted” to those exhibitions? And why were Japanese Museums
so captivating?

In order to figure out the reasons for the popularity and the fascination of Japanese museums, I paid visit
to various museums in Kyoto and Tokyo to find out their similarities in terms of their displaying methods. I
have also looked through some documents to evaluate the principles held by those exhibition places to prepare
displays.

After additional investigation, there were several findings regarding the resemblance of the characteristics
of Japanese museums. First, there were lots interactive workshops and cultural performances. Interactive
corners were set up under each theme of exhibitions accompanied with cultural performances nearby. Second,
some artifacts in regular exhibitions are rotated almost every week. It might give the guests freshness when
revisiting the places. It could helped explain the huge number of people visiting Japanese museums per year as
stated in The Art Newspaper. Moreover, technological elements were widely used in the museums that there
were 3D videos reappearing the lives of ancient Japanese, while computers and tablets were provided for further
information research and as references. It made the information and history more accessible to the public that
the display could be more educational.

The characteristics stated above as being more education in the Japanese museums could be proved by the
governmental documents. According to the Law on Social Education(1949), “The role of museums and libraries
are lifelong learning institutions” and the Museum Act (1951), “Museums are the organizations with the
purpose of collecting and preserving (including nurturing) materials related to history, the arts, folk customs,
industry, natural science, etc., exhibiting them, providing them for use by the general public on the basis of
educational considerations, conducting necessary work in order to contribute to education, research, recreation,
etc., and in addition undertaking surveys and research relating to these materials.” Both statements helped to
construct the principles of Japanese museums as more educational to the public and emphasized a lot on the
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ways how to provoke people’s interests in further investigation after exhibitions. Therefore, the doctrines held
by the museums were clearly shown and the compelling displaying methods were well explained. It is hoped
that Hong Kong’s museums could learn from them and thus boosting the number of visitors to promote Hong
Kong’s own history.

Chun Wai, CHOI
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General impression about the program

Flashing back to the moment I knew I was chosen, I thought the program would be like ‘doing the same kind
of lessons with the same kind of people, but only in a different place’. As time flew, I then knew I had been
chosen to embark on a journey like no other.

It began by an almost magical encounter in which I found all of the students from my institution were actually
on the same plane! And, we did that without meeting anyone before. Things were getting more and more
intriguing after that. On the very first dinner, I was able to meet people from all around the globe. A German
student who had been in Japan for months even taught me proper dining etiquette against a ‘senpai’. When I
returned to my room, I rather accidentally joined a heated debate on the relationship between global governance
and globalization. As I bathed, I was lectured by another German student on the future of the Bavarian
automotive industry and his view on the political turmoil in my city. All these experience had not only
convinced me how lucky we were to be a part of each other’s lives but also how impactful it would be when
destiny put resourceful minds together. I enjoyed the benefit of it on a daily basis thought-out the journey.

Frankly speaking, without my friends, my days here in Japan would have been much less memorable.
Nevertheless, I was also very glad that the excellent teaching of Kyoto University enriched me a lot more than
expected. In my University, Japanese classes are of high intensity where students are asked to fit themselves
into the schedule but Kyoto U was on the other way round. I could clearly feel the enthusiastic support by the
lecturer and the supporters, especially when I was struggling to even get started. Although I was in the Level 1
class, I could grasp the basic communication skills necessary for survival in Japan. It was still a rather marked
achievement for me given the short length of the instruction.

Another indispensable component of Kyoto University’s excellent teaching I experienced was the lectures
given by renowned professors. At my first glance on the timetable, I was not surprised by the topics were to be
introduced since I thought I had heard most of them back in the Chinese University. Yet gradually, I discovered
that professors here approached problems in a far more inspiring and meticulously way. One of them was
Professor Matsuzawa who had even lived with Chimpanzee for decades in order to study how they were
different from human and how they were evolved into us. He then told us we were primarily distinguished from
our closest relative by imagination, the ability to perceive things that not tangible. Additionally, we developed
such ability in the expense of memory over the past millions year.

Professor Matsuzawa’s lecture should be one of the best I have tired. His academic passion was also
undoubtedly the strongest among all scholars I have ever met. By this point, I could finally understand why
students at Kyoto University were so proud of their identity. They were young scholars nurtured by great
scholars. And, this made me feel I am chosen to embark on a journey like no other.

2. Hikone Castle — fit for its era?

It is a widely acknowledged assertion that warfare revolutionized when firearms were considerably deployed
by armies all around the world. Japan was of no expedition. In 1543, a critical moment came for the late
Sengoku period, as muskets were brought by the Portuguese into Nagashima where factories were soon
established in great number for the ever-growing demand from warlords. By 1600, in the battle of Sekigahara,
musketeers had become a main branch in the army, after Calvary and Pikemen. The latter two were also
overshadowed in many occasions during this battle that decided the future of Japan.

As we could perceive, winning a battle is hard but it could be harder to defend the place you have won. This
was obviously the challenge faced by the engineers of Hikone castle in the era of muskets. From 1573 when
the keep was originally built as a part of Otsu castle, to 1622 when the castle as we see it today was completed,
construction plan was constantly changing. Although there was little evidence left in the literature concerning
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the details of it, the traces were, luckily, visible. In my opinion, the engineers had deployed an ingenious rick
to lower the threat of incoming musketeers and to make theirs more threatening at the same time.

Interesting investigation began as we discovered that much of the southern part of Hikone Castle’s wall was
made in a zigzag way during the visit. On the surface, this was not a wise choice at all since it would
significantly increase the cost of construction, at least compared to a straight wall. If such choice was also not
for misleading enemy of the Castle’s actual size by adding complexity and grandness, what would the reason?

Knowing the unsatisfactorily slow loading time of muskets, the Hikone Castle’s defender conceivably made
up mainly of musketeers had to bring the deadliest damage to the emery in one go. With this in mind, the zigzag
wall came into vital existence as it could turn musketeers’ volley fire into the crossfire. Now, no matter how
brave and well-equipped the enemy was, no one could assure their safe passage over each piece of tiny
triangular land between the moat and the zig-zag. Even some of them did survive the initial bullet rain, one
could expect they were not in a number that was enough to overwhelm the defender on the top. Let they made
it until the next wave of reinforcement came, another bullet rain would probably be ready.

An ingenious trick, right? Nevertheless, only southeastern part of the wall was zigzag but not everywhere. A
quite convincing explanation to that, apart from the cost, was that the Hikone castle’s engineers utilized the
terrain to help with the entire defense system. From the aerial map, we could see that the northern part of the
castle touched the bank of Lake Biwa and not much open filed was there in the west. In other words, if the
zigzag wall worked well, the castle would be almost invincible. Logical as my elaboration may have seemed,
the castle was never put into the test as internal wars ceased during the Tokugawa period. Arriving at this point,
I don’t know if the Hikone Castle is fit for the era, sorry............

Chin Ham, WONG
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General impression about the program

As expected, I had a wonderful and unforgettable experience at Kyoto University with many talented students
who come from different countries. This summer program is a golden opportunity for me to enhance my
understanding of different cultural and community perspectives. 1 tried my best to integrate myself into a
society whose culture is totally different from my Hong Kong, I met different friends from Taiwan, Germany,
Beijing and Korea, it enhanced my interest in global issues as well as a broader general knowledge, and had
developed life-long friendships.

Unfortunately, I was sick and went to the hospital in the first week during the program, but it was another
experience in Japan, the pity was that I missed a few lectures and Japanese language classes. I have to appreciate
all the help that KU gave me during the program, there are a lot of enthusiastic Professors, staffs and supporters
in Japan, and made me can feel the passion of Japanese. Under all the supports and medical cares, I recover
completely from the illness.

In the program, it provided much chances for me to understand Japan more in different aspects, and the
lectures and visiting made us know more about Japanese culture. More importantly, off-campus activities is
also a good method to explore Kyoto and Japan, this city and its culture have always fascinated me. The
experience of this program and travelling in Kyoto are entirely different, I can experience the ‘real’ life of the
Japanese, explore the city as an exchange student although it was just a short term experience. | was really
worried about the Japanese language class before the class begins, because I didn’t learn Japanese before the
program, and I think it is quite difficult. However, after the summer program in KU, I felt inspired to learn
Japanese since I believe that there are no better way than learning Japanese to understand and explore Japan.

2. Forgotten Capital: The History of Shiga Prefecture
As a student majoring in History, I have always been passionate about the history of different

countries, especially the study of Asia, moreover, Japan is one of my favorite countries, and I interested in
exploring the history of Japan. KU summer program provided an opportunity for visiting Hikone Castle and
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Lake Biwa, also we had a lecture about the lake biwa, the professor had analysis and discuss Lake Biwa on the
environment aspect. These two places are located in Shiga Prefecture, I don’t have much understanding about
Shiga Prefecture before the visit, it is overshadowed by its neighbor Kyoto. However, I felt inspired to know
more about Shiga Prefecture.

When we discuss the capital of Japan, it is well known that Tokyo is the capital now, and Kyoto was
the ancient capital of Japan. However, there are not really many people know the fact that Otsu also was the
capital of Japan before. As the supporter had told me that not all Japanese know that, and this is the reason that
I named the topic “Forgotten Captial”. In the history of Japan, the capital was moved serval times, but we only
know Kyoto, Osaka these famous cities. Otsu is the capital city of Shiga Prefecture, it served as the capital of
Japan during the Asuka period (538 — 710) in AD 667 — 672.

During the AD 667 — 672, Emperor Tenji founded the Omi Otsu Palace. Unfortunately, the Junshin
War destroyed the Omi Otsu Palace and then Otsu was renamed to Furutsu (7). Therefore, Kyoto (Heian-
kyo) was set up in the neighborhood in AD 794 as new capital, Otsu was replaced by Kyoto immediately after
the Junshin War, and Otsu was an essential traffic point of the capital. After the establishment of the new capital,
the name of the Otsu was restored to its original name. We can learn about the establishment of Kyoto from the
history of Otsu. After the research of the history of Otsu and Shiga Prefecture, it inspires me to study more
history of Japan.

Pui On, Cheng
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General Impression about the program

In general, the “Kyoto Summer Program for East Asia and Germany Students 2019 consisted of three
main components; Japanese language classes, off-campus tours and lectures. The language classes were fruitful
and challenging. The teacher and kyodai supporters, introduced us to a variety of daily and practical Japanese
as well as cultural materials, while at the same time encouraging participants to interact in Japanese. Along
with constructive feedback that was given to each individual student, the classes have created a very supportive
environment for Japanese beginners like me to practice and improve Japanese effectively. They have also
allowed me to establish a more thorough understanding of the grammar, vocabulary as well as some self-
studying methods for further Japanese studies in the future.

The off-campus tours and the lectures, which were led by various experts, were very informative and
insightful. With topics covering technology, education, literature and more, these lectures and tours allowed us
to take a glimpse into different aspects of Japanese culture, modern or classical. I myself was particularly
fascinated by Professor Yukawa’s introduction of the Waka poems. The beauty and flavor of these poems,
together with the atmosphere presented behind those words intrigued me to explore more classical Japanese
poetry in future. Such goal has become one of my motivations to learn and study Japanese.

Outside of the classes and the tours, this program had also offered me great opportunities to communicate
and exchange opinions with a diverse group of people, including not only the Kyodai students and teachers,
but also students from Germany, Taiwan, Korea and Mainland China. As most of us have never been to Japan
before, we together experienced and discovered a lot of native daily life details and sceneries that are
uncommon in our respective home countries. I had a great time roaming around the streets and shrines in Kyoto,
understanding and exchanging views with my newly met friends.

As Japan has always been one of the countries that I consider to study abroad in the future, the Kyoto
Summer Program was a thrilling experience that allowed me to explore and understand the culture first-hand
in person. It was my privilege to attend this program, and I am very grateful to every teachers, supporters and
participants in this program.

2. The classification of the department “History of Chinese Philosophy” in Kyoto University

As a student interested in Chinese intellectual history, the classification of the department “History of
Chinese Philosophy” in the Faculty of Letters in Kyoto University has been a confusing matter personally. In
the Faculty of Letters, “History of Western Philosophy”, “Japanese Philosophy”, “Aesthetics and Art
History”, etc. all belong to the division of Philosophy. However, the “History of Chinese Philosophy” is
neither placed under Philosophy nor the History division but rather the Division of Philology and Literature,
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which revolves around texts and different genres of classical studies. According to my limited knowledge, the
department title “History of Chinese Philosophy” is not common among Japanese universities. Many of them
are called “Chinese Philosophy”, which usually belongs to Philosophy department, or, for example, in Tokyo
University, as “Chinese Thoughts and Culture”, placed under the Philosophy and Religion division.

From what I have gathered, the research target of “History of Chinese Philosophy” mainly revolves
around traditional Confucian classics and other intellectual classics, and value philology heavily in terms of
research methods. I have yet to investigate further on the differences of focus and methods between Kyodai
and other universities’ Chinese Philosophy department, however, the classification of “Philology and
Literature” instead of Philosophy and History in Kyodai might be related to its preferred research methods,
and even furthermore, to Kyoto School’s characteristics, as they are famous for their adaptation and
recognition of the methods of the Qing scholars in the late imperial China in terms of Chinese and Oriental
studies.

On a side note, in Hong Kong, Taiwan and mainland China universities, philology usually belongs to the
Chinese Language and Literature department instead of the Philosophy department. I consulted one of my
teachers and was told such difference is rooted in the academic traditions of the both sides.
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Pui Kwan LI
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

General Impression about the program:

I would like to thank for all organisers and supporters from Kyoto University. They have put a great effort
in organising a variety of activities and taking care of us throughout the program. During this program, I learnt
some basic Japanese such as greeting, self-introduction, numbers,food,music and sports. Although it was an
intensive Japanese course for me , I was so excited that I grasped the opportunities to chat with the locals and
familiarize with their lifestyle. For example, Japanese loves using different adjectives and phrases in order to
show their greatest gratitude and respect to others. Therefore, I realized that Japanese are very courteous and
friendly in meeting others.

Apart from languages, I knew more about the culture and history of Japan. Since Kyoto is one of the
traditional cities in Japan, it is well-known for its historical legacy and culture. I visited many shrines , temples
and castles to know more about Japanese history and its architectures. For example, the construction of the
defensive Hikone Castle in Shiga and the geographical location in building the defensive castles where people
need to climb up for hundreds of steep staircases. Moreover, Japanese are superstitious. They would visit
shrines and temples to wish for good Iucks and blessing by throwing coins or buying mascot. Once they have
achieved their goals or attained their wishes, they would visit the shrines and temples again in an aim to thank
for the gods.

Besides, I joined the corporate tour to visit NABEL.Co.Ltd. Nabel is one of the international
companies which has excellent food technology in doing egg grading and packing. I am amazed with its
detailed operations. As an illustrution, how Nabel can make analysis on the quality of eggs and identify into
different grades, removal of dirty and detection of cracked remarks on the eggs. Thanks to its good technology
in ensuring food standards and consideration to customers’ needs, it makes people feel safe to enjoy the food
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quality and healthy eating stlyle nowadays. With company visting, I found that Japanese emphasize on food
safety as they have invented many sensing technology based food production and food loss reduction. With
secure and accurate food detection system, other countries should learn from them in our daily life.

The most memorable moment was meeting people around the world. We enjoyed the time to share
our cultures such as school life and entertainment. Sometimes, we would chat on some social issues such as
environmental protection and cost of living in different countries in order to understand people’s living standard
and development of a country. Thanks to Kyoto summer program,I could expand my horizon in meeting new
friends and exploring different cultures. I wish we can meet each other somedays and keep in touch after this
program!

Matcha in Japan

Since I have come to Japan, I find that most of meals are usually served with tea, especially green tea or
matcha. [ wonder why Japanese love drinking tea very much and I want to know more about the differences in
tea in other countries as I am a big fans of tea. Therefore, I grasped the opportunity to know more about the
origin of tea,types and tastes of tea throughout this journey.

Tea is one of the important food cultures in Japan. Traced back to the history, tea was first introduced
from China in the 700s. Around 1192-1333, a Japanese brought some powered leaves back to Japan and started
to make tea. When more people tried tea and it became popular, people would have tea and guess the types of
tea during the gatherings. Up till now, they would have tea ceremony regularly to celebrate different seasons
and social events such as marriage and new year. The purpose of having tea ceremony is to create bonding
between host and the guest and have a peaceful mind in our busy daily lives.

Before I came to Japan, I would mix up the taste of matcha and green tea. After [ went to U-ji where
was the first place to cultivate to make tea, I identified the diffences between them. Matcha is a type of green
tea and it is processed with high quality tea leaves. The difference between matcha and green tea is that green
tea is the liquid you get from steeping the tea leaves in hot water while matcha powder is consuming the actual
leaves themselves. Hence, matcha results in a concentrated tea flavour and much bitter compared to green tea.
Indeed, the taste of matcha varies from temperature. If people love to have concentrated and bitter tea, they
should consume matcha powder with higher water temperature.

Another than temperature, the taste of matcha can be affected by serving sweets. Having sweets
before drinking tea can enhance the flavour of matcha. For example, sweets are usually served in the tea
ceremony. Not only can the matcha taste better, sweets also give a sense or taste of season during tea ceremony,
especially in the cherry blossom or the fall leaves seasons.

With investigation and observation, I found that Japanese emphasize on healthy eating lifestlye. They
regard matcha as a supplement to stay healthy. Compared to coffee or red tea, matcha is a healthier alternatives
to make you awake because matcha is rich in vitamins and minerals. It can also have anti-aging, reducing stress
and lossing weight effects. With the aim of maintaing good health, Japanese love drinking matcha all the time!

In Kyoto, people can try a variety of matcha products. Since traditional matcha is bitter, some matcha
products may include additional sweet ingredients which may cover the original taste of matcha. Compared the
matcha in Gion and U-ji, I prefer matcha flavour in U-ji as it is not too sweet and the strong tea flavour makes
you feel pleasant. People can also try different concentrations of matcha in U-ji. Therefore, if you are a big fans
of matcha, I strongly recommend you to try matcha in U-ji!

Yung Ching, NG
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

1. General impression about the program

The Kyoto Summer Program 2019 provided me a chance to visit to Japan and to simultaneously learn the
Japanese culture. The program has comprehensively enhanced my understanding on Japanese culture. For
example, I have learnt how the moon was described and experienced the beauty of literature in the lecture of
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classical Japanese literature, the area which I was not familiar with before the program. Also, I have learnt the
spirit of concentration and perfection in business operation through the visit to the NABEL Co., Ltd, and the
importance of environmental protection through lecture. These aspects of Japanese culture may not be easily
experienced if I only visit to Japan as a tourist, and the Kyoto Summer Program 2019 provided me a chance to
know different aspects of Japan, and to have a unique learning experience.

Furthermore, the most unforgettable activity in the program was the field trip to Lake Biwa, it was because
the professor had mentioned that he had drunk the fresh lake water, which I thought was unbelievable, in the
lecture. However, after having experiments on the boat, we have tried the fresh lake water, which was similar
to the water we drank every day. This experience was very unique, since [ have tried the fresh Lake Biwa water,
and it was the most unforgettable activity in the program.

In addition, the program provided me a chance to learn Japanese. With the help from the teacher and
supporters during the Japanese classes, | have learnt more about the vocabularies and the phrases, and I could
use some basic expressions during my trip in Japan. Although the program was short, I have learnt some useful
expressions and I could have a short self-introduction after the Japanese classes!

Apart from attending the lectures and Japanese classes, I have also participated in the interesting cultural
activities organized by supporters. Through chatting with supporters, I have also learnt a lot about the daily life
of Japanese.

The Kyoto Summer Program 2019 was unique and meaningful, since I have learnt a lot from lectures and
Japanese classes. Besides, I have also learnt and experienced the beautiful and unique Japanese culture.

2. Cycling in Kyoto

The Japanese railway system is famous for us. However, before visiting to Kyoto, I have found that some
books recommended tourists to ride bicycles in Kyoto, so I was interested in the transportation system in Kyoto
before visiting to Japan. During the program, I have walked for about 10km everyday, and I have observed that
cycling was popular in Kyoto. Moreover, the high transportation costs have caught my attention on the
transportation in Kyoto, so I am interested in this topic.

Cycling is popular in Kyoto because of a few reasons. First, the checkerboard-like roads in Kyoto make it
suitable to ride bicycles. It is not easy to get lost and it is safe to ride bicycles. Second, the relatively expensive
trains, buses, and subways increase the attractiveness of cycling. Moreover, the destinations sometimes may
not be near the stations, which makes it time-consuming to change between different means of transport and to
walk from the stations to the destinations. So, it makes cycling to be more economical and faster than other
means of transport. Furthermore, buses are crowded in peak hour, and a traffic jam may be faced. These
disadvantages show the convenience of cycling. In Hong Kong, the transportation cost is not as high as that in
Japan, and most of the places are near the stations, which makes cycling not that attractive in Hong Kong
compared to in Japan. Third, drivers, bicycle riders, and pedestrians follow the traffic rules, so it is safe to ride
bicycles in Kyoto and this increases the attractiveness of cycling. Fourth, compared to walking, cycling is more
convenient and faster. These reasons have contributed to the prevalent use of bicycles in Kyoto.

The unique culture and city design increase the attractiveness of cycling compared with other means of
transport. Besides, visiting with bicycles in Kyoto allows tourists to experience the unique transportation
culture in Kyoto. These reasons explained why cycling is popular in Kyoto.

Picture 2: Tokyo with heavy haze, 1968
And in the program there’s two lectures referring to the pollution of Japan. One is about the minamata
disease (7K{2%%), the other is about the Lake Biwa (EE & j#). From these lectures, I know that up to now the
Japanese government has not solved the issue of minamata disease thoroughly. Many residents who got
minamata disease due to the chemical pollution are not officially recognized as the victims. Therefore, they
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can’t get the compensation and many of them lead a hard life. As to the Lake Biwa, the water there deteriorated
in 1960s, and it took the government over 30 years to make the lake clean again. So we can conclude that for
both Japan and China, the development model is very similar: to pollute firstly in exchange of prosperous
economy and then start to restore the broken environment. That’s exactly the old-fashioned viewpoint of “grow
now, clean up the environment later”. Japan has gone through the whole process but China is still in the way.
Honestly speaking, that’s really a bad way for social development. It is inefficient and not environment-friendly.
That’s why we advocate sustainable development now. Sustainable development, by the definition of Wikipedia,
is the organizing principle for meeting human development goals while at the same time sustaining the ability
of natural systems to provide the natural resources and ecosystem services upon which the economy and society
depend. It indicates that when developing the economy, we should take the environment into consideration.
After all, nobody will feel happy if surrounded by tons of smelly trash. I hope that sustainable development
will be adopted by everyone and all the countries. And under the guidance of sustainable development, I’'m
confident that before long China will become a beautiful country like Japan!

Jaeyeon, JEON
Yonsei University

1. General Impression about the program (300-500 words)

[ At the certificate ceremony, I was honored with the opportunity to represent Yonsei University and give a
speech as the ending remark. For it strikes me that this was perhaps the most truthful and compact way of
articulating my impression, I have put the manuscript without rendition below. I hope this will convey the
sentiment of gratitude and indebtedness in the most intact and complete manner. ]

I have a friend who’s doing her Ph.D on the international relationship between Korea and Japan. She
once told me that my understanding of Japanese society is akin to that of the Western people. I did not know
how to react to this, and still don’t, but it definitely gave me some food for thought.

UIC or Underwood International College at Yonsei university is heavily under the influence of the U.S.
and the English language. Not only are the classes conducted only in English, but the majority of our faculties
are either from English-speaking countries or had long been exposed to the education from the states. |
myself also have studied English Literature for 2 years before switching to Comparative Literature where I
fell in love with the European art and philosophy, so it goes without saying that despite my Korean identity,
the impression I have on Japan would differ from, say, a 50 year-old Ojii-chan, or Ahjussi in Korean, who
was born and raised in Korea with the educational background that must have instilled a far stronger sense of
patriotism in himself.

In that sense, getting to know Japan becomes an incredibly individualistic process. II-wha, who’s from
Ulsan and who studies Design Management would have a different point of view from Hye-in, who’s from
Seoul and studies Technology Management. Quite probably, Phuong from Vietnam would have a radically
different perspective than me, and my ideas would surely differ from the fellow German students.

What I am trying to get across here is that, the reason why every impression is bound to be subjective is
because there are so many levels, so much diverging experiences, such complicated dynamics taking place
even within a single person. And then, to make things more complicated, there are different shades of Japan.
There would be the Japan that Japan wants to introduce, but there is also a side of Japan in its entierety. There
would be Japan that Japanese people experience in their daily lives but even that would differ depending on
where each person is coming from. All these said, it’s evident that there will always emerge a constant and
unavoidable mismatch in anyone’s future endeavors of understanding Japan.

However, as someone who has always had, and will always have, a soft spot for Japan and its culture, I
opt to bridge the discrepancy between such varied shades within myself and such diverse hues of Japan. And
if one has to start at some point, it’s always better to start with those who are considerate than reluctant, kind-
hearted than cynical, and most importantly those who are willing to give help, even at the sacrifice of their
own convenience. That said, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my gratitude to all the faculties
and supporters here. Only through your hard works and patience could this summer program come true, and
the four of us from Yonsei university deeply and sincerely appreciate your guidance and support.

As everything good has to come to an end, today effectively marks the end of the 2019 Summer
Program. However, in the hope of meeting you all in the near future, the memories we have made together
will always remain near my heart. Thank you.
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2. The Beauty of the Void
In the final volume of his masterpiece "A la recherche du temps perdug, Proust argued that the

literary realism and the authors who claim to belong to the group couldn’t be further from the reality despite
their attempts at “describing the things(Décrire les chose).” Similarly, in her essay “Modern Fiction,”
Woolf criticized the writers whose foremost concern is the minute description of the reality because their
writings eventually fail at capturing the essence of life that every novelist must strive to crystalize. Listening
to these authors, it becomes natural to question whether reproducing a replica of the real world in fictions is
actually to no avail, because it is, in Proust’s language, only the “surface” of things, and in Woolf’s language,
nothing but “ill-fitting vestments.”

Then how is this literary modernism in Europe relevant to Japanese literature? During her lecture entitled
“The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature”, professor
Yukawa mentioned Donald Keene’s “Essay in Idleness.” Here, Keene praises Japanese literature for its
capability to leave the void as it is, and even appreciate this emptiness for its very characteristic. In his claim
that “Asymmetry and irregularity allow the possibility of growth, but perfection chokes the imagination.” it is
my belief that there is an element that resonates with the modernists’ antipathy against the microscopic, and
thus stifling descriptions.

One of the examples that epitomize this tradition might be Kawabata Yasunari’s novel “T%5 5 3 [Yuki-

Guni],” whose first sentence is so popular that even people who haven’t read the book recognize the opening
sentence. [[EIR DRV XL Z2 kT H EEETh -7, KOENAL 272, (5 HATITRHEN 1L
% ©723] In these three sentences, what the author offers is not specific at all. However, what we readers
receive is the full imagery of the setting. Although it’s vastly different from the dense descriptions of the
realists, it still makes us envision that precise moment when we get out of the tunnel and see the snow-laid
plain for the first time.

In my opinion, Gawabata Yasunari manages to perform this so adroitly because he did not try to
duplicate the real setting. Instead, he left the void as it was, only with the incredibly poetic signal words like
“4Z DJE” (which could only be translated in a roundabout way in English) and gave us room to fill with our
own imagination. As Donald Keene remarked, because it is not the perfect replica, it allows the readers an
opportunity to imagine and thereby participate in the creation of the fictional world as an active agent. For the
realists, readers’ task would have been only to materialize the given text, faithfully obeying the indications.
However, in Yasunari’s fictional world, there is no longer the strict demarcation between the work of an
author and that of the readers. With the positioning not unrelated to what Barthe once called “La morte de
["auteur,” 1 find the undying thread of modernism that negates descriptions and gives rise to the role of
readers continued from the Ancient Japanese poetry to Yasunari’s immortal work of art.

Ilhwa, Ryu
Yonsei University
1. General impression about the program

It was the first time that [ have stayed in abroad over a week. I struggled with language barriers, limited budget
amount, harsh weather, confusing schedules and sometimes my health condition blocked me from joining
activities. Everyone, except a boy from the same university was new to me so that I had to introduce myself
over ten days during the program and a huge amount of personal information was there to be memorized. It
was a big burden to be friends with everyone, however at the same time it was sincerely a big honor and
pleasure to hanging out with them.

One day, in a hotel lobby, I had a chance to talk about overall culture with a Chinese student, majoring in
physics. His background was totally different from what I have and we both had a lot of amazing stuffs to share
together. Starting from languages, we dealt with education, politics, leisure facilities, and etc. Even though I
had already had numerous conversation on culture differences with other students throughout the program, that
night is unforgettable because the talk went beyond sharing information itself, but it was based on our friendship
which had been built somewhat sturdily as time passed by. It was more like a true cultural exchange since it
was a friendly chatting rather than an intentional culture exchange.

3 Edward G. Seidenstickers translation is as follows: “The train came out of the long tunnel into the snow
country. The earth lay white under the night sky. The train pulled up at a signal stop.”
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The day before the last day, [ had a dinner with two supporters whom I spent whole two weeks together. I could
visit the very old Japanese food restaurant where even one of their parents used to come when he was a student.
When I heard the story, I felt like I was in a line of time in which every person strives to make its own life
value. I thought I was floating somewhere between the past and the future rather than existing as a dot in a
fixed temporal spot. I think the mixed usage of three languages including Korean, Japanese, and English made
the obscure atmosphere clearer.

2. Butoh-kan

Butoh is an avant-garde dance that was born in Japan in the 1950s. Butoh reflects a Japanese original physicality
and spirituality as a unique style of performance art, possessing its exclusive aesthetic value. Butoh challenges
conventional formats of performance art as it focuses on the themes or messages the artists try to convey rather
than sticks to developing superficial elements such as appearance or regular orders. Butoh artists with white
make-up sensitively use their bodies so that we can hardly recognize their movements unless they create sounds
as a channel of their messages. These features have high praise internationally among people who pursue such
arts.

Unfortunately, the domestic population pursuing the artistic value of Butoh is extremely declining that even it
is not aware among people who live near Butoh theater. Butoh’s position in art world is comparatively timid
than Kabuki which has a widely known reputation among not only Japanese themselves but also accompanied
global fans.

In my opinion, I believe Butoh-kan in Kyoto has the responsibility to maintain the value of Butoh and make
the public keep track on the art at the same time. Of course, it is knowledgeable to revive a historic Japanese
storehouse as a venue of Butoh by making the audience be purely immersed by the Japanese-exclusive
experience. However, I assert that at least Butoh should be able to be caught by the people who try to pursue
the artistic value. The current situation even seems to prevent the popularity of Butoh and try to be away from
the public by remaining in a tiny corner of houses, blocking itself to be recognized.

Art products are not something that we can touch or see directly. Art should be felt or experienced to be existed.
What makes the value of art comes from the people who pursue it. Therefore, Butoh-kan should take its
responsibility to expose itself to public rather than sticking to its mysterious value no one would know.

Thi Lan Phuong, NGUYEN
Yonsei University

1. General impression about the program

The Kyoto Summer Program was the highlight of my summer this year. As someone who has never been to
Japan before, I was welcomed with warm hospitality and made wonderful memories with Japanese people and
international friends. Firstly, Kyoto University’s staffs and professors were extremely kind and helpful. The
staffs aided my visa process since day one and continued to help me during the program. I am extremely grateful
that everyone cared about me when I was sick and offered to take me to the clinic. Even though my illness
prevented me from participating in all of the program’s activities, I can see the dedication invested in the
planning process and enjoyed the Japanese lessons, lectures, as well as the field trip to Nabel and Biwa lake. I
believe that the program was truly successful because it tried to incorporate exchange students into Japanese
everyday life for two weeks. As I walk to school everyday on the bank of Kamo river to be welcomed by
professor and friends in the Yoshida International House, I truly felt like a student in Kyoto University. Secondly,
I appreciate the effort of the supporters in helping me study Japanese and taking me to various places in Kyoto.
Many supporters were younger than me yet they demonstrated brilliant leadership and organizational skills. I
am also impressed by their language abilities, knowledge and friendliness, which reflects the qualities of Kyoto
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University’s education. Lastly, I am thankful to have had the chance to spend time with international friends
from East Asian countries and Germany. Hearing perspectives from different parts of the Chinese speaking
community enlightened my understanding of the political and cultural situation in China and nearby countries.
I am also impressed by everyone’s language abilities and intelligence. As someone who only speaks English
and some Korean, I feel a strong urge to learn from friends in the program and improve my language skills. All
in all, I believe that the Kyoto Summer Program is a leading example of organization and inclusion. I hope to
write more about the program and would definitely recommend the program to my peers.

2. Modern Kyoto: Where shadow meets light

This is my first time in Japan but my interests in Japan and Japanese literature started after my freshman year
class on Tanizaki Juichiro. Tanizaki is a famous Japanese author who was active during the first half of the
twentieth century. Writing at a time of influx and uncertainty, his work reflects the anxiety of the inevitable to
transition modern life style.

By the 1930s, Tanizaki claimed in his essay /n Praise of Shadow, with the single exception of America, no
country in the world suffered from an excess of electric lights and neon than Japan: Einstein, on a visit to Kyoto,
observed that artificial lights burned in Japan even during the day. Yet so many aspects of Japanese culture,
Tanizaki argued, relied on the nuance of shade — hints and allusions and an appreciation of age and patina.
Whether discussing Japanese ceramics, noh, even the Japanese toilet, a Japanese mind is bound to care for light
and shadow. In Praise of Shadow was the text that changed my understanding of Japanese as well as Asian
culture. At the turn of the 20th century, Asian countries accustomed to the dimly lit light of the candle and moon
were forced to be exposed to the lime light of Western modernity. Electric light was a shock, and fervent
condemnation of electric light or anything modern hints an underlining pain of a people who were forced to be
modern.

I came to the Kansai region in search of the shadowy world that Tanizaki once adored. From Kyoto to Kobe,
Himeji then Nara, at every temple that I visited, I asked to see the traditional Japanese toilet that Tanizaki wrote
so fondly about in his various writing. I did not find any of them. The traditional Japanese toilet is now replaced
with the high tech toilet from TOTO, a modern invention yet essentially Japanese. I abandoned central Kyoto
in search for the shadow high in Kurama mountain. Embraced by the shadow of the forest and temples then
stood in awe every time the sunlight pierces through the leaves, I finally understood the importance of shadow
in Japanese culture. We are able to appreciate light not because it is beautiful but because it was embraced by
a shadowy background. Yet as I reached Kifune shrine I was welcomed with free Wifi and a personalized app
to read fortune in different language. Under the shadow of the magnificent wooden structure of Kurama temple,
with my free Wifi and a brilliant view that is comparable to heaven, my search for a preserved shadowy world
came to an end with failure but compensated with a novel perspective: The contemporary Japanese people were
able to transform the Western light that tormented Tanizaki once into something of their own. From our
corporate visit from Nabel to Panasonic, I have the chance to witness the latest technological invention of the
Japanese. Tanizaki argued for a deep appreciation of darkness and the unknown as an attempt to remind
Japanese people of the importance of preserving Japanese culture. As I ride on the rapid train that passes through
tall buildings and temple grounds everyday, the profound shadow of traditional life blends effortlessly with the
brilliant light of modernity. Kyoto welcomed me with a curiosity of its shadow, and now I will leave with the
addition of an understanding of Kyoto's localized light.

My days in Kyoto are numbered, and at the end of the journey I went to visit Tanizaki's grave in Kyoto. Deep
down the Philosopher path, under a beautiful sakura tree that he planted himself, Tanizaki rests in the world of
shadow that he vowed to protect. I hope that Tanizaki will be content, knowing that the people have successfully
walked out of the binary world of traditional shadow and foreign light of the twentieth century to create a
harmonious world of their own. I would like to thank Kyoto University for allowing me the chance to visit this
wonderful city and Tanizaki resting spot. The two weeks in Kyoto deepened my understanding about Japanese
culture, and I hope to return once again when cherry blossom blooms on the bank of the Kamo river where we
walked to school together in the memorable summer of 2019
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Hyein Ahn
Yonsei University

1. General Impression

—M]—2> (ichigoichie). This Japanese saying by Soji roughly translates into “one life, one
encounter.” It describes every meeting as a once-in-a-lifetime encounter and encourages us to give each
moment of our lives our all. —#]—2% also happened to encapsulate the two weeks that I spent with 46 other
people in Kyoto. The students and professors at Kyoto University welcomed us with open arms and offered
us the warmest hospitality imaginable. The Japanese supporters and professors were not the only new
acquaintances | made along the way. The KSP participants of 2019 mostly started out as a crew of strangers
who came from different countries and were at different stages of their lives. Throughout the program,
however, we were able to take to these new connections and friendships with the utmost enthusiasm.

In Japanese class, we watched a silent film made in the 1930s and worked together to lines for the
script. During lunch hour, we got to mingle and share not just a meal but our diverse languages as well. After
the official obligations of the day came to a close, we would take a walk to Kamogawa River, grab a can of
beer, and share conversations that were at times intellectual and at times casual.

During one of these after-hours outings, a fellow participant from China and I discussed the ideal
forms of government, openly addressing the flaws and pitfalls in those of our native countries and the U.S. As
someone with preconceived notions as to China’s tight grip on its citizens’ absolute patriotism, being able to
talk openly about its political system with a Chinese national came as a particularly enlightening surprise. We
also talked about how law and politics are often shaped entirely by the decision maker’s point of view, which
led to a lively exchange on why scientific fields such as artificial intelligence should not set themselves apart
but communicate and collaborate with the humanities.

In the end, we grew to recognize one another as companions, roommates, friends, and so much
more. The 2019 Kyoto University Summer Program left me with invaluable encounters that took me beyond
my textbooks and showed me a whole new world. I thank everyone who took part in this unforgettable
experience that will no doubt shape my future for the better.

2. Locating Ourselves Through the Passage of Time

My two weeks in Kyoto were a vivid glimpse into an important site of nostalgia, a place where
centuries of history intersect with the hustle and bustle of the present. The soba restaurant located in the
middle of the downtown area had a history that dated back to the 1400s; the Higashiyama district I often
strolled through had a history of more than 1200 years. Kyoto is a city steeped in a distinct sense of tradition
and serenity, inevitably bringing to mind the topic of “nostalgia,” one of the most commonly addressed
themes in Japanese culture.

Many renowned Japanese animations have focused on the elements of time and nostalgia. Shinkai
Makoto’s Your Name deals with two lovers from different points in time and depicts a mutual attachment that
transcends that divide. Similarly, The Girl Who Leapt Through Time by Hosoda Mamoru illustrates a male
protagonist who travels from the future due to his attachment to the present. Eventually, he goes back to the
future with his emotions and feelings hovering in the present. 5 Centimeters Per Second also follows the
story of a protagonist who continues to connect with his younger self instead of residing in the present.

Some say that it is best not to be caught up in the past, but “nostalgia,” which refers to a sentimental
longing for the past, can in fact have a positive impact. It improves your mood, strengthens positive self-
esteem, and even provides existential meaning. While the whirlpool of intense emotions dragging oneself
towards the past may sometimes be difficult to overcome, our wistful recollections of the past offer us a piece
of magic to hold close to our hearts in real life.

Growing up is an inevitable process. True change begins not from gaining more knowledge but
from forgetting. The forces of oblivion can very well take away the innocence of childhood and cause one to
neglect their identity. Buried under piles of work, endlessly shifting social circles, and the daunting
uncertainty of the future, people forget who they once were. However, in Kyoto, the city where the past and
the present co-exist, [ was able to become an academic and individual who deeply appreciates both what has
come before me and what lies ahead.
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Julian JELINSKY
University of Gottingen

1. General impression about the program

The “Kyoto University Summer Program for East Asia and Germany” was a special experience for me and I
am very grateful that I was allowed to take part in it. The program was very diverse and included different
lectures in various topics — even topics beyond my different major subjects. Another important part of the
program was the Japanese language lessons and study visits to (non-) university learning areas.

Due to the heterogeneous composition of the participants (undergraduate/graduate, major, general field of
study), the summer school offered the opportunity to learn something beyond someone’s own field of expertise.
In addition, the lectures and lecturer contributed this. Related to this aspect I would like to refer to Prof. Goto’s
(University of Shiga Prefecture) lecture and the subsequent field trip to the middle of Lake Biwa.

My impression of the Japanese lessons, which were also a main part in the program’s schedule, is a little divided.
Personally, I was very pleased about the schedule we got before the program started because the Japanese
lessons were a good opportunity to continue my study of Japanese language which I began at Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies in April 2019. On the one hand, I think, the difference between Level-1 (starting with T
7372 and self-introduction phrases) and Level-2 were too high. At this point I would have preferred a level
between Level-1 and Level-2 class. In the end, I chose after a consultation with Prof. Kawai the Level-2 class.
Even though the course was very challenging for me, I think it was the best option. With some help from the
Kyoto University Supporters it was possible for me to follow the class. In the end, on the other hand, there was
a good middle course for this “problem”.

I also want to highlight the cordial and good support from organizers of the Kyoto University Summer Program
and especially from the team of “Supporters”. They made every imaginable effort for feeling welcomed in
Japan, Kyoto and at Kyoto University. Also, beyond the parts listed in the schedule, they have shown honest
interest in the different countries, cultures, beliefs and experiences of all participants who took part in the
program.

All in all, I enjoyed the “Summer Program for East Asian and Germany” at the prestigious Kyoto University
very much. I also had the opportunity to get to know students from different parts of East Asia, discuss with
them about various topics and learn something beyond my study program.

2. HZAFE and German: Haiku (fE4]) as a part of Language and Literature

The topic I have been particularly interested in during this the summer program is the Japanese short poetry
form haiku (E)). One of the main reasons is the combination about Prof. Yukawa’s lecture about “The
Aesthetics and Sensitives of the Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature” and my interest in
German (and comparative) literature. Prof. Yukawa told us about one of the main motives in Japanese literature
— the seasons. In this context, she showed examples written in the form of iaiku. During my research about
haiku and its exact definition, I found out, that there are different perspectives possible for a definition of haiku.
But in general, a haiku can be defined as a specific form of Japanese lyric — more specific: poem — that consists
out of 17 syllables divided into three lines with each five, seven and five syllables. In its original tradition,
haiku are connected the topic of nature and seasons in the field of Japanese classic literature.

Because I know this specific form of poem out of my school curriculum, I was interested in a potential German
adaption of this special form of poem. Furthermore, I expected some problems the writers had to deal with
while transforming /aiku in a European or German form. Also, I tried to explain if there was a specific reason
why haiku became interesting for European and German writers in the 1920s.

In this short overview I will try to present at least one aspect for each question of interest. Obviously, German
language and Japanese language differ in a high quality. So, the original form was not easy to transfer to German
language. In the European and German literature there are — also in Japanese literature nowadays as well —
“original” and “modern” variants. While the seasons are an important topic in Japanese literature, also the
German adaption the main topics were as well nature and capturing moments in a short poem (related to
impressionism). Especially after the second World War the haiku was rediscovered. So, nowadays, the variety
in topics is big — also in Japan. The following example shows a haiku with a modern topic, unattached to
seasons and nature:

Claudia Brefeld
lighting a candle
my hand touches the ground —
war cemetery
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One of the last aspects I was interested in about haiku is related to its reason for popularity in European countries

like Germany. Around the fin de siecle a big interest of Japan was recognized in Europe (Japanoisme). A lot of

people were interested in Japan’s history, art and literature, what might had an influence on Aaiku in Germany

and Europe in general.
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Christopher MAUERSBERGER
Technical University of Munich

1. General Impression about the program

Before the program, I have already spent about four months at Kyushu University in Fukuoka where I had
already experienced a lot. Nevertheless, I must admit: The Summer School at Kyoto University was one of my
highlights during my time in Japan. Most importantly, it helped me a lot in reflecting my time in Japan as well
as improving my Japanese as I could even learn some words and expressions of Kyoto- and Kansai-ben.
The latter is especially due to the supporters who I talked with quite a lot. But I also have to thank the language
class and its very good and patient teacher. By watching the same scene of the anime “Sasae-san” as long as it
took to understand the words spoken for example, my comprehension skills enhanced a lot. This is crucial for
daily life.
Within the program, I could not only make Japanese friends, which I hope to see again in future. I also made
friends within the German colleagues as well as with Hong Kong, Vietnamese, Taiwanese and Korean students.
As I will travel to Taiwan and Korea in September, I am looking forward to visiting latter ones.
Besides these aspects, [ was impressed by the variety the program offered. It covered basically every area of
university research, from linguistic over cultural to social as well scientific issues.
Especially the trip to Lake Biwa will remain in my memories as a highlight. As a cultural aspect, we visited
Hikone castle; as a linguistic aspect, I could practice Japanese with the supporters and made some friends with
them; as a scientific aspect, we made experiments with sea floor in the laboratory as well as experiments on
the lake. I am therefore highly thankful for the organisation and for Professor Goto’s high efforts.
Another event which inspired me a lot, was the lecture about Chimpanzees by Professor Matsuzawa. Since |
came to Japan, I have been thinking a lot about the way humans learn — as I was looking for an efficient way
to become capable of Japanese. It was therefore amazing to see Chimpanzees learning new things by just
watching without actually being “taught”. Therefore, I think the best way for gaining speaking skills in Japanese
is to listen a lot (to get a feeling for the language) and then to try to speak a lot (until it works, like the little
chimpanzee trying to open a nut).
I am highly thankful for these aspects of the program as well as all the aspects and many activities I could not
mention within these lines. I hope the Kyoto Summer Program will continue for many more years and fill
international students with enthusiasm for Kyoto University as well as Japan. With this hope, I would like to
end with a quote of Sir Thomas More: “Tradition is not to preserve the ashes but to pass on the flame.”

2. Vending Machines in Japan

When I came to Japan, there were basically two things that I realized as the biggest difference between Germany
and Japan when walking through the streets: Clean toilets everywhere as well as vending machines at every
corner.

When I did some research about the issue of vending machines, I discovered I was not the only one trying to
find an answer to the question, why they were so successful in Japan — but hardly found in other countries.
Many web pages exist describing vending machines ( H ik 521, where there are sometimes quite fancy ones)
as a Japanese phenomenon.

Today, about 5 Million vending machines exist in Japan (according to different web pages); that is one machine
per 25 people on average. Indeed, after my experience in Kyoto, this number seems quite possible as there were
even seven vending machines in front of the hotel and more than 25 machines on my only 20-minute walk from
the hotel to Yoshida Campus.
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Figure 1: Vending machines in front of the hotel

Several theories exist for the vast distribution of vending machines. First of all, they are very convenient and
with about the same prizes of conbinis — available twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a year. This would of
course not only be true for Japan, but in addition to other countries, there is relatively little vandalism.
Secondly, natural hazards such as typhoons and earthquakes often occur in Japan. Out of historical view, this
might be a reason for the desire of supply security in “normal” times (what might also be a reason for the many
toilets). Furthermore, some vending machines offer their drinks for free as well as some crucial information in
times of catastrophes.

Another, economical reason for the success of vending machines exists: “Competitive” machines are often
clustered as can also be seen in figure 1 (CocaCola, Asahi and Ito-En). At first, this might seem as a reason
against success, however, an old wisdom says “competition stimulates business”. Nevertheless, for this effect
to become true, vending machines must have already existed.

To conclude, both high supply and high demand led to the high success of vending machines — which led to
higher supply again.

Indeed, reasons for the success of vending machines are quite complex. I would like to do further research on
that — if I had the time.

Artur, USBEK
Technical University of Munich

1. General Impression about the program:

The Japanese classes were really interesting, because they aren’t directly aiming to teach Japanese grammar,
but to improve the Japanese language proficiency by studying the Japanese culture. Therefore, I could learn a
lot about Kyoto and the Kansai region. The logical consequence of the short duration of this program is that
my standard Japanese has only improved slightly, while my Kansai-Japanese has made a huge jump.

Besides, I learnt a lot through the different lectures which were provided by the professor. I would have never
had the chance to get such a broad view about so many various subjects and I was especially fascinated and
shocked about how smart chimpanzees are. Maybe we can apply these results in Engineering for Al too.
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Nevertheless, the best point about this program are not the lectures, Japanese courses or the activities, but by
far the people, who I was able to talk to. Speaking to the Japanese Supporters and people in Kyoto in Japanese
and Kansai-Japanese and seeing them smile, then being greeted wholeheartedly by the Thai and Vietnamese
students after I changed to a higher-level Japanese course and also all the beautiful late-night discussions, I had
with my Asian roommates, made this program such a success.

I personally think that I learned a lot about Asian countries, their values, traditions, communication and most
important their friendliness.

2. Japanese Philosophies in Aircraft Design:

Through the lectures “High Economic Growth and Minamata Disease”, “Sensing Technology Based Food
Production and Food Loss Reduction for 9 Billion Global Population Time” and “The Aesthetics and
Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature” I got interested in, how Japanese
companies are attacking Aesthetic, Environment and Waste Problems in aircraft design.

Figure 1: The proof-of-concept Hondalet, retired in 2011 [1]
For example, in Fig 1 the Honda HA-420 HondalJet can be seen. Michimasa Fujino the Designer of this airplane
was trying to achieve an advanced light jet with high fuel efficiency and highspeed capability. The special
characteristics are the Over-The-Wing Engine Mount (OTWEM) Configuration and the natural laminar flow
(NLF) technologies. The OTWEM-Configuration is eco-friendly, because of its wing acting as a shield and
reflecting the noise away from the ground. The wing is also not mounted on the fuselage, so vibrations are not
transmitted directly into the fuselage, so it is less noisy inside the cabin. On top of that this configuration
reduces the fuel consumption, because it reduces wave drag at transonic speeds. The aircraft structure, which
is made out of a co-cured integral structure combined with honeycomb sandwich structures, is manufactured
out of composite material. Therefore, the unique aerodynamic contoured could be achieved, followed by a
better cost-performance of the jet. By using an NLF-nose and NLF-wing the aerodynamic drag could be
reduced further [2, 3]. This special nose makes this aircraft aesthetic appreciable and gives the airplane the look
of a kingfisher. The kingfisher was also used as an inspiration for the Japanese high speed and highly efficient
bullet-train Shinkansen by Eiji Nakatsu, an Engineer and birdwatcher [4]. So, it can be said, that Japanese are
paying a lot of attention to nature and trying to transfer these small details into technology. The Hondalet is
therefore an aesthetic, environmentally friendly and not wasteful aircraft.
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Figure 2: Mitsubishi Regional Jet [5]

Another example is the Mitsubishi Regional Jet (MRJ) seen in Fig. 2. The smaller variant of this airplane is
called Mitsubishi SpacelJet. Since it is their first jet after a long period of time, designing this jet from zero
allowed Mitsubishi to use cutting-edge Aerodynamics as the characteristic streamlined nose, high aspect ratio
wings and enhanced optimized wing and engine configuration [6]. The Japanese’s love for details can be found
in the wing and engine configuration, where a new optimization method has been used to detect a low-pressure
region caused by a shock wave between engine nacelle and wing, leading to lower drag and therefore lower
fuel consumption. These enhanced aerodynamics and the new lightweight composite structures contributed to
the aircraft's environmental footprint [7]. Another side effect of the enhanced aerodynamics combined with
new more efficient Engine is the lower noise region at airports and lower emissions, making it the greenest jet
in its class [8].

Finally, it can be said, that the Japanese philosophies I have learnt in the Kyoto Summer Program can also be
found in aircraft design. Furthermore, Japanese airplanes are not only environmental friendlier and aesthetic,
but also the new cabin designs and engine configurations allow more space and comfort for the passengers.

References
[1] Gallery of Exterior Photos — Hondajet; Honda North America Inc.
(US) ; URL: https://www. hondajet. com/gallery—and—

downloads/exterior#9 (last visited on 16/08/2019).

(2] A History of Business Jet Inovation — Hondajet; Honda North America
Inc. (US); URL: https://www. hondajet. com/hondajet/innovations (last
visited on 16/08/2019).

[3] SAE International to Honor Honda Aircraft Company President
Michimasa Fujino with Clarence L. (Kelly) Johnson Aerospace Vehicle
Design and Development Award; Honda North America Inc. (US); URL:
https://www. _
honda jet. com/news/article?articleType=pressrelease&categoryType=71
9f1a30-8817-401a-be07-9b5bf5e0156a (last visited on 16/08/2019).

(4] How one engineer’s birdwatching made Japan's bullet train better;
Tom McKeag; 9. October 2012; URL:
https://www. greenbiz. com/blog/2012/10/19/how—one—engineers—
birdwatching—made—japans—bullet—train—better (last  visited on
16/08/2019).

_57_



[5]

(6]

[7]

(8]

MR] Wallpaper, Mitsubishi Aircraft Corporation; URL:
https://www. flythemrj. com/j/media/ (last visited on 16/08/2019).
The Mitsubishi Spacejet; Mitsubishi Aircraft Corporation; URL:
https://__www.mitsubishiaircraft.com/spacejet _ (last visited on
16/08/2019).

Optimizing The MR]’ s Aerodynamics Through Advanced Design; Mitsu
bishi Aircraft Corporation; Shigeru Obayashi; 18. September 2017;
URL: https://progress. flythemrj. com/optimizing—the—mr js—
aerodynamics—mode (last visited on 16/08/2019).

Mitsubishi Spacejet Brochure; Mitsubishi Aircraft Corporation; URL:
https://cdn2. hubspot. net/hubfs/5868074/The-Mitsubishi—
SpaceJet. 2. pdf?__

_hssc=122718548. 3. 1565660867005&__hstc=122718548. da652dc24d7a37c0b
6605303efbbeab0. 1565660867005. 1565660867005, 1565660867005, 1&__hsfp
=657257952&hsCtaTracking=34cd7f38-8750-4246-b899-793261c4
27£3%7Cla8a76ea—ccdc—42b7-82dc—d48alb7e3flc (last visited on 16/08/
2019).

_58_



Viviane Becker
University of Bonn

General Impression:

Talking about the exhibitions I really have to emphasize how much the supporters did for us throughout these
10 days. There were always interested in talking with us. Spend a lot more time with us than they had to and
even did a lot of things with us that were not part of the curriculum. Without the supporters we would have
had only half as much fun and half as much experience. I really have to thank them a lot for everything they
did.

Next to the excursions we of course also had Japanese classes. Apart from the difficulties in the beginning
with finding the correct class for us I really did profit a lot from the lessons. The teacher was very
understanding about our situation and changed her teaching plan in a way that we were also able to follow.
Also she made us very helpful sheets summarizing the grammar points we needed. During these lessons we
did write, talk and read a lot. Which are the usual activities not done in the usual language classes. This
helped improving my Japanese skills in a very effective way and also took away the fear of using the
language in everyday life.

Lastly we had several lectures, the Panasonic museum and the company visit that we did. Because the interest
in the lectures surely depends on the interest one has for the topic I was interested in some of them more in
some of them less. Specifically interesting was the Chimpanzee lecture which was not only very entertaining
but also contained some very surprising information about these animals. Also the lake Biwa excursion was
very interesting and I will surely never forget the fact that I can drink water from 40m deepness. Not so much
impressed was I by the Panasonic museum and the company visit. For the company visit I had much higher
expectations. I thought we would really get some insight information how a Japanese company works and
what you can expect if you work for one. Instead I had the feeling they did everything possible to give the
company the best possible image and made a hiring event out of that visit. [ was a little bit disappointed by
that. But expectations can break many dreams one had.

The 10 days long summer school of the University of Kyoto invited a lot of students from all across Asia. I
usually like this international environment. Just this time I had the feeling that the students did not really mix
with each other. The Chinese were always around the Chinese, the Korean always around the Korean and the
German mostly together with the other Germans. I found that a little bit sad because I could not discover as
much as [ wanted. The only exception were the exhibitions that we had. My groups were always kind of
small so it was much easier to get in contact.

All in all I was really happy with the summer school and my improvement in my language skills. I have to
thank all the persons involved in the program for giving us such a nice experience. I met Kyoto University as
a place I would love to return for a longer period.

Templestay program:

When you think about Kyoto you usually connect it with the image of a lot of temples. Since we do not have
any temples or shrines in Germany I was always very fond of them. I tried to visit them as much as possible.
On my first trip to Kyoto in December I realized how special Kyoto’s temples and shrines are. They are much
bigger than what you usually see in other cities.

So now on my second trip to Kyoto because of the summer school I searched for more opportunities to visit
different temples. More coincidently I found out about the templestay program. I knew that this existed in
Korea but would have never imagined that it also existed in Japan. It started when I found out about one
temple where you can have a sleep over. Then I checked the Internet for more of these opportunities and
accidently discovered the term 5t/ (shukubou) which helped me to find

_59_



more information about this topic. Very helpful was here one of the supporters because I could not figure out
the right Kanji for this word which was hindering me to find more descriptive information on the web.
Together with the correct word the google search gave much better results. These results gave me hints which
temples offer temple stays together with what kind of program they offer and how much these experience
would cost me.

Later I decided myself for one of these temples where I wanted to experience a temple stay. [ was very
curious about how it would change my way of thinking about my life since one of the points on the program
was always Zen meditation. I thought that it could actually help me to find answers for some of my questions
about my future life that I was unable to answer until now. So I was really looking forward for my trial.
Unfortunately though the bad weather conditions kept me from realizing my plan. The constant 38/37° in Kyoto
together with a missing air conditioner in the temple kind of took away the fun from that plan. So I ended up
leaving Kyoto one day earlier.
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4.5 Bl “Asian Advanced Agricultural Technologies (AAA Tech) for 9 Billion
People’ s Food Production and Environmental Conservation”
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4.6 ANXFi#EFE  “The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese
as seen through Classical Japanese Literature”
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4.7 Fl#EF “Human Mind Viewed from the Study of Chimpanzees”
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4.8 FF#EFE  “High Economic Growth and Minamata Disease:The fight for certificates

officially acknowledging victims of methylmercury poisoning”
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