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[PROGRAM]
16:30 B
16:35-17:35
"To Hell with Buddhism? Reflections on Monasticism, Gender and Modernity among
the Tai Lue of Sipsong Panna (P.R. China)" by Dr. Roger Casas Ruiz (Institute for Social
Anthropology at the Austrian Academy of Sciences)

17:35-17:50
Commentator: Dr. Tadayoshi Murakami (Osaka University)

17:50-18:30
Open Discussion

[ABSTRACT]

Sipsong Panna, a formerly semi-independent principality in the south of Yunnan Province,
is home to the Tai Lue, the largest group of Theravada Buddhists in China. Following the end
of Maoism and of direct religious repression, Buddhist practice among the Lue, as well as
their cross-border contacts with related groups in Myanmar and northern Thailand,
experienced an extraordinary revival. Concurrently, in the last decades Sipsong Panna has
integrated into national and regional economic circuits, becoming a key hub in the thriving
cross-border trade China maintains with mainland Southeast Asian countries. These
economic exchanges are dominated by Han Chinese guanxi, relational business networks
established and reproduced through culturally specific rituals of feasting and gift-giving
(Osburg 2013). In this context, images of manhood and femininity linked to new patterns of
consumption and sociality have become dominant in the rural and urban worlds of Sipsong
Panna. Importantly, the traditional role of monks and former monks as leading cultural
exemplars among the Lue is today threatened by the appearance of alternative paths of social
mobility and models of masculinity.

This talk reflects on the contemporary interplay between Buddhist monasticism, new and
traditional forms of economic exchange, and gender regimes among the Tai Lue in Sipsong
Panna. Offering an ethnographically informed approach to this multicultural and dynamic
region, it questions views of ethnic minorities in China as subaltern, highlighting both the
precariousness of monastic masculinity and Tai Lue women’s potential to develop their own,
vernacularized forms of economic engagement in a rapidly transforming border area. Instead
of uncritically using Buddhism as an explanatory device (Tannenbaum 2002), the talk looks
at gender sub-politics as a fundamental but little explored sphere in which relevant issues of
identity and tradition are negotiated.
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14:30 B

14:40-15:30 Ms. Lahpai Seng Raw (Founder, Metta Development Foundation; 2013
Magsaysay Award Recipient), "The Challenge of Ending Ethnic Conflict in Myanmar:
a Kachin Perspective"

15:30-16:20 Mr. Nbyen Dan Hkung Awng (Director, Kachinland School of Arts and
Sciences)"Can an Ethnic Minority Group in Myanmar Build Their Own University? The
Case of Kachin"

16:30-16:45 Comments by Dr. Masao Imamura (Yamagata Univ.)

16:45-17:00 Reply from presenters

17:00-18:00 General Discussions
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15:00-15:50 Dr. Tam T. Ngo, “Dynamics of Memory and Religious Nationalism in a Sino-
Vietnamese Border Town”
15:50-16:40 Professor Peter Van der Veer, “Lost in the Mountains”
17:00-17:20 Comments Julius Bautista (CSEAS Kyoto University)
Masao Imamura (Yamagata University)
17:20-18:00 Discussion

2O
Dynamics of Memory and Religious Nationalism in a Sino-Vietnamese Border Town

This paper analyses the dynamics of official and unofficial religious nationalismin the
Vietnamese border town Lao Cai. In 1979 Lao Cai was one of many Vietnamese towns that
were reduced to rubble during the short but bloody war between Vietnam and China. The
normalization in Sino-Vietnamese relation in 1991 allowed a booming border trade that let
Lao Cai prosper while the painful memory of this war continued to haunt the town and the
daily experiences of its residents, both humans and gods. Since any official remembrance of
the war is forbidden by the Vietnamese state, Lao Cai residents have found a religious way to
deal with their war memories that skillfully evades state control. By analyzing narratives
about the fate of the gods and goddesses that reign in the Father-God Temple and the Mother-
Goddess Temple, two religious institutions located right next to the border, this paper shows
that it is in the symbolism of the supernatural that one can find memories of the war and of
the changing social landscape of Lao Cai and reconstruct its history.

Tam T. Ngo (hgo@mmag.mpg.de ) is a research fellow at the Max Planck Institute for the
Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, Gottingen, Germany. She is the author of the
monograph The New Way: Protestantism and The Hmong in Vietnam (University of
Washington Press, 2016) and co-editor of Atheist Secularism and Its Discontents: A
Comparative Study of Religion and Communism in Eastern Europe and Asia (Palgrave
MacMillan, 2015)

Lost in the Mountains
Peter van der Veer

This paper engages the question of the relation between civilization, political formation, and
mountain people in the Southeast Asian mainland massif. The argument | want to present is


https://mail.mmg.mpg.de/owa/redir.aspx?C=NUbNPsRCd8gBfLowMLvbiJCauEJ8o_i1sup3WPssGbBfOJP3YP7TCA..&URL=mailto%3ango%40mmg.mpg.de

10

that the fragmentary nature of state formation in the area does not allow us to capture it in a
model of state versus nonstate actors. Nevertheless, political formations and connections of
trade take precedence over civilizational expansion. However, the fragmentary nature of
social life in the mountains makes the use of general models difficult.

Prof. Peter van deer Veer (b. 1953) is director of the Max Planck Institute for the Study of
Religious and Ethnic Diversity in Gottingen. He has taught Anthropology at the Free
University of Amsterdam, Utrecht University and the University of Pennsylvania. He
received the Hendrik Muller Award for his social science study of religion. He is an elected
Fellow of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences and a member of several
advisory boards, including The Prayer Project of the SSRC in New York. Van der Veer
works on religion and nationalism in Asia and Europe. He published a monograph on the
comparative study of religion and nationalism in India and China, entitled The Modern Spirit
of Asia. The Spiritual and the Secular in China and India (Princeton University Press, 2013)
Among his other major publications are Gods on Earth (LSE Monographs, 1988), Religious
Nationalism (University of California Press, 1994), and Imperial Encounters (Princeton
University Press, 2001). He was editor or co-editor of Orientalism and Post-Colonial
Predicament (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1993), Nation and Migration (University of
Pennsylvania Press, 1995), Conversion to Modernities (Routledge, 1997), Nation and
Religion (Princeton University Press, 1999), Media, War, and Terrorism (Routledge-Curzon,
2003), Patterns of Middle-Class Consumption in India and China (Sage 2007). Most recently
he edited the Handbook of Religion and the Asian City. Aspiration and Urbanization in the
Twenty-First Century (University of California Press) Professor van der Veer serves on the
Advisory Board of China in Comparative Perspective, Political Theology, and the Journal of
Religious and Political Practice. He has just started a new journal: Cultural Diversity in China.
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16:00~17:00 Dr. Mandy Sadan (SOAS University of London)

“Data Sharing and Open Access: Reflections on the Use and Re-Use of Archival Materials
and the Challenges and Opportunities for International Collaborative Data Sharing to Support
Learning and Teaching about Minority Communities in Myanma”

17:00~18:00 Discussion

Abstract: The new digital infrastructure of global academic life has transformed how
academics are able to interact with each other, to collaborate and to develop co-authored
research. However, when working in areas of Asia that are traditionally considered 'source
poor' because of years of conflict that have severely restricted the accumulation of research
data by both local communities and international researchers, data sharing to increase the
research base is important. However, this immediately produces challenges in relation to
translation and the ways in which data can be shared as a common data set. In this
presentation, Dr. Sadan will outline some of the ways in which she has tried to develop wider
accessibility for her own research data and other resources relating to the Kachin region of
Myanmar, both her own and that which has been curated or created by other organisations
with which she has worked. This will lead to discussion of how researchers working globally
on these issues may be able to bring different data sets together, to enrich not only the base of
knowledge in global academia but also the resources accessible to teachers, students and
researchers in local communities.
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Part |

14:00-14:50 “Opposing the Rule of Law in Myanmar: How Myanmar’s Courts
Make Law and Order” by Dr. Nick Cheesman (ANU)

14:50-15:00 Comments by Rohan D’Souza (Kyoto University)
15:00-15:40 General discussion
Part 11

16:00 - 16:50 “How in Myanmar “National Races” Came to Surpass
Citizenship and Exclude Rohingya” by Dr. Nick Cheesman

16:50 — 17:00 Comments by Masao Imamura (Yamagata University)
17:00 — 17:10 Comments by Kazuto lkeda (Osaka University)
17:10 — 18:00 General discussion

Nick Cheesman is Fellow at the Department of Political & Social Change,
Australian National University (ANU).

Abstracts:

1. “Opposing the Rule of Law: How Myanmar’s Courts Make Law and Order”
The rule of law is a political ideal today endorsed and promoted worldwide. Or
is it? In this presentation | argue that Myanmar is a country in which the rule of
law is “lexically present but semantically absent.” Charting ideas and practices
from British colonial rule through military dictatorship to the present day, |
call upon political and legal theory to explain how and why institutions
animated by a concern for law and order oppose the rule of law. Empirically
grounded in both Burmese and English sources, including criminal trial records
and wide ranging official documents, this presentation offers a study of courts
in contemporary Myanmar. It sheds new light on the politics of courts during
dark times and sharply illuminates the tension between the demand for law and
the imperatives of order.

1. “How in Myanmar “National Races” Came to Surpass Citizenship and
Exclude Rohingya”
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The idea of “national races” or taingyintha has animated brutal conflict in
Myanmar over who or what is “Rohingya.” But because the term is translated
from Burmese inconsistently, and because its usage is contingent, its peculiar
significance for political speech and action has been lost in work on Myanmar
by scholars writing in English. Out of concern that Myanmar’s contemporary
politics cannot be understood without reckoning with taingyintha, in this
presentation | give national races their due. Adopting a genealogical method, |
trace the episodic emergence of taingyintha from colonial times to the present.
| examine attempts to order national races taxonomically, and to marry the
taxonomy with a juridical project to dominate some people and elide others
through a citizenship regime in which membership in a national race has
surpassed other conditions for membership in the political community
“Myanmar.” Consequently, people who reside in Myanmar but are collectively
denied citizenship-like anyone identifying or identified as Rohingya—pursue
claims to be taingyintha so as to rejoin the community. Ironically, the
surpassing symbolic and juridical power of national races is for people denied
civil and political rights at once their problem and their solution.
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14:00-14:20

“War, Gender and Memory: Circulation of Conflicting Narratives about a Naga Female
Interpreter and a Japanese Soldier during WWII in the Tangkhul Naga area of Manipur,
Northeast India”

by Makiko Kimura (Tsuda Women’s University)

14:20-14:40
"Santali language print media and the Jharkhand imagination."
by Nishaant Choksi (Kyoto University)

14:40-15:00
“Metageography and Asian Studies: Rethinking “Zomia” as a Concept-Metaphor”
by Masao Imamura (Yamagata University)

15:00-15:45 Discussion

16:00-17:00

“Fragmented Sovereignty and Unregulated Flows: The “New Silk Road” and the
Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar Corridor”

by Willem van Schendel (University of Amsterdam)

[Abstract] In recent years, the idea of the Silk Road has been reconceptualised as an inter-state
enterprise led by China — a politically and culturally sanitised venture in which engineering feats and
economic planning will lead to a ‘win-win attempt for all.” In this talk | look at the frailties of such
technocratic planning in view of flows and networks that states cannot control, or even clearly
perceive. | consider an ‘economic corridor’ that links the overland and maritime Silk Roads — the
stretch of land connecting Kunming and Kolkata across Myanmar and Bangladesh. This corridor
presents many of the obstacles that the ‘New Silk Road’ is likely to face, notably distrust among states,
implementation deficits, fragmented sovereignty and the vigour of unregulated flows across
international borders. My presentation suggests that the plan, far from offering a ‘win-win’ solution,
will produce unintended and unpredictable outcomes with many losers.

17:00-18:00 Discussion
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