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Reconsider T'ang Empire’s Manuscript Culture and East Asia:
from the Perspectives of Imperial Examination textbooks and Goguryeo’s
Intelligence Reports

During the major periods of the Sui and T’ang Dynasties, the East Asia was still
in the pre-printing period, which the tradition of manuscripts of the Six Dynasties was
still dominant. Hence the studies of Literature and Thoughts in Manuscript Period
based on books printed no earlier than the Song Dynasty, is inevitably risky and
problematic. Nevertheless, it is doubtful that whether the Dunhuang Manuscripts
which are often regarded as the most important primary source, can effectively serve
to reconstruct the empirical picture of scholarship in that period. With the aid of rare
corpus preserved in Japan, i.e. Wenxuanjizhu(3Ci%E2E7E) and Hanyuan (#150), the
speaker shall illustrate the evolution of Intellectual History and History of Ideas in the
Middle Period of East Asia .
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The Soul in Medical Texts:
The Transmission of Anatomy and Religion in China and Japan
Michella Wing Sze CHIU (Princeton University)

1. Introduction

In 1851 a missionary doctor from England, Benjamin Hobson (1816-1873), published a book
entitled Quanti Xinlun Z{K$:4 (New Treatise on Physiology)," co-written with a Cantonese
intellectual named Chen Xiutang [#{&1Z. The book became one of the most widely read works
amongst the Chinese intelligentsia from the late Qing to the early Republican period.

Despite being an anatomy book, Quanti Xinlun was published by the London Missionary
Society Inkstone Press (Mohai Shuguan 25532 H), which was responsible for publishing
translated works deemed useful for laying the foundations for a successful mission.”> Given this
Christian association, it is perhaps unsurprising that the last chapter of Quanti Xinlun devoted
itself to a discussion on the functions of the soul in the human body. The question left in readers’
mind is, however, what is this “soul” like? How was this soul related to the many bodies of which
the physiological body was just one?

This paper delves into the discussion of the soul in Quanti Xinlun, which showcased the
ways in which medical and quasi-religious discourses in late Qing formed principal sites around
which larger issues of Chinese intellectuals’ views towards self, consciousness, and perceptions
became topics of debate.

The discourse surrounding Quanti Xinlun was both medical and quasi-religious, because the
book is a text which can be read in multiple ways. For this reason, a series of reading strategies
and carefully-crafted historicized tools of analysis versatile enough to encompass the
distinctiveness of Quanti Xinlun are needed. Undoubtedly, Quanti Xinlun can be read as a medical
work. At the same time, the book is also a Protestant (Christian) text because of Benjamin
Hobson’s background and identity. The ambiguous, but nonetheless important, role that classical
Chinese learning in the book’s making and reception only enhances and complicates the richness
of Quanti Xinlun. This state of affairs involves two aspects: language and content. Quanti Xinlun
was a book which adopted the method of dual translation (heyi), which means having translators
working in a team of two or more. Usually a non-Chinese delivered a translation of the source
text orally, while the other, generally a Chinese with some literary skills, wrote it down in a style
appropriate for intellectual discourse. In China the situation was further complicated by the
dichotomy of the written and the spoken styles of language. As a result of this process,
translation in the nineteenth century often encompassed two aspects: first an interlingual one
and then an intralingual one.> Another aspect is one of content. By adopting existing medical

* For historical actors mentioned in this paper, Chinese orthography of their names, and the years of their birth
and death will be provided, unless such information is not available.
Y In this paper, the name of the book will remain untranslated, because the translation of the book title, New
Treatise on Physiology, can refer to other books published at that time with similar titles.
% The Press was founded in Shanghai by missionaries Walter Henry Medhurst (1796-1857), William Muirhead,
Joseph Edkins (1823-1905), and William Charles Milne (1815-1863). For details, see Xiong Yuezhi BE H 7, Xixue
Dongzhan yu Wanqing Shehui P62 5N &+ & (The Dawn of Western Learning in the East and the Late
Qing Society) (Shanghai: Renmin chubanshe, 1994), pp.181-183. The end of the book was also printed with the
line which says, “Printed by Huiai Yiju Z2EE&5 in Jinli Fou ££I[i&, Xiguan P§RE, Guangzhou.” Huiai Yiju was the
Hospital for the Insane of Guangzhou. Therefore, it can be confirmed that Quanti Xinlun had an earlier edition
printed by the Hospital for the Insane of Guangzhou and then reprinted by the London Missionary Society
Inkstone Press.
® Chan Man Sing, “Sinicizing Western Science: The Case of Quanti Xinlun”, T'oung Pao Vol.98 (2012): 532-533.
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terms found in traditional Chinese medical texts when translating Western anatomical concepts,
Quanti Xinlun was suggestively introducing similar concepts together with those terms.* In other
words, any understanding of Quanti Xinlun must take Chinese medical discourses into account,
despite the book’s purported biomedical objective.

At present, there are different editions of Quanti Xinlun available, which can be found in
libraries globally. Besides the (1) The Shanghai edition published by the London Missionary
Society Inkstone Press, there are at least two reprints with alternations to the original text. They
are (2) The Haishan Xian’guan JELLI{[[§E Collectanea edition, and (3) The Ansei ZZ[FY edition. The
Hanshan Xian’guan was a publication house in Guangzhou which published books under the
auspices of a Cantonese merchant named Pan Shicheng j&-:fi by grouping books in the
Haishan Xian’guan Collectanea. Quanti Xinlun belonged to the 119" and 120" books of the
collectanea. The Ansei edition was reprinted independently in 1857, the fourth year of reign of
Ansei, by a Japanese doctor who had the surname Ochi #{#%. Different parts were deleted in the
latter two editions. Due to limited space in this paper, the discussion will make reference to the
Shanghai edition only and will not discuss the Ansei edition.’

This paper will first discuss what concepts of the soul were outlined in Quanti Xinlun. The
following part will discuss how those concepts were received by Chinese intellectuals and how
those ideas helped the intelligentsia develop their ideas on the relationship among self,
perception, and consciousness.

2. What was this *“soul” like?
Quanti Xinlun delivers multiple ideas on the soul as an abstract concept.
After confirming the importance of the soul, the authors of Quanti Xinlun say in the chapter,
“A Discussion on the Functions of the Exquisite Soul,” that the soul needs a “seat” in the body, a
locus which is also the ruling viscera of the entire body. According to Quanti Xinlun, the soul of
humans lives in the brain instead of the heart.® This view challenges the traditional Chinese idea
of the xin, meaning “heart” or “mind,” being the seat of thought and emotion and, hence, the
ruler of the human body.7
The same chapter goes on to elucidate how the existence of the soul was made apparent
and believable by the functioning of nerves. It says,
Although the soul (hun) is absent of substance, the nerves (naogijin i) in the
whole body are in the service of the soul. It is the same no matter whether [a person
is a] man or woman, aged or young.8
The translation of the term “nerves” is worthy of special attention here and must be understood

* Ma Boying B {H%, Gao Xi & and Hong Zhongli 35: 177, Zhongwai Yixue Wenhua Jiaoliu Shi: Zhongwai Yixue
Kuawenhua Chuantong H4NEEEET (LRSI SR © tRANBREZFE T (L{EH4R (The History of Exchanges in Medical
Culture Between China and the World: Their Cross-cultural Medical Traditions) (Shanghai: Wenhui chubanshe,
1993), p.374.
® For a discussion on the study of human nature in Edo Neo-Confucianism in relation to the publication of Quanti
Xinlun, see the full version of this working paper.
® Benjamin Hobson and Chen Xiutang [{§%, Quanti Xinlun %:{K375% (New Treatise on Physiology) (Shanghai:
Mohai shuguan, 1851), p.70b.
’ Du Zhengsheng #H1E}%, “Xingti, Jinggi yu Hunling—Zhongguo Chuangtong dui Ren Renshi de Xingcheng J58%
R E— P EESEHT A FEERAYIZEE (Form, Spirit, and the Soul—The Formation of Knowledge on Human
in Chinese Traditions)”, New History Vol.2 No.3 (Sept., 1991), pp.1-65; Stephen R. Bokenkamp, “What Daoist
Body?”, in Florian C. Reiter (ed.), Purpose, Means and Convictions in Daoism: A Berlin Symposium (Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz verlag, 2007): 132.
8 Benjamin Hobson and Chen Xiutang [E{& &, Quanti Xinlun 4={k35f (New Treatise on Physiology), p.70b.
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together with the translation of the term for soul.’ The word naogijin itself consisted of three
characters: nao, meaning the brain; gi, meaning the air or energy, and jin, meaning sinew.
Medical historian Bridie Andrews associates Hobson’s choice of gi here with the translation for
lightning as diangi Z&%&, confirming his indebtedness to the Galvanic theory of animal electricity
as the driving force for the nervous control of muscle contraction that was popular in Europe in
the early 1800s. At the same time, the translation of the word “nerve” had the added advantage
of resonating with existing Chinese views on organ physiology, because each organ was conceived
as possessing its own qi.10 While the use of the word gi here might be an attempt to bridge the
conceptual divide between Chinese and Western medical systems, Andrews has overlooked the
relationship between gi and the use of linghun 825 as the standard translation of “soul” in the
book. In the chapter, “A Discussion on Creation,” the soul was defined as “the spirit (ling %) of a
human” granted by the “Creator of the World.” This makes a human being the “most spiritual of
the universe (wanwu zhi ling B4 )"

Besides the character ling, the character hun i (cloudsoul or ethereal soul) was not a
random choice here either. From scattered references in Chinese folk religion, largely mortuary in
subject matter, it is possible to see two sorts of entities which were translated as “soul,” the hun
and the po H§ (whitesoul or spermatic soul). In traditional Chinese thinking, they separate at
death, and only hun would fly up and wander because it was linked to the vital energy gi. Po, a
syntactic opposition to vital energies, gi, would sink back into the earth.? This idea appeared in
many writings during the Han dynasty such as VYili 7% and Lun Heng 41" “Soul” was
translated, therefore, as linghun (literally meaning “the spirit and the soul”) but not hunpo 5§
in Quanti Xinlun in support of the idea that activities of the soul were performed by the
functioning of nerves with gi in them. The discussion of po was missing altogether as well.

The translation of the terms naogijin for nerves and linghun for soul came concomitant as a
package, intended to reflect the close relationship between the soul, the brain, and the (brain’s)
nerves. Also, this translation reflected the traditional idea of the interaction of vital energy qi,
denoting the union of Heaven and Earth, which produces all life including human beings. Bodies
without refined energies are lifeless skeletons.™

3. The “Soul,” Perception, and Consciousness

The above illustration of the concept of the soul shows that Quanti Xinlun was not a
straight-forward demonstration of Western advancement in science, technology, and social
institutions, produced to contradict the backdrop of oriental backwardness. The authors of
Quanti Xinlun endeavored to argue that the soul was the root of “awareness,” which can be
found in all humans. In the case of Quanti Xinlun, the concept of the “soul” was adopted to
represent “awareness” instead of following the discussion on indigenous “gods,” probably
because God would rather have meant the Christian God, or “the Creator of the World,” to

? Naogijin is not the translation for nerve in modern Chinese, which is instead shenjin ({§i4%) and which was first
translated into Chinese from the Japanese word shinkei (#%) in 1902. See Hugh Shapiro, “How Different Are
Western and Chinese Medicine? The Case of Nerves”, in Helaine Selin (ed.), Medicine Across Cultures: History and
Practice of Medicine in Non-Western Cultures (Boston and London: Kluwer Academic Publisher, 2003): 365-366.
% Bridie J. Andrews, “The Making of Modern Chinese Medicine, 1895-1937”, (PhD dissertation, University of
Cambridge, 1996): 31.
™ Benjamin Hobson and Chen Xiutang {1, Quanti Xinlun 2={k¥7ss (New Treatise on Physiology), p.69a.
2 K. E Brashier, “Han Thanatology and the Division of ‘Souls’ ”, Early China Vol. 21 (1996): 125-158.
3 K. E. Brashier, “Han Thanatology and the Division of ‘Souls’ ”: 128-129.
% Mark Edward Lewis, The Construction of Space in Early China (New York: State University of New York Press,
2006), pp.42, 44.
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missionaries like Hobson. Quanti Xinlun says:
The Western world divided the functions of the soul into two: one is senses (juewu &
TE) and another is temperament (xinxing /[ »}%E). Senses belong to the category
[responsible for] investigating things and unveiling rules (gewu giongli ¥&¥)E5¥),
careful examination and differentiation [of things], thinking, and memory.
Temperament is divided into four sub-categories. The first is “hoping (yuanxiang 58
#8);” the second is “disposition (xingging T£{&).” The third is “spirituality (daonian &
72),” and the fourth is “consciousness (yizhi Zt).” All are good in [accordance to] the
[doctrine of] the mean (zhongyong H ) and sick when [they are] peculiar.15
Afterwards, the book goes even further into the discussion of “disposition (xingging),” arguing
that it can be divided into six “sprouts (duan)” which can be found in all humans, making them
different from animals.”® This is making an obvious reference to Mencius’s idea of the “four
sprouts,” purported to be the beginning of humans’ innate tendency towards goodness. The
discussion on human nature demonstrates how missionary doctors and their collaborators in the
nineteenth century represented and conveyed medical/religious concepts for the mid-century
period as a new universalism, a suggestion that at base all humans are fundamentally the same
and the common base for this universalism was the human body. The tricky part is the unobvious
seepage of Chinese traditional thoughts into such a discussion: On one hand, the illustration of
the soul as duan of disposition and broader “awareness” showcases the likelihood that Hobson’s
Chinese collaborator had more than translatio (carrying across) in mind as he took on the task.
On the other hand, the Chinese collaborator was also reinterpreting his cultural past in terms of
an imported knowledge system.

Such “awareness” was implied to be related to perception in Quanti Xinlun, although this
can only be inferred through a careful study of the diagrams in the book. Here, ideas of Maurice
Merleau-Ponty can help us understand the discourses surrounding this issue found in Quanti
Xinlun. He argues that “exteroceptivity” demands an articulation of stimuli, in which

The consciousness of the body invades the body, the soul spreads across all of its
parts, and behavior overflows its central region ... Consciousness of the body and of
the soul are thereby repressed, and the body again becomes that highly polished
machine that the ambiguous notion of behavior had almost made us forget.17
In Quanti Xinlun, diagrams are something which should be considered as representatives of
exteroceptive stimuli Merleau-Ponty talks about, not merely as exegetical devices, because
diagrams were part of the content which defined what readers of the book should look for in a
“real” anatomical body. In the case of Quanti Xinlun, diagrams work together with texts as
mediating signs to make the physiological body visible, and they become the stimuli which
triggers “exteroceptivity” because they determine what eyes could see and could not see. More
fundamentally, this made a difference in how readers of Quanti Xinlun would see the body.

Furthermore, the authors of Quanti Xinlun positioned visibility as a defining factor of what
was meant by truth. Diagrams in the book depicted plane, surface, and skin, which were not
significant components in either Chinese medical drawings or medical concepts per se. In this way,
images in the book suggested a dimensionality and level of exposure that would have been

1> Benjamin Hobson and Chen Xiutang [{5 %, Quanti Xinlun 4{k375f (New Treatise on Physiology), p.70b.
® Benjamin Hobson and Chen Xiutang [ g%, Quanti Xinlun 4 {K¥iif (New Treatise on Physiology),
pp.70b-71a.
Y7 Maurice Merleau-Ponty, Donald A. Landes (trans.), Phenomenology of Perception (New York: Routledge, 2012),
p.78.
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inconceivable in Chinese medical publications at that time. Therefore, images coerce
consciousness to “flow” to the eyes, the body part responsible for receiving exteroceptive stimuli.
Here, the purported western-style of representation of the body in Quanti Xinlun depicted the
world from without and then claimed to depict the world from within, because the diagrams that
appeared in Quanti Xinlun were, at the same time, manifestations of readers’ sensibility and of
subjective experience.

Given this, the invisibility of the soul was originally a problem. But accompanied by the
discussion on the brain, a visible organ in the body, the authors (and readers, to a lesser extent)
of Quanti Xinlun played down the invisibility of the soul, and their “eyes” were almost guided
mechanically to assume the presence of the soul. In this reading, the invisibility of the soul did
not pose a contradiction to the visible anatomical body, and this body works as a highly polished
machine of “looking.” Perception remains a banner of rationalization and realism which the
authors and readers of Quanti Xinlun did not attempt to go against.

4. The Creation of New Meanings for Perception and Consciousness
Merleau-Ponty might argue that the series of bodily activities described above would result
in consciousness of the body and of the soul being repressed. However, we see instead in the
production and the reception of Quanti Xinlun, both the authors and the readers of Quanti Xinlun
came up with the idea that augmentation of palpable things into the body could sharpen the
inner “awareness” or “consciousness” despite their intangibility. In this reading, the
augmentation of palpable things becomes a disruptive possibilities included in the
conceptualization of the soul to eradicate the binary oppositions of the body and the soul in the
Chinese context.
A discussion on brain tonic was a case in point. In an article entitled “Giving me Back the
Soul (Huanwo Hunling Ji BIRERFEEC),” Wu Jianren SF A (1866-1910), a famous intellectual in
late-Qing China, contended that there had been different views on the soul. In order to ensure
the posthumous existence of the soul, some people would publish their written works in hopes
of passing their thoughts to generations to come. Some others would devote much effort to
producing descendants with a view to strengthening the power of a family lineage. There were
also religious people who discussed the elevation of the soul to Heaven or the descending of it to
Hell. To Wu, all these perceptions of the soul had separated the discussion of the soul from the
torso. He argued that,
The torso is a thing | possess. The soul (hunling ZRE2) is also a thing | possess. An ego
rules the two, and therefore, the two must be in [a relationship of] reliance [on each
other] without any time of separation. When the torso is preserved, so is the soul;
when the torso is dying, the soul is likewise dying.18
This view was the same as that which was written in the chapter “A Discussion on the Functions
of the Exquisite Soul,” which transmits the idea that
[t]he most precious thing a human has is the body; the most precious thing of the
body is the soul (hun). The body is the house of the soul, and the soul is the organic
[engine] of the body. [Only when] the soul and the body are together can there be a
human. They indeed cannot be separated at any time. However, since the body is

8 Wu Jianren B8 A, “Huanwo Hunling Ji 32IXFUEST (Giving me Back the Soul )”, in Wei Shaochang Fi4Z &
(ed.), Wu Jianren Yanjiu Zhiliao =ZJF NWZEE R} (Research Materials on Wu Jianren) (Shanghai: Shanghai guiji
chubanshe, 1980): 331.
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used for work, the body and the soul will have a time of separation.19
Wu went on to argue that, despite the soul’s invisibility, a person’s spirit (jingshen f&fH) was
visible. The wholesomeness of the soul was made apparent by one’s spirit, and this provided
people with a way to observe the soul. “If [one’s] spirit is wearing out seriously, [the soul] may

720 This passage

nearly disappear or even go out. [Then,] the soul will soon be leaving [the body].
was entitled “Giving me Back the Soul,” because it was originally a casual writing of Wu's in praise
of the brain tonic sold by his friend, Huang Chujiu &2E¥4 (1872-?). The entire article ended with
the line “[After drinking the brain tonic] my soul was returned to me. How is this not the work of
nourishing the brain? [So I] wrote [the passage] ‘Giving me Back the Soul’” This view also
matches the consequent idea that the body could be transformed through the augmentation of
certain substances and the elimination of others, since the body is a composite entity formed
from materials of different characters and qualities.21 In Wu'’s discussion of the soul, the brain,
and the nerves, the three concepts gain meaning through reference to each other.

Edmund Husserl has argued that consciousness is not a passive receptor because every
originally given intuition is a legitimate source of knowledge. Everything which presents itself to
us originally in “intuition,” so to speak in its bodily presence, has to be taken simply as what it
presents itself to be, but only within the limits in which it presents itself.”? The above cases
complicate both Husserl’s and Merleau-Ponty’s idea on the nature of consciousness. From the
illustrations on how the soul works in Quanti Xinlun, one more variable is added to Husserl’s
equation of knowledge formation: while intuition can play an “active role” in worldly
knowledge-making, and consciousness is not a passive receptor of knowledge, the two can be
affected by the augmentation of palpable things which intrude the body either psychologically or
physiologically.

5. Conclusion

The production and publication of Quanti Xinlun shows the “Christian soul” transcending
the boundaries of different cultural niches and the implicit reference to other “souls” and bodily
concepts. First, the approach adopted by the book’s authors to represent the “Christian soul” to a
Qing audience was made possible by the semantic ambiguity in words used to discuss Chinese
traditional thought on medicine, the body and the soul. In other words, Hobson’s Chinese
collaborator chose to capture the spirit of the original concept through a wide range of
engagement with the classical resources of the team’s target language and audience. Then, the
operation of vision produced the “soul” as a subject which the discourses surrounding vision
claimed to represent.

A text such as Quanti Xinlun was simultaneously a biomedical, Chinese medical, and
philosophical text. This points to the importance of problematizing the category known as
“anatomical publications,” which was a fluid category in mid and late nineteenth-century China.
Uncritically accepting conventional categorization of publications may have blinded students of
the era and kept them from correctly understanding the spread of different knowledge fields.
The reading of Quanti Xinlun also hints that the concept of “representation” should be
problematized, because texts and diagrams are but secondary schematic substitutes for original

19 Benjamin Hobson and Chen Xiutang [#{§%, Quanti Xinlun £{K¥riwm (New Treatise on Physiology),

pp.70a-70b.
2 \Wu Jianren SLHF A, “Huanwo Hunling Ji ZBF 31250 (Giving me Back the Soul )”: 331.
21 Mark Edward Lewis, The Construction of Space in Early China, p.36.
z Joseph Kockelmans (ed.), Phenomenology: The Philosophy of Edmund Husserl (Garden City, New York:
Doubleday, 1967), pp.29-30.
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perceptions.
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