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Philology and Exegesis in East Asia’
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(Princeton University)
Gordon Wu '58 Professor of Chinese
Studies
Professor of East Asian Studies &
History

Abstract: One of the passages that Yan Ruoju EH&EIR
(1636-1704) focused on in his HEH X [8 &] was the
chapter known as HEAEBER and the passage “A/DME
&, BOVERL, tHEBHE—, A#FH”, which Yan compared
with the & FREE: “YOBRE , AVZE , BO2M | B4
2%  MWEREF M&REFHZ”. Why did Liang Qichao give
Yan so much praise? B “TETRAIE=18 FEMHMK
2% —IE.” How did Yan’s interpretation compare to Zhu
X1’s earlier interpretation? What does this debate teach us

about the history of classical philology in Late Imperial
China?
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