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Korean Family and Gender.
A Historical and Cultural Perspective

Current issues of Korean family and
gender reflect many similarities both with
other developed industrial societies in the
OECD group and more closely with newly
developed East Asian countries such as
Japan, Taiwan, Singapore and Hong Kong.
The most notable common issues include
low fertility rate, low marriage rate,
conflicts between family and work, etc. Yet,
they also reflect some historical and
cultural features that may be considered
unique to Korea. In this presentation, | will
review some of these historical and
cultural features of Korean family and
gender, and attempt to understand the
current situation from a comparative
perspective.

Prof. Okpyo Moon
(Academy of Korean Studies)

* Okpyo Moon is Professor of Anthropology at the Academy of Korean Studies and the
President of Korean Society for Cultural Anthropology. She has been Visiting Professor
at the Edwin O. Reischauer Institute, Harvard University, U.S.A. (2000-2001) and at the
National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan (2006-2007). Her research interests
include family and gender, urban and rural community making, ethnic minorities, tourism,
consumption and heritage policies in Japan and Korea. She has recently edited and co-
authored Sin Yeoseong: Images of Modern Women in Japan and Korea (Seoul:
Cheongnyeonsa, 2003); Yangban: Life World of Korean Scholar-Gentry (Seoul: Baeksan,
2004); Foreign Cultures in Us: Culinary and Touristic Consumption of Otherness in
Contemporary Korea (Seoul: Sohwa, 2006); Japanese Tourism and Travel Culture
(London: Routledge, 2009) and Consuming Korean Tradition in Early and Late
Modernity: Commodification, Tourism, and Performance (Univ. of Hawaii Press, 2011).
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