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NAME SCHOOL/FACULTY STATUS
BAI XUE School of Chinese as a Second Language Master’s
DING CHENGYI School of Public Health Master’s
FENG DEYAO School of Basic Medical Sciences Undergraduate
HAN MINGYUE Health Science Center Undergraduate
HUANG YANGYANG | Health Science Center Undergraduate
LIU JIANI College of Urban and Environmental Sciences Undergraduate
LIU SHENGPENG School of Physics Undergraduate
LIU SONGYIN School of Earth and Space Science Undergraduate
NING ANNING Yuanpei College Undergraduate
SHAO YANGYING School of Foreign Languages Master’s
TAO JINZHOU College of Environmental Science and Engineering Master’s
WANG MENGXUAN | School of Foreign Languages Master’s
WANG XING School of Journalism and Communication Master’s
ZHANG YIYAN School of Journalism and Communication Undergraduate
ZHOU MINGYA School of Basic Medical Science Undergraduate
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HF VAL A N B iy
Date Contents Place Responsibility
12:40 >KH / Arrival in Japan (CA927) | Bivsm 2
Kansai International Airport
itk RTILANBE), A — TV RTIL 78§ SN
8/16 RTIWNF IV Kyoto Garden Hotel TR UEZUR
(E)) Hotel Check-in Address: Minamiiru, Oike, ORZE S ONIL PEI, i
Muromachi-dori, Nakagyo-ku, | R, 11D
Kyoto City, Kyoto, Japan
Phone: 075-255-2000
9:30-11:00 AV L5 —> 3 / i [E] 2 e o819
Orientation PR PREREE. iRkt 2—E,
IR / Yoshida International HREH TEE, KAUEZR.
Introduction of Kyoto University | House Lecture Room #5 SRHEAEEUR, Fr >, BmA
s
FORAE (R, (LA, I,
Sl )
11:00-12:00 Fv I NAY 77— / & AN prt F N
Campus tour Main Campus FORAE (R NI Bl
8/17 LTS N 5 3]
(J)) |12:00- &£/ Lunch BRI
HORAE (I AL, B,
[UITNg S o 53]
13:30- SUHRIEIT LEHBHE
SRR (R JRIFERAR - ISR « [H | Kyoto Prefectural Office
fif %% / Making the Courtesy visit to the R
Kyoto Prefectural Vice-governor at Kyoto WRHEAEEIR, F v >
Prefectural Government Office. RO (P, TR, R
(%13:30 HABMFIT1SMIFOE—4HS
13:45 BAlh)
9:00-12:00 LUESAZATOREH / Lecture | & MIEEAHE BRI
iR ES T3V F =R SR
[TV F—NE e NFSCHOREIFEE ] | Yoshida International House |7 L5y « Ry Yy I
8/18 Energy and sustainable development Lecture Room #5 I LA TR /
Assoc. Prof. Mclellan
k) Bertamincea
enjamin-craig
FRAE CGRILL AR, E)
PM HHiGE) / Free Time SORE CIILL R, /I
A, B D
9:00-12:00 5HIFFAR A TOREF / Lecture | & MIEEAHE BRI
FmERED SCEREZERE RIS /
7 7 D25 2 5 | Yoshida International Prof. Nagai Kazu
Thoughts on Modern History of East Asia |House Lecture Room #5 HRA CMIL 1LA)
8/19 |(GHAN : ¥ HUE (Xueni Gu) SCAWIFERIDI)
OK) [15:00-17:00 5UHESACTOii#E / Lecture | & HIEBA AN HARR
S JERFERE ST SR /
MR AkO B « BibE « ZEMIC DWW T | Yoshida International Prof. Kondo Naoshi
Current Situation and Prospects on Food, |House Lecture Room #5 FRAE (B 17 BRI @10
Environment, and Life in the World A, )
9:30-11:30 LIHESAR*ATOREF / Lecture |3 B HARR
8/20 o S Ki%ﬁ):?}ﬁh‘/ﬁ-i%)ll%ﬁ?
o) REVNINDES-v:1 Yoshida International HEBFZ / Assoc. Prof. Yukawa

Japanese Aesthetics

House Lecture Room #5

Shikiko
HARAE ()
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14:00-16:00

PEPEWTFERNC B % I i O ZErG Eiias T
BEURY /

Visiting Graduate school of Medicine and
Introduction of Advanced Researches

R BE A ARDARE R
SN AR (R
HsE=R)

ity

PEARIZERE TEIRE T HEBUR /
Assoc. Prof. Hamazaki Yoko

FORA (LA, &, 17
IR @ B, JE)

8/21
€9)

%I [KR71 75 L / Activity]
10:00-11:30 JziHk L5E
Koho Nishiki weaving workshop

P AN

11:50-12:50 &£/ Lunch

AR B

13:00-14:00 < AU & A5
Kumihimo (braided cord) experience

HLFEEORHE

15:00-17:00 F5 RN, s T
L, R IGEAE, BARAENA,
FRBIRER, ARAR O, RUTHTIRER
Matcha Factory Field trip, Tea-ceremony
room experience, etc.

T AANLE, BTSSR
E N7 N

SR

BB

Fy v

WRAE (RN REEE, /DI,
A, pEil, L &l

8/22
€ W)

8/23
(8]

RS /

Student's cultural exchange activity

8/24
02 ))

H [ABRT 1 7'Z L./ Activity]
8:00-9:40 LiFHEANFEHE), ULHEKER /

Harvesting experience

10:30-12:10  FHE HARET) 23 AT,
FHEEAER / Cooking experience at Tanba
Sports Park’s barbecue site

12:10-13:30 Bfr /Lunch
XY 700 M~H A, BN THS T,

13:30-14:30 MR SHXOHYT7—, &5
DZ{KB& / Kayabuki-no-sato Tour, Mochi
(rice-cake) pounding experience

15:50- 7=bbilFEEE. sERHA

Tawawa Asagiri farmers market Field trip

LTPHE, hREEOH,
T=bbifi

(B = mURAE (RIL e,
A, Pl foRmR, EilD
(D = 5CRAE (L T
A, Pl feRmR. &ilD
HEARKE

HAA

HORAE (il D

8/25
)

AM R IR AL WA
B 715 L / Activity]
TR RAGK4L / Visit Fushimi Inari-Taisha TR
HORAE (L)
15:00-17:00 i E BRI i e R 5 | AR
WRNAFHES / Final Presentation Yoshida International
House Lecture Room #5 WY .

17:00-17:30
& 17X / Completion Ceremony

i HE AR R R rE Al K %5
Yoshida International
House Lecture Room #5

R, R TEE,
NIHEBERZ, RAHERERRZ, wks
TSI, Fv >, HA i
HORA R /NI PEi,
H)

18:00-19:30
ERZ / Farewell Party

AT F—F
Café Restaurant Camphora

ok 5

oty e

MR, R TEE, 5
NIHEBERZ, RAHERERRZ, wks
TSI, Fv >, HA i

HORA R /NI PE,

EINED)
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5 A ERNS
One chance in a lifetime
Bai Xue

The Japanese phrase ichigo ichie might be overused a little by us during this program, to the extent
that it almost becomes a cliché. But looking back on those days I spent in Kyoto, I cannot find a better
phrase to express my feeling. There is no doubt that I’1l revisit Kyoto sometime in the future, but this
‘particular gathering will never be replicated’.

This is the first time I’ve been to Japan. Thanks to Kyoto Prefecture and Kyoto University, I could
have such a rare opportunity to experience something a traveler could never have.

First of all, it was a great honor to be able to visit the Kyoto Prefecture government and even talk to
the vice governor, who is amiable and easy of approach. The visit to the old government office was
also very pleasant and satisfying. Both the guide and the interpreter did a great job. I later heard that
they would take strenuous effort to make sure that every detail would be perfect. The explanation was
edifying as well as absorbing. For example, even now I still remember the flower acanthus, which was
frequently used as a motif in interior decoration. The guide also told us what kind of sakura was
grown in the garden. His depiction was so vivid and alluring that I almost saw what the garden would
look like when those sakura was in full-bloom.

Another privilege we enjoyed is to attend lectures given by first-class professors of Kyoto
University. The curriculum is diversified enough, which includes several areas from both science and
humanities. Maybe science has been put on much more emphasis, so for me, a student who is more
familiar with humanity disciplinary, it’s a little challenging to play an active role in those lectures.
Nevertheless, I found it a good chance to learn something I’d long been ignorant of. It’s refreshing and
inspiring. For instance, it deepened my understanding of sustainable development, which I had long
regarded as a mere slogan. Besides, precision agriculture in Japan is such a phenomenon and Japan’s
high technology is simply formidable. But despite all these, my favorite lecture is the one on Japanese
Aesthetics, a mesmerizing course given by Professor Yukawa Shikiko. After being exposed to some
delicate and beautiful haiku and waka, we’ve come to understand and celebrate Japanese’s sensitivity
to the four seasons. I was utterly enchanted.

The following days we’ve began to travel around Kyoto, though we’d already went to several
resorts in spare time, like the Kinkaku temple, Kiyomizu temple, Gion etc. Now we had more time to
travel further. Even we went sightseeing, it’s also very different from an ordinary tourist, because we
had Kyoto University Students’ accompany, and which made this trip a cross-cultural exchange
activity. It’s a shame my Japanese is not good enough for me to communicate with them, but
fortunately we could talk in English and some Japanese students even speak very fluent Chinese.
During these days, we’ve built friendship and I sincerely hope this relationship will last.

The Kyoto prefecture also prepared some very nice and diversified activities for us. We went to
Koho Nishiki weaving workshop, made our own kumihimo; we went to Uji Matcha factory Field,
tasted matcha and dessert made of matcha; we visited Japan’s countryside, harvested some vegetables
and cooked at Tanba Sports Park’s barbecue site. The trip to Kayabuki-no-sato was a pleasant surprise.
I’d never expected I could see such a nostalgic, ancient-looking scenery. It’s costly and arduous to
preserve the thatched-roof, but most of the villagers feel compelled to protect their ancestor’s house
and their culture. It was in this quaint village, we had the rice-cake pounding experience, which was
full of laughter and joy.

The schedule was a little bit tight, but I think it might be the most efficient plan: within the limited
time, we managed to do the most things.

Very soon, our journey in Kyoto had come to an end. The final presentation and the Farewell Party
drew a satisfactory full stop for this program. I enjoyed every minute I spent in Kyoto and never will I
forget this wonderful experience. Now I consider studying in Japan a favorable choice, but first of all I
have to improve my Japanese.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Ding Chengyi

Thanks to Kyoto University, Kyoto Prefectural Government and Peking University, [ was enabled to
make my first-time trip to Japan in this summer vocation. Through the 2015 Peking University
Students Kyoto Summer School Program, I have gained a real picture of Japan not restricted to the
text-book descriptions but involving the society, people and culture as well. I am very satisfied with
the program and I would like to share my experience of this program, Kyoto and Japan as follows.

During my stay in Kyoto University, I have taken lectures on various topics including energy and
sustainable development, modern history of East Asia, food and agriculture, Japanese aesthetics and
medicine. All the lectures were well-prepared and benefited me pretty much. Besides, the lecturers
were enthusiastic about their own research fields and full of creativity. Among all these lectures, I was
most impressed by the one from Professor Kondo Naoshi which focused on the modern technology,
especially the technology on robots, applied in today’s Japanese agriculture. How Japan is advanced in
terms of modern agriculture has made me reflect on the current situation of farming in mainland China.

Apart from the academic parts, I really enjoyed the visits and sightseeing arranged by Kyoto
Prefectural Government and those students from Kyoto University as well. The visit to Kyoto
Prefectural Government and its former main building gave me an overview of local government in
Japan. The trip to Koho Nishiki Textile Studio and Uji Marukyu-Koyamaen helped me a lot in
understanding the nature of traditional Japanese culture and skills. A great variety of sightseeing
during the free time around Kyoto proved the best experience of Japanese historical heritage. All these
visits and sightseeing mentioned above have greatly increased the vividness of Japan’s image in my
mind. Beside, a profound friendship between students from Kyoto University and those from Peking
University including me has been established. Regardless of our different cultural backgrounds and
language capabilities, there are still some fundamental things in common that enable us to understand
each other and to communicate smoothly.

From my perspective, Kyoto can be concluded as one of the most livable cities around the world.
Kyoto has neat streets, quite residences, delicious food and friendly people. More importantly, Kyoto
is a city which is very human-oriented. The process of developing Tomorrow Kyoto Program can be
regarded as one of the direct embodiment. When making the plan, numbers of surveys were conducted
among ordinary people in Kyoto to get their experience and suggestions on city planning. Also, the
results of those surveys were taken into account when the plan was finally determined by the decision-
makers. In addition, great emphasis has been placed on environment protection in Kyoto. For instance,
most of the consumables in hotels are environmentally friendly and recycled. Compared with China,
people in Japan have already got accustomed to sorting carefully before dump rubbish. Every piece of
the experience I have got from the program no matter whether it is on the schedule or not has made me
touch and feel a real Japan by myself.

To conclude, the experience in Kyoto will nourish me for a lifetime. I hope that in my future career,
I could make certain contribution to further promote the relationship between Japan and China and
help to eliminate their biases against each other to some extent. Finally, I would like to give my
gratitude to all the professors and students from both Kyoto University and Peking University. Also, |
would really like to thank the officers from Kyoto Prefectural Government for their efforts that made
this program so informative and enjoyable.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Feng Deyao

This is actually the second time I have taken an exchange program like this to Japan. Last time was
in the second year of my senior high school. This time Japan impressed me even more.

We spent the first four or five days listening to lectures given by Kyoto University professors and
visiting the Kyoto prefectural government. Again I felt the hospitality and consideration of the
Japanese people. Our schedule was very well arranged and we felt warmly welcomed wherever we
went. In the latter part of our trip, we did many field visits and had two free days of our own on which
we could travel to nearby cities. We were accompanied by students from Kyoto University and we had
many interesting conversations and a great time together.

These 10 days in Japan were absolutely very fun. What’s made the trip even more meaningful and
wonderful, however, is that it has given me a glimpse of what Japan’s really like, cast new light on my
reflection about Sino-Japanese relationship and even inspired a more objective and calm attitude of
viewing things.

People tend to develop certain stereotypes about a culture. For the Japanese people, it’s they are
polite, always on time and so on. However, it is not until I see Japan with my own eyes can I be fully
convinced by any of these descriptions about the Japanese people. And this trip did prove some of
these stereotypes to be wrong. For example, in China we hear that in Japan no matter how capable
they are, normally Japanese women will quit their own job after they are married or have children. I
discussed this issue with some Japanese students. It’s indeed true that Japan still has a long way to go
before it can achieve equality for women in the workplace. But people’s minds are changing and
things are improving. Many capable girls in Japan, like those from Tokyo and Kyoto University plan
to keep working after marriage and labor. Things are also improving for women in family. In the past,
fathers held the absolute authority but now mothers also have their voice. Actually, under this trend of
globalization, I think certain notions of cultures around the world are evolving towards some shared
values, equality for women being one important example.

There is indeed misunderstanding between China and Japan. However, some students from Kyoto
University really dismissed some of my previous opinions. I was especially moved by one student’s
keen interest for the Chinese culture and his calm reflection on the Japanese culture. He had been
studying Chinese for years and had participated in many similar exchange programs with Chinese
students and made many good friends from China. However, some of his relatives don’t like China,
and his interest in China has caused him some tension with his own families. However, he decided that
the dislike of his relatives for China is prejudiced and they don’t even really know about China and did
not follow their instructions. He also reflected on some of the weaknesses of the Japanese culture and
through him I saw the voice of reflection of some Japanese scholars which was barely exposed in
China. The disagreement between China and Japan indeed exists, but it’s also important that both
countries realize we should not put some prejudiced tags on each other, even though the tag may be
prevailing notions in the country. Every culture is diverse, and there are always voices of calm
reflection in each other. And we should never let politics get in the way of the good will between the
people. I also have many friends from the U.S. but when I’m with them I never feel the kind of
sincerity when I’m with my friends from Kyoto. This is not surprising, because China and Japan share
common cultural roots.

After this trip, I decided to learn Japanese and hopefully I want to work in Tokyo for a year or two
in the future. There are still many aspects of the Japanese culture that I don’t know yet and I want to
keep exploring. Also, I want to be the bridge between Japan and China and I sincerely hope the two
countries can settle down the problem of history and move on to a future of understanding and
friendship.
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An amazing program, an amazing experience
Han Mingyue

Japan to me was just novels of Kawabata Yasunari and Higashino Keigo, and beautiful pictures of
sakura and Fujisan before I took part in this program. But Japanese Culture has gravitated me from
middle school, so I had very high expectation towards this program and Japan did not disappoint me.
In this program, I contacted not only lectures in University, but also real life, people and culture in
Japan, and built precious friendship with Japanese students.

Various lectures, knowledgeable professors and great achievements in Kyoto University left me a
deep impression. In the lecture of Energy and sustainable development, I learned different kinds of
energy and the current condition and problems of energy, and I myself thought about what problem
can occur when human produce energy which I think is very meaningful. In the lecture of Thoughts on
Modern History of East Asia, I learned the modern history of Asia, especially Japan and the war
between China and Japan from the perspective of Japanese, which was totally fresh to me but
important in order to learn the truth of history. In the lecture of Current Situation and Prospects on
Food, Environment, and Life in the World, I saw the high technology applying in agriculture like
robots, and this technology is useful and can be the development goal in China. The lecture of
Japanese Aesthetics gave me a general picture of beauty elements in Japan, which I met many times in
the free travel. The visit to Graduate school of Medicine and the introduction of their researches
showed me what the scientists is doing in Japan, and as a medical student, I could understand the hard
progress to do research and thus I was admire to those professors and researchers. All in all, wonderful
lectures in different areas taught me much new knowledge and guided me to think critically. Besides,
the free pursuit to truth and knowledge of students and scholars also impressed me and moved me, as
PKU is also famous for its academic freedom.

Although lectures were wonderful, however, I think our most important learning happened outside
the classroom. Both activities arranged by Kyoto Government and our free travel. The activities like
visiting weaving factory and Matcha farm let me know how Japanese protect and inherit traditional
culture and skills, and made me reflect on the current condition in China. Especially in Matcha farm,
they combined the traditional skill with modern technology, so that they could preserve their tradition
and achieve industrialization at the same time. The vegetable farm was another example of application
of high skills in agriculture. During these activities, I noticed the earnest attitude of Japanese which
showed in their insistence in their job, and the pursuit of ultimate. In our free travel, I experienced the
life in Japan and I was impressed by those humanity details like vending machines everywhere,
indicating boards and the machine to get change on bus. Those details made me feel comfortable and
convenient living in Japan.

This program may change my future study and life. Because before I came to Japan, I never thought
about studying in Japan after my graduation, as most of Chinese students would like to choose USA,
Europe or Australia to continue their further study. But this program made me fall in love with Kyoto
and Kyoto University, with beautiful scenery and friendly people and, most importantly, the quiet
environment to study and so many excellent professors. | am learning Japanese now, and I think I will
take Japan as my choice if there is an opportunity to study in Japan. Except education part, Japan is
also a good place to live, so I may be go to Japan again to live for a period.

This program is amazing, this experience is amazing as well. I gained a deep understanding of Japan
and Japanese and Japanese culture during this program and I also built deep friendship with students in
Kyoto University. I will never forget this program and continue my Japanese studying, and try to
contribute to the friendship of China and Japan.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Huang Yangyang

During the ten days in Kyoto, I had carried through several enlightening lectures, ranging from
energy crisis to Japanese Aesthetics and a series of observation study, including visiting the Matcha
factory, experiencing Japanese tea ceremony and sightseeing Japanese picturesque countryside in
Tanba.

Among the lectures I took in Kyoto University, the Modern History of East Asia was the most
impressive one. Professor Nagai Kazu presented a whole picture of contemporary Asia, specifically
analyzed several main genres in nowadays Japan, which had greatly deepened my understanding about
the origin and tracks of Japanese social ideology. It seems the thought of pursuing peaceful and neutral
status roots in a large number of civilians’ mind, which struggles to balance the wild dream of some
politicians the professor referred as Post-War Monroeism representatives.

Besides that, the Japanese Aesthetics lecture was indeed beneficial since it presented the insight into
Japanese poetry. Though convey of aesthetic conception was partly limited in English version, it was
not difficult to understand because of the similarity in symbols of aesthetic conception between the
two countries.

Moreover, the lecture Current Situation and Prospects on Food, Environment, and Life in the world
was absolutely inspiring owing to Professor Kondo Naoshi’s cutting-end agricultural machinery
inventions. It had turned my used imagination of agriculture upside down. Meanwhile, professor
Kondo’s concern about possible future food shortage brought by population boom prompted me
thinking about the sustainable issue seriously.

When it comes to the observation study organized by Kyoto prefecture, visiting the Matcha factory
and experiencing Japanese tea ceremony is one of the most interesting one, during which we not only
degusted the wonderful tea, but also learned about the modernization of Japanese tea production. The
Tanba trip was overwhelmed with delight as well, during which we picked up vegetables and fried the
carrot tempura on our own, witnessing the wonderful scenery of Japanese countryside.

Besides attending lectures and engaging into group activities mentioned above, we still had two
days off to make our own trip plan. I went to the International Manga museum the first day, where 1
found abundant familiar comic compositions drawn by Japanese contemporary prestigious cartoonists,
such as Tezuka Osamu and Toriyama Akira. Later, I went to Kyoto cultural museum which exhibited
the transition of Kyoto city from Heian Period. Since it was located nearby our hotel, the exhibition
thus promptly reminded me of the fact that we were living exactly at the center of Kyoto Prefecture,
literally meant that the road I had stepped on coincides with the one that the Yamahoko carriers go by
every year during the Gionmatsuri.

The second day I chose to go to Nara, sightseeing the large Nara park, where we enjoyed the
harmony scenery of tourists interacting cheerfully with deer. By the way, there were so many Jinja
along the journey. I’d also sincerely prayed for a better future for the two countries’ younger
generation.

It’s a precious experience to visit Kyoto, which had broadened my horizon and deepened my
understanding about Japanese culture and society. I'm looking forward further understanding about
this country, thus made up my mind to study Japanese seriously in order to be capable of
communicating with locals. Hoping that the journey just signaled the beginning of the process.

Finally, last but not the least, I want to express my sincere thankfulness to the staff in Kyoto who
had helped to arrange this program, especially to professor Han, who had felt the need to build a
stronger relationship between the two countries both in academic field and private friendship among
younger generation. Besides that, I want to highlight the important role students in KU played in this
program. We shared every moment in Kyoto together. Thanks for your friendliness and patience all
along the journey. It marks the beginning of our precious friendship. Hoping another chance to meet
you again, whether in Japan or in China.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Liu Jiani

It was my great honor to be involved in this summer school program provided by Kyoto University.
We received a warm welcome on the first day from professors and officers of international office of
Kyoto University and Kyoto Prefecture.

Lectures offered by Kyoto University started on our second day. Topics have varied from
development to history, from aesthetic to technology, from which we have learned a lot about Japanese
culture and society. What interest me most among all the lectures are those about history and aesthetics.
During the 3 hours, Professor Nagai Kazu showed us a new perspective to look at those important
decades in the past. It is not the difference from the Chinese textbooks, but what happened in Japan
during that time that impressed me most. As a Chinese student, what I used to know is only the
situation in China, but Professor Nagai gave us a clear image of what it was like in Japan and East
Asia, or even the whole world. I believe it’s always important to look at history from a higher view
point. This lecture inspired me to read further about world history in modern time. As our last class,
Associate Professor Yukawa Shikiko surprised me with the Japanese beauty. She started with some
pictures and textile works indicating different season. Then she showed us those traditional literature
referring to those time-indicating objects. It is not only the concept and atmosphere, but also the
pronunciation and flow that impressed me so much. It is quite similar to Chinese traditional poems,
but with different beauty. This is why I want to learn Japanese after the lecture, to understand the
subtleness of Japanese aesthetic better.

After the lecture we were also offered with a series of culture experience activities by Kyoto
Prefecture, including visit to several modern workshops of traditional Japanese crafts like Koho
Nishiki weaving and Matcha factory, and handwork experience like Kumihomo and harvesting
vegetables. During these activities, I got to learn a lot about how do Japanese preserve traditional
culture heritages, which is a weakness of China. We have so many precious crafts fading away in
modern society without successors. In Japan, through cooperation between artisans, entrepreneurs,
government and education systems, traditional crafts are well commercialized and preserved at the
same time.

During our free time, we also learned a lot about Japan through our own observations. I was amazed
by the governance of Kyoto as a historical city as a student major in urban planning and interested in
historical heritages. Apart from those well-preserved historical buildings, there are few skyscrapers
like Tokyo or Beijing in the city even in CBD areas. In response, the streets are relevantly narrower
than those in metropolitans. So the whole scale of city offers a sense of the old time to the residents
and visitors. Not only the size and height of the buildings, but also the style and material are also
trying to create an environment of vintage. Above all, what amazed me most are the night scene of the
city. Unlike other modern cities, there are not so many neon-light advertisement on the streets. Instead,
most of the street lights and commercial lights are warm yellow, in coordination with each other and
with the whole historical atmosphere.

As for governance of a modern city, I was impressed by the public security. During our free tour I
lost my camera once, but with the help of the buddy from Kyoto University, I found it back easily
from the police. I was told that kids were educated to hand in everything they lost to police. It is even
written in law that taking anything you found in public privately is illegal and will get a penalty. But it
will be yours rightful if nobody claims it after you turning it to the police after a period of time.
Actually, we were also told to do so since kindergarten, but greed is human nature. Without specific
and strictly practiced law to restrain, it is not easy to achieve a highly secured society like Japan.

After these 10 days of this summer school in Kyoto, I started regretting not having attended it in my
sophomore or junior year. As a senior student, it is hard for me to change my original plan for master
degree study. But as I wrote before, I will continue to read more about Japan and I have already
registered for a Japanese lecture for the new semester in Peking University. So one day I might be able
to go to Japan for doctor study or for a job. The program is a start for me to explore Japan, never the
end.
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A perfect fusion of technology and history
Liu Shengpeng

It is my great honor to have taken part in this summer school in Kyoto University this summer.
Although the time is limited, it has left me a deep impression and helped me to learn a lot.

I attended lectures by professors from Kyoto University and have learned a lot covering the area of
Energy, Modern History of East Asia, agriculture, Japanese Aesthetics and Medicine as a student
majoring in physics. The topic about ‘energy and modern agriculture’ left me a deep impression. Japan,
as a country with narrow national territorial area, has achieved food self-sufficient and even has some
export. Among all the reasons, technology is of great importance. What’s more, since the natural
resource is limited, Japan lays much emphasis on looking for new resource and making full use of it.
And they also did a good job in it. The usage of many new resources has not only reduced the rely on
import but also protected the environment.

In my spare time, I visited a lot of interesting places in Kyoto, such as Nijo Castle, Kiyomizu
Temple, Ginkakuji Temple, Kyoto culture museum and so on. The perfect fusion of technology and
history left me a deep impression. Japan, as a modern country with a long history, has done a perfect
job in protecting history as while as developing. When walking in Kyoto, I even have a feeling of
walking in the street hundreds of years ago. The modern buildings don’t give me a feeling of abrupt,
but make me feel like some decorations in the city. China is also fast developing in the recent decades.
However, it is always at the cost of destroying historic sites as a result, some are dismantled so as to
build skyscrapers, others become over-commercialized tourist destinations. It is such a pity and we do
have a lot to learn from Japan in how to protect history and culture.

Furthermore, it’s very kind of Kyoto University to combine academic lectures and handwork
together. After having listened to the lectures about agriculture, it is very honorable to have chance to
do the harvesting and cooking. The practice in the greenhouse gave me an intuitive sense of how Japan
incorporate high technology into modern agriculture. We are deeply surprised when the farmer ate the
spinage directly without washing it. It reminds me of how I cook meal at home. I have to wash the
vegetable for several times and steep them in brine for half an hour before cooking so as to remove the
pesticide residue. So this experience just help me to understand what is organic agriculture that I have
just learned in the lecture better. What’s more, harvesting and cooking by ourselves is a time full of
fun and I do hope to experience it again.

Before this program, I did not regard Japan as a place for me to further my study or live as North
America was my first choice. However now I find that Japan has many advantages. First and foremost,
the public security is better when compared to North America, there is almost no need to worry about
any crimes. What’s more, I don’t need to worry that food security or environment pollution will
influence my daily life as the relevant laws are very strict and well carried out. In addition, the
Japanese national character is complementary to that of the Chinese. So cooperation with Japanese in
the future would be an exciting thing. Finally, I have had a brief discussion with Associate Professor
Hiroshi Okuyama in department of Chemistry, Kyoto University, and his scientific research orientation
is quite similar to mine.

So if I decide to further my study in Kyoto University, there is no need to adapt the laboratory.
Admittedly, learning Japanese would be a challenge to me since I have no Japanese foundation.
However, if I choose to go to North America to further my study, [ have to adapt different culture since
Chinese culture is quite different from American culture, but is similar to Japanese culture.

To sum up, taking part in this summer program is a very enjoyable experience. It changes my
opinion to some extent. And I am extremely thankful to students, professors and staffs in Kyoto
University and officials in Kyoto Prefecture for your warm reception and perfect work.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Liu Songyin

When [ was an 8-year-old boy, I was asked to write an essay about the dream places of mine. I got
an A in my composition for beautiful words and good wishes, which was about my admiration of
Japan. When my parents saw it, they were extremely worried about me because they thought I was
Japan-crazy. I thought there must be some misunderstanding between Chinese people and Japanese
people. From then on, I have wished I could be the bridge to communicate the two countries and
improve the relationship between. To fulfill my dream, I swore that I should go to Japan one day.

The trip to Kyoto University provided me the best chance to experience the difference between
Chinese and Japanese cultures and understand the history better. Thanks to the careful arrangement of
Kyoto University, I got access to the excellent classes about Japanese culture, literary, science research
and technology. Especially, the speech about modern history of Japan has left me great impression.
The speech gave me a totally different point of view toward the Second World War, and made me
more objective. Only in this way can we younger generation understand each other better and create a
peaceful future together. What is more, during the 10-day’s stay in Kyoto, I got quite close to the
Japanese buddies and gained priceless friendship with them. Because of their unselfish help, our trip in
Kyoto was very successful.

The study in Kyoto University has influenced my career plan a lot. In the last party, I talked to
Professor Yukawa about career choosing. I was surprised that Professor Yukawa majored in biology at
first, and then transferred to Japanese literature for master degree even though she was not familiar to
it very much. Professor Yukawa encouraged me to chase my dream after I told her that I want to
change my major. And now, I have decided to change my major from geology to international
relationship. I have to say, it was the story of Professor Yukawa that gave me the courage to challenge
in a new field.

As I said in the party, Kyoto City reminds me of Chang’an, the capital of Tang Dynasty. The ancient
construction and city planning, as well as the traditional handicrafts were full of ancient Chinese
character, which touched me a lot and made me feel at home. The foundation of friendship between
these two cities and countries is strong. We should make full use of it to build a bridge for people in
the two countries getting to know each other’s culture and life style better and found up strong trust.
From my point of view, Japanese people know little about modern China now. So we still need to do
plenty of work to introduce China and I wish I could come back to Japan again and again, not only to
meet my old friends, but also make new friends with Japanese people as many as possible.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Ning Anning

In these 10 days, I had an excellent experience in Kyoto. We took some interesting and insightful
lectures from professors from Kyoto University which included many critical and significant issues
such as global warming, energy, modern history studies and traditional Japanese literature. The lecture
about precise agriculture in Japan was very impressive because precise agriculture faces the challenge
posed by increasing population all over the world. If this technology can be transferred to China,
where there are millions of peasants needing high level agriculture technology and knowledge, it will
make a great difference in production of global agriculture. And the visit to faculty of medicine
presented the top level of medical research in Kyoto University. After lectures offered by professors,
we started outdoor experience and visit. Japan is a country who is a desirable learner and put much
importance on preservation of traditional techniques. The visit to the weave workshop and the braided
cord workshop shown us the delicate traditional techniques which Japanese cherish a lot. Similarly, the
field trip to Matcha factory also let us know the traditional culture of Japan, especially the tea culture.
And the combination between traditional tea and modern food factory led to various products of
Matcha which I really love. After the weekend we went to Osaka and Nara with our buddies from
Kyoto University, we went to Tanba, a rural area of Kyoto prefecture, to experience rural life in Japan.
The harvesting experience and later cooking were interesting and let us experience the various aspects
of Japan culture and society. The visit to famers market also presented us the real life of Japanese
citizens. The last day in Kyoto consisted of visiting to Fushimi Inari-Taisha and final presentation.
Visit to the shrine was my best experience in the sightseeing. The shrine reflects the old history of
Japanese religious belief and the good will to harvest which is the most special characteristic of Japan
culture. And the final presentation just offered us a platform to show our experience and thinking in
these 10 days. Every student showed different topics about Japan in his own mind which deepened my
idea about Japan society.

As the primary purpose of the summer school, learning and thinking the Japan culture is the most
important issue for us students from Peking University. Two of my learning outcomes I think it’s most
impressive are the preservation of traditional culture and quick learning of modern technology in
Japan. Although Japan started becoming a modern country since Meiji Restoration, the traditional
culture is never abandoned by Japanese and preserved very well. But back to China, who is also a
country with very long history and fascinating culture, there is severe damage to Chinese traditional
culture which has resulted in a huge gap between traditional and modern Chinese society. Lesson from
Japan can be one example for China.

And the modern technology used in various areas such as agriculture in Japan is also an outstanding
point in this program. In the lecture we learnt a lot about the precise agriculture in Japan, and the later
visit to Tanba rural area also present us the real material and process of Japanese agriculture such as
impressive seeds bands and green house. The advanced infrastructure of rural area also gave us a great
impression. The most of Chinese population is peasants who lack necessary knowledge and basic
technology. The quality level of Chinese agriculture lags behind Japanese significantly. If two
countries can cooperate in this area, the agriculture problem will be solved properly in the future.

Besides the lecture and visit arranged by Kyoto University and Kyoto Prefecture, we and our
buddies from Kyoto University had a very nice experience in Kyoto. We went to Arashiyama and
many wonderful and historical temples such as Kiyomizu-dera and Kinkaku-ji. These experiences let
us understand Japan culture more deeply and closely. Also, visiting to Osaka and Nara is very exciting
and interesting.

After this program, I am more interested in Japan. I decided to study Japanese in the next semester
and talk with alumni who work in Japan after graduation from PKU. Because I think that Japan is still
a place with full of opportunities. And the developed society and citizenship attract me. If I have a
chance, I want to find a job in a consulting firm based on Japan.
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Wonderful Trip to Kyoto and Cherished Memories
Shao Yangying

Supported by both Kyoto Prefectural Government and Kyoto University, the summer program
provided not only a variety of lectures concerning history, environment, agriculture, and aesthetics, but
also precious opportunities of visiting and experiencing activities.

The lectures we had in Kyoto University extended our knowledge about different aspects of Japan
and even the world at large. For example, in Associate Professor Mclellan Benjamin’s class, we learnt
some updates about energy and sustainable development, one of the challenges facing all human
beings in the 21st century. Also in Professor Kondo Naoshi’s lecture of Current Situation and
Prospects on Food, Environment, and Life in the World, I was impressed by Japanese precision
agriculture which showed the nation’s pursuit for modern and better life with advanced technology
despite lack of land, vegetables, and cereals. Interested in literature and traditional Japanese culture, 1
was glad to have learnt how to interpret and appreciate both the literal and underlying meaning of
some of Japanese poetry waka and haiku. These lectures served as a window for us to exploring in-
depth Japanese culture and values.

Apart from lectures in class, we had the opportunities to experience Japan in a more vivid way,
namely through various extra-curricular activities. It was of great honor for us students to pay a
courtesy visit to such high-profiles as the Kyoto Prefectural Vice-governor. Well-received and warmly-
welcome by Vice-governor and his colleagues, we also had thought-provoking discussion. Through
both Vice-governor's speech and the Q&A session, we gained a better understanding of the exchanges
and cooperation between China and Japan, especially between Xi'an and Kyoto, two ancient and long-
being sister cities of two countries. Also we harvested some insights from the government on Kyoto's
status-quo and further development in high-tech industry, tourism, legacy protection, etc. The most
exciting part of the program I've long been looking forward to came when we visited Koho Nishiki
weaving workshop, experienced Kumihimo, had a Matcha factory Field trip, and learned Tea-
ceremony. It was really good to explore deeper into Japanese culture through such first-hand
experiences. We had a pleasant time harvesting vegetables and cooking tempura with the help of local
farmers. The activity couldn't be more interesting and impressive. It gave me an intuitive sense of the
agriculture in Japan. What's more, the lunch was very delicious since we made it together with the
help of local farmers. Wonderful experience! Great tour with yet limited time! We also visited many
shrines and prayed for better academic achievement in a local ritual way. It was cherished memories
for me, especially the insights I gained from local people of different walks of life.

The first-hand experiences I harvested during the program erased many of my preoccupations about
the nation and narrowed the gap between me and Japanese culture. I found myself enjoying the
academic freedom of Kyoto University, convenient public facilities, delicate and healthy food, clean
and tidy environment, serenity and simplicity of Kyoto city as well as the friendliness and politeness
of local people. Together with personal connections, I’'m sure I will come back to the city of Kyoto in
the near future to either pursue my career or enjoy several-years’ living. So the first thing I have made
up my mind to do is to learn Japanese as soon as I come back to China.

As a translation major, I have always been aware that translation and interpreting is not just a
language-based job, but rather more of a culture activity. Thus besides acquiring language proficiency,
I have to look beyond the words and characters into culture and values as a whole, whether it being
English-speaking countries or not. In this sense, the trip to Kyoto acts as a bridge for me to gain a
better understanding of Japan, our neighbouring nation, and to broaden my horizons so that I can
better interpret the world at large. In a word, it helps me a lot in both work and life.

_22_



A wonderful experience in Kyoto and Kyoto University

Tao Jinzhou

Japan is such a wonderful country that you cannot experience all the goodness by one visit, I had
been to Japan for a tour 2 years ago, but this time I'm very lucky enough to grab the chance
participating into this Summer School at Kyoto and I’ve had a wonderful time in Japan as a short-time
student.

Firstly we have taken many courses in Kyoto University, ranging from Japanese traditional aesthetic
viewpoint to modern, every course was totally amazing. Among these, a course conducted by Prof.
Kondo Naoshi who taught us about High-Tech robot usage in precisions agriculture attract me most, it
mainly concentrate on the serious problem about food shortage due to the popularity growth in Africa
and Asia, and how can robots free us from large amount of simple manual repeating work. The most
impressive detail about it is that the machine can inspect the rice by each single grain so that the
damaged rice can be picked out and make remaining rice the best quality, I’m so touched that Japanese
people did such a complex job in order to ensure food safety and protect the interests of customers.
Now in China, food safety is still a heavy problem waiting to be solved, so if this wonderful
technology could be introduced back to China it would be great.

Beside the time we spend in the campus of Kyoto University, I’ve traveled a lot of places in and
near the Kyoto City such as the Ginkaku Temple, Arashiyama, Osaka-jo Castle, Arima Onsen and so
on. In fact I love Japanese Onsen Culture very much, I planned to go to the Arima Onsen, which
represent for the top 3 Onsens in Japan, before I arrived Japan. And with the help of many warm-
hearted students of Kyoto University, I’ve complete my wish, the trip to Arima Onsen was totally
awesome, the beautiful scene, the nature, the old-style street and also the Onsen all are my best
memories this time in Japan.

And another precious thing I’ve got is the friendship between us and students from Kyoto
University. Thanks to Kyoto University students, I could fill my traveling plan in this program, they
gave us so many advice about transports, food, shopping and also the Japanese manner. Also we’ve
discussed a lot of subject in culture differences between our 2 countries. In conclusion, we all thought
that Chinese people are more interested in big things such as national politics Japan.

During the program I’ve found a chance to see a professor of my own research field in Kyoto
University. | emailed the professor hoping for a visit to his lab and he replied me so friendly and ask
me directly to his office. We discussed a lot about academic issues and also research and campus life
in Kyoto University. Finally I expressed my willing to get my further doctor course in his research
group, the professor said it is totally possible if applied for that after my graduation and he would
welcome me to his lab since I was doing the similar research subject now. So in a word, I can only
imagine if it is possible to study or do research in Japan before the summer program, but after this I
think I would take a serious consideration to go to Japan for further study.

Any way I think I’ve gained plenty of unexpected wonderful experiences in this summer program in
Kyoto and Kyoto University, I’ll never forget about this trip. And finally I’d like to give my sincerely
thanks to all professors, teachers, students from Kyoto University and staffs from Kyoto City who
helped us and made this fantastic journey possible.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Wang Mengxuan

The 10 days spent in Kyoto is really a wonderful memory in my life. It is not just a summer
program full of lectures or trips, but an experience which has left impressive mark on me and would
affect me in the future.

Thanks to the organizers for such a comprehensive program, we had university lectures, government
visit, site seeing, field trip and so on.

Firstly, in the aspect of academic study, we had different lectures given by professors from different
departments of Kyoto University, covering Energy and sustainable development, Modern history of
East Asia, Current situation and prospects on food, environment and life in the world, and Japanese
Aesthetics. | was generally interested in history and Asian Aesthetics, and this time I learned a lot from
Professor Nagai and Yukawa. They gave me a different view to understand the Asia modern history
and the Japanese aesthetics hidden in ancient Japanese poems. Besides these, the visit to the Graduate
school of Medicine and Introduction of Advanced Researches left me a deep impression on me.
Although I do not know much in medicine field, the visit to the laboratory showed me a new world
and the knowledge of medicine for me indeed so different and exciting.

Apart from the academic parts, the program also provided us rare chances to experience Japanese
life and culture. We spent half a day visiting the Kyoto Prefectural Government Office and had a
valuable chance to communicate with the government officials. It showed me the daily operation of a
Japanese local government, which turned out a sharp contrast with the environment I was used to. And
the day experiencing in Koho Nishiki, Matcha factory was a real grateful experience, through which
we understood and even enter into Japanese culture. The harvesting experience and cooking
experience in Tanba made me think about the importance of achievement and pride in work. These
experiences open a door for us to know more about Japanese culture and society and broke up the
stereotype and imagination about Japan before I really come here by myself. All the lectures, visits,
experiences, activities gave me a chance to understand Kyoto from difference sides. I learned about
not only how the Japanese government operates, but also how the researchers develop new
technology; not only the traditional Japanese culture over a long history, but also how the spirit
inspires countless generation of Japanese people.

Last but not least, I want to express my gratitude to Kyoto University and students in Kyoto
University. Kyoto University is an ideal place for pursuing the improvement of science, which has
nurtured an amazing number of Nobel Prize winners. Professor Han introduced the history and
development of Kyoto University detailedly. In Professor Han’s presentation about Kyoto University,

to_do academic study. And I want to say thanks one more time to the students of Kyoto University.
Every time I turned to them for help, they would try their best to settle my problem. (WANG XING
TADHEHNALEELTWVS, AFICOWT, JEERAZEC T, 2RI ER D
= fiEZiTo 1) They are really very kind and have a high degree of responsibility. They
showed me the respectful image of young people in Japan. We could talk about all kinds of topics with
our true heart. Even if we had been together for just ten days, it felt like we were life-long friends or
families. It was too hard to say goodbye, but I believe we will meet somewhere in the future.

The experience I Kyoto will nourish me for a long time, and I want to come here again and have a

chance to study in Japan.
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A Wonderful Trip to Kyoto
Wang Xing

The study experience in Kyoto University was incredibly unforgettable and fruitful for me. Not only
for the academic courses I took, but also for every bit I have experienced personally about this
prominent university. It was very honorable for me to participate in the summer program with Kyoto
University this summer. Although the duration was short, lasting for only ten days, the program itself
did leave me a deep impression for the beautiful environment, respectable professors and nice friends
in Kyoto University.

The reason why I chose to participate in 2015 Peking University and Kyoto University summer
program is that Japan has always been the country that attracted me the most. On one hand, it is a
country that is steeped in the tradition dating back to thousands years ago, but on the other hand, it is
also a country that is in rapid flux of change, playing a critical role in various fields, such as fashion
and high-tech field. I am especially impressed by the environment- protecting awareness of the
Japanese people, and I wondered not only the roots of this environment protection awareness, but
more specifically about the specific practices Japanese government and its people perform in order to
protect their environment. And I managed to find the answers to the questions I had in mind during
this summer program at Kyoto University.

This program was very interesting and I fell in love with Kyoto. I think that Kyoto University is
also a good place for us to study in. This program gave me a new understanding of Kyoto University.
We also walked and played in out of university and the whole city is very clean. Also, when I was
touring around Kyoto, I found that there is a large area of green space kept in the city. It's really
amazing to see how Japanese pay their respect to nature. Sometimes I wonder whether we have to
develop our cities at the cost of destroying nature. China has built more new factories, more industrial
plants, purchased more cars than ever before. But life quality has declined because of the worse
environment and nature. In Japan, however, I see the solutions to the conflict of urban development
and natural protection and the peaceful coexistence of both and how they can promote each other. As
far as [ am concerned, this is what China should learn from Japan on its way to achieve economic
growth while creating a sustainable environment.

campus at the same time. Only be doing so can academic researches be kept serious and management
be kept efficient. He also _mentioned that the police are forbidden to_enter the campus without
ermission, students and teachers vote for university’s president, and so forth. From above, we can

they would try their best to settle my problem. (WANG MENGXUAN & A D FHNA & B
LT3, AHTOWT, b REMZEC T, PRICHEREFR - 58 211-o72) We
could talk about all kinds of topics with our true heart. Even if we had been together for just ten days,
it felt like we were life-long friends or families. It was too hard to say goodbye.

This program has in many aspects broadened my views. I acquired information on different subjects,
and saw shining features on different friends. I came to know that I need and could improve myself as
I saw them. The warm reception the Kyoto Prefecture gave us and their welcome for us to study in
Kyoto are like a strong hand that will always support me to pursue my study here, and even my life in
Japan, which I was really grateful. And I will also remember the love I received from the friends of
Kyoto University, be someone as nice and helpful, and wait for the time to meet again.
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Zhang Yiyan

Summer School to Kyoto is the most memorable experience for me in this summer. In Kyoto, we
not only attended various lectures to learn relative knowledge from different aspects, but also visit
places from urban to rural areas to have a close look of Japanese society in person. What’s more, what
I appreciate the most is the time I shared with my new friends from Kyoto University. It was their
accompany, patient explanation to Japanese culture and interactive discussions with us that made me
not normal tourists, but an observer of what we saw and experienced.

The first few days spent in Kyoto was a period of class study. In the classroom of Kyoto University,
we attended lectures on Energy and Sustainable Development; Thoughts on Modern History of East
Asia; Current Situation and Prospects on Food, Environment, and Life in the World; and Japanese
Aesthetics, delivered by professors with diverse cultural and professional background. I was surprised
I would be so interested in fields that I had never exposed to like history of East Asia, agricultural
automation and Japanese Haiku. On environmental class, I understood the significance of energy
saving and developing; on history class, I realized that history should be critical treated instead of
taking what on domestic textbook for granted; on literature class, I learned how the origin of Japanese
culture be related to its natural environment-season transience, and how it resemble Chinese tradition.
These classes provided me a cross-field overall view of Japan and impressed me by the earnest of the
scholars we reached.

Who touched me more with earnest are those shokunin (B N). 1 especially remember the
enthusiastic eyes and proud face of the elderly grandpa in Koho Nishiki weaving workshop when he
talked about his diligent study to improve the weaving skills and when he showed us the ingenious
weaving masterpieces. I can feel the devotion and respect of every small thing in their heart, when we
experienced the Kumihimo, visited field of the Tanba farmer, or were introduced the process of Mochi
production. Being amazed, I also feel shameful for this spirit is what Chinese have lost and are in high
urgent to learn from Japanese.

Also, I visited a few historical spots with Kyoto University students including temples in Kyoto city,
Arashiyama and Nara. There two aspects that impressed me: nice protection of natural environment
and ancient architectures. My hometown, Hunan province of China, was very similar to Kyoto with
clear rivers and flourish forests. But recent decades witness the pollution they experienced. Thus the
measures Kyoto Prefecture take to protect Kamogawa, introduced by Kyoto Prefectural Vice-governor,
are really thought-provoking and worth learning. Furthermore, large quantities of temples in China
have been damaged or over-commercialized, while either Buddhism or Shintoism temples are well
protected and highly unified nationwide. Young generation can really learn the traditional culture and
feel the sacred religiousness in these long-lasting architectures.

After this trip to Kyoto, I have a deeper and more comprehensive understanding of Japan’s society
and culture. Thus I would like to learn Japanese and read more about Japanese history, politics and
scientific development in order to prepare for my next trip to Japan. Besides, Kyoto is a highly
attractive workplace for me after this trip. Since I have been willing to do work related to international
and intercultural communication, working in Kyoto in the future might be a good choice after
graduation. Keeping in touch with students and teachers of Kyoto University and staffs in Kyoto
Prefecture, I believe I can be well-informed about working chances.

Last but not least, I would like to express my sincerest appreciation to both Kyoto University and
Kyoto Prefecture. Without effort of all the students, teachers and staffs, I could hardly see such a real
and diverse Kyoto. I learnt a lot and think a lot during this trip, and hope to adapt what I got into
practice in the future. Having made many friends in Japan, I believe the next meeting will be soon.
Thanks again to all the people who helped us. Thanks again to this fantastic city!
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Peking University Summer School, Kyoto
Zhou Mingya

This is the third time I visit Japan but one of the most impressive and unforgettable experiences I’ve
ever had. I was honored to have the chance to spend 10 days in this renowned historical city — Kyoto
with my other Peking University friends. Just travelling with tour agency is unparallel to this
experience of studying, meeting new friends and feeling the city step by step. I found it will be craved
into my memory forever.

The lectures given by Kyoto university professors covered a variety of areas, which fully enriched
my horizons and deepen my understanding of Japan. The Energy and sustainable development given
by Associate Professor Mclellan Benjamin was a very enlightening and conclusive lecture about all
sources of potential energy to be used in the future. The Thoughts on Modern History of East Asia
given by Professor Nagai Kazu was an objective review of modern history focusing on Japan despite
its sensitiveness. I was very interested in some points put forward by the professor like the polarized
attitudes toward China inside Japanese society. The Current Situation and Prospects on Food,
Environment, and Life in the World given by Professor Kondo Naoshi was the best lecture in my mind.
At first 1 was shocked by the advanced modernization and common use of high tech in Japan
agriculture. It really struck to me the detailed trace of every fruit to make sure the quality and
responsibility of it. The professor was humorous but also thought-provoking by noticing us the
urgency of food problems in Asia. The Japanese Aesthetics given by Associate Professor Yukawa was
a pure enjoyment to lead us feeling the rich emotions and indications behind Japanese poems. Visiting
Graduate school of Medicine was really attractive to me since I am a medical student. Associate
Professor Hamazaki Yoko and her students gave us the introduction of their researches. The tour
around the lab also made me realized the gap between China and Japan.

The activities provided by Kyoto Government were also colorful and impressive. The courtesy visit
to the Kyoto Prefectural Vice-governor was enlightening as he gave us the detailed introduction about
how Kyoto kept its tradition from the massive rapid wave of modernization while maintaining its
energetic side as the No.1 recommended travelling spot around the world. We were also lucky to visit
the Koho Nishiki weaving workshop, where 1 was not only astonished by the masterpiece of those
fantastic weaving handiworks but also impressed by the dedication instilled from the craftsmen who
have been doing it for decades only meant to me achieved the perfection. The Kumihimo experience
was so fun and the bracelet made by myself was even prettier than the expensive branded bracelets in
malls. Matcha Factory Field trip was also unforgettable where we actually got the chance to
experience the matcha making process by ourselves. Tea culture is an important portion of Japan and
you won’t surprise to wonder how they preserve it so well when you’ve seen the extreme chase to
perfection of that Matcha Factory. Harvesting and Cooking experience were incredibly interesting too
as we worked together to cook the fresh vegetables just harvested by ourselves. This made them taste
even better. Kayabuki-no-sato was breathtakingly beautiful with the blue sky and green mountains
with traditional houses scattered around. This also reminded me of the upsetting fact that many
villages in China couldn’t be protected well and sacrificed for the economic development.

The time spent in Kyoto refreshed my impression about Japan again and it urged me more to learn
Japanese to better understand the culture. I’'m also interested in receiving further study in Kyoto
University because of the high level of academics and the serene beauty of Kyoto city. Another thing I
have to mention was the kindness showed by Kyoto University students during their accompany with
us. It might be a bit difficult to communicate via English but it was never a barrier to convey our
gratitude and satisfaction to each other. They were so friendly to take us around visiting everywhere
and never complained a word even if we always spent long time shopping and taking photos. The best
thing was definitely talking when you realized their hobbies and became better friends with them. At
the end of the tour we all forged deep friendship and exchanged contacts to get further
communications. I’'m really looking forward to treating them well when they make their visit to
Beijing next time.

Having written so much is still not enough to convey my feelings toward this unforgettable trip. ’'m
deeply in love with every aspect of Kyoto, the tradition, the beautiful views, the food, the friendly
people. I believe there will be more chances for me to visit Kyoto again in the future and review this
beautiful memory.
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4.5 fLi#+& “History and culture of Kyoto”

In order to allow you to make the most out of your visit to Kyoto, this

lecture aimed to provide you with the conceptual tools to appreciate

these surroundings on a meta-level. That is, the goal was not to give a
dry overview of the long history of the city of Kyoto, its people,
architecture, or culture, but rather to offer a framework through
which to understand all of these disparate elements as a whole.

The framework presented was that of “invented traditions’, a
concept that highlights the many different ways in which nation states
have utilized matters like clothing, food, ritual, and architecture in
order to create a shared historical identity amongst its people. After
explaining this concept through the examples of Shinto-style
weddings, Bushido, and Sumo wrestling, we then moved on to suggest
how it relates to the reimagining of the city of Kyoto in modern times.

Despite the fact that we only had limited time and that history as
such might not be your specific area of interest, I nonetheless hope
that the idea of invented traditions—and the skeptical approach to
historical claims it represents—will be of use to you in your future
studies and lives.

(Niels VAN STEENPAAL)
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Kyoto Spring School 2016
Do Thi Hoa Ban

I acknowledge that the program is an exchange of students between two universities -
Kyoto university and ULIS for the purpose of study more about relationship between
ASEAN and Japan. First of all, there were plenty room for me to improve my skills of
Japanese language. After having the chances to study Japanese with native speakers and
after having the advantage of studying alone with a tutor, I came to have more confidence
in making conversations in Japanese. Then I was able to learn more about Japanese
culture which was undoubtedly interesting and useful knowledge as well. Especially, when
we visited shrines and museums, I got the first-hand experiences of studying Japanese
architectural structures as well as of being able to enjoy beautiful scenery of Japan. I am
hoping to once again participate in this program.

After attending some classes at Kyoto university, I had a deep impression about Kyoto
university - I think I am in love with the students and teachers. They taught me not to be
afraid of using wrong grammar or words but to show my confidence when talking to the
others. Moreover, I trained myself to be punctual and to develop the need to always build a
personal plan for my actions. Since Japanese always set times for their works, in order to
catch up with them, being on time is the best way to show respect to them from me.
Knowing that I would return to my university soon then I felt that I had to be strict with
my timelines as I might never get back these days again.

I divide the program into three main parts: studying, touring, and demonstrating. The
first day I took a tour around the Kyoto university with the students, which was absolutely
helpful. After that we started to learn about Japanese culture, I thought that practicing
writing kanji and studying about history of Kyoto were the most interesting time. The
advantage of these is that they were taught by both Japanese and English which was
indeed excellent. The second part of the program consists of several tours around Kyoto. I
think that Biwa lake was one of the most beautiful scenery I have ever witnessed in my life
as the environment was completely clean, not to mention the background with blue sky
and green mountains. After learning about Japanese and Kyoto culture, I had a chance to
demonstrate my ability as the aspect of this program I enjoyed the most. Therefore, I
chose Japanese festivals in ASEAN countries as the topic of my group in order to express
my joyfulness with Japanese culture.

With these experiences, I feel more confident about Japanese. I have overcome the
feeling of shyness when using wrong Japanese structure and grammar. My point of view
on the ways of studying Japanese has changed significantly. I need to speak a lot and
express myself so that I will become a fluent language user. After returning to my
university, I am looking forward to becoming a Japanese teacher after I graduate. With my
knowledge and experience of visiting Japan, it is my wish to help people know more about
Japanese culture and language as Japan in my mind is a wonderful country. The Japanese
has a long history with unique traditional culture which is worth learning and experience.
On the other hand, Japan is always a grateful friend for Vietnam, I hope that I can
contribute more to the nations’ relationship.
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First time in Kyoto
Kantaporn Angsombat

After studying Japanese-3, I have got much knowledge of various aspects of Japan. The
first lesson was concerned with Kyoto and Tokyo which were the places that used to be the
capital and continue to be so now. The next one was concerned with old-time and present
Kyoto, and also with opinions of the famous writers in Kyoto. I studied these topics
through reading the famous book named Aoto and through watching the video version of
this story too. In addition to such academic knowledge, I have also learned about other
kinds of important aspects of Japan such as the environment and the old documents

written in the Edo era.

This was my first time coming to Japan. I got chances to make many friends not only of
Japanese but also other students from many countries in Asia. After having chances to get
acquainted with many Japanese volunteer students and to stay in Japan for 2 weeks, I
have learned Japanese people's way of thinking and customs about which we cannot know

only through reading books.

After taking a placement test, I ended up taking Japanese-3 class. This class concentrated
especially on reading skill. I tried to read various extracts from a famous book and
newspapers. The contents of these sources were mostly concerned with the historical
aspects of Kyoto. This class made me understand more about Kyoto, Japanese people and
also many customs that may not appear nowadays. Moreover, there were many field trips
during this program such as studying about Kyoto's environment at Biwa Lake and
learning how to shape Japanese sweets at Yoshihiro. Therefore, what I have gained from

this program was not only academic knowledge but also experiences of Japanese culture.

The moment when I could not recall some words in a conversation or when I failed to
convey what I wanted to say to other people always motivated me to try harder in order to
be able to convey my thoughts. If there were more chances for me to learn about Japan
and Japanese language, I would come to be skillful as soon as possible. I think it is worth
challenging to find a job which requires Japanese skills, such like working with a Japanese

company.
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The story of me and Kyoto
Praditpruel Pitchaporn

I wish I would have a chance to say thank you to Shirakata sensei for being such a
fantastic teacher. We feel so lucky to have gotten her as a teacher in Japanese3 class. 1
really loved this class from the start and never grew bored. I studied The Old Capital
(translated English title of the Japanese “Koto”, which refers to the city Kyoto 1i#F) is a
novel by Yasunari Kawabata. It made me understand the history of Kyoto better. Moreover
Shirakata sensei always kindly wrote down difficult kanjis that I could not read, and helped

me get organized, motivated, and above all, interested in learning, which is no small feat.

I felt very welcomed and involved by Kyoto university students. They always made sure I
was always a part of the group and was comfortable and relaxed. I got an understanding of
Japan that I would not have been able to get any other way. What is more, Indonesian and

Vietnamese students were very nice to me that made me so glad very much.

This is my first time in Kyoto. So I did not know anything about Kyoto as much as it should
be, but studying here made me have a chance to learn the history of Kyoto. With over
1200 years of history, Kyoto boasts wonderful historic scenery along with traditional
architecture and beautiful nature. At the same time, Kyoto is a city of learning and creation
with cutting edge universities, research institutions and companies. This harmony of
preserving tradition (while continually innovating) is a uniquely attractive feature of Kyoto.

I wish I could have a chance to visit here again.

In the future, I would like to work as a Japanese interpreter or work at a travel company.
I would like to be a Japanese interpreter in the future and possibly work as a tour guide

for Thai visiting Japan.

The concrete actions I would like to take during my exchange were as follow:

1. Learn to speak Japanese fluently
2. Learn about Japanese culture

3. Learn about Japanese history and tourist attractions in Japan

The experience I gained during this exchange program was a wonderful chance to prepare
for my future plans.
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