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(KAWAI Junko)
(HAN Liyou)
(IEMOTO Taro)
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W7oy RiWZEF AL/ Short-Term International Students

K4 (Name) K% (University) HI (Major) 2PAE (Year)
CHOI , EUICHIN HEHE A5 Bk & [ FRBE % B
CHEW, SHANNON Yonsei University | 5 o5 3¢ B
CHU, LIANG TGS M
FAN, PENGYANG s B
HUANG, LEI Vy—FVRALEAI =Ygy B
LI, ZHUOER I PE 2 M
LIANG, XULIN I BXBE R B
LIU, CHANG Yenching Academy M
LIU, XIANGJUN o P B
MENG, SHUOYANG .jt,'}d:% .| AB M
Peking University
MIAO, SHUJIN Yenching Academy M
SHAO, YILIN I B BE (%7 B
XIE, YUCHEN SVEIRE B
ZHANG, YIXUAN SVEIRE B
ZHAO, TONG Y M
ZHENG, JIARUI BRESY B
ZHENG, YUAN HE GG & R EDCE B
SIT, MAN BSOS | 2y B
The Chinese .
CHAU, HOI CHING University of JE 5 B
KWOK, KA MAN Hong Kong JEE s B
CHANG, SHIH-LIN FEs B
CHEN, CHIN-KANG EaEAy | LY B
CHOU, KUAN-CHENG National Taiwan | =27 B
LIN, FAN University [E 2 B
LU, XIAO TING BRHESE M
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4 WMERTE

H## Tuyg LN B Hiy
Date Contents Place Responsibility
#H/Arrival in Japan P38 Y ] i 2 vk
7/31 T—=INVEKRT I .
F 7 )VEI%E /Hotel Check-in TARA/KU Students
(E)) o . . (7/31~8/4 - 8/7~12)
18:30 HAK%E YR—Z—MF7Floe—licTHillzx e AN e, FAOR, +. ik
— AN TRT =1V (8/5~6)
9:40-10:10 A—7=V /L E=—RUCAVZVT—¥aY/ | TIEBEL. EHEAE
- . . TEBREA T HEBEA R 2 .
8/1 Opening Ceremony & Orientation i 1 ILAS, Prof. Kawai, Prof. Han
Pl =3
02D FEF AW FERHE BREBEHEE = Ut
JASSO BEABTEREMERE (N5#E DA) / Enrollment Check Yoshida Intl. House I-S1, - 7t RRETSINE
International Affairs Office Graduate
(Only for JASSO scholarship candidates) Kyoto Univ.
School of Economics, Hama
AW g, TR, b
10:10-12:00 v >/$ZY 7 —/Campus Tour T AN /Main Campus
= d T S LRGNV N
13:00- N THEN TN/ HUKIEMTT
Move to Kyoto Prefectural Office by Bus The main entrance
13:30-14:00 FEBFFTILNRIHIFELAR / Making the Courtesy visitto | FLABIFIT/ LRI/
the Kyoto Prefectural vice-governor Yamauchi at Kyoto Prefectural Government Office | Kyoto Prefectural Office Kyoto Prefectural Office
SRR IR IR A T P8 5 R
14:15-15:15 A3/ Lecture in the liberal arts p— WA H O SRS ERE 5w/
. . HAbIS )T
Lecture I RUERRFRAGEIM THHHORE] K KB FBXRI AV M/ Deputy Director of Planning and Promotion
Kyoto Prefectural Office
The lecture of Kyoto prefectural administration Division, Department of Policy Planning,
Kyoto Prefectural Government, Takaaki lwata
SR i P R AR S AR AU
FOHOLGLS ST/ AR BEHHEZ /Staf of Genera
SCARREIT iR T bEde aff of Genera
S R/
Kyoto Prefectural Office Affairs Division, Kyoto Prefectural
Visit to the Kyoto Prefectural Assembly hall |
Assembly Secretariat, Yasushi Watanabe
16:15 NATHEKZEABH Move to Kyoto University by Bus
17:00-19:00 ASCf#/Lecture in the liberal arts EEETERE ARIRET AR
o 1L )< . SR AN 56|
Lecture I 528 V=082 T iz ARDL
/ Yoshida Intl. House 1-S5,6 .
Human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees TR, T
8/2 |10:00-12:00 A%/ Lecture in the liberal arts N . _
R N U - == = e e
K) Lecture IIT  [E0RL « By - AEanIC B 2 Bty L IR DBUIR & 3% | S HEBER SR E 5/
KIEZ ) Current situation and prospects of researches and | Yoshida Intl. House 1-S5 . .
)  anc prospects o1 FiA, T, #k
technologieson food, environment, and life in the world
15:00-16:00 TG J61b32 | EEESHERT dkBuR
Lecture IV 5l KZ2#1/T/Educational and research activities | Yoshida-South Campus Academic
in Kyoto University Center Bldg. NorthWing 32 FAR, T
8/3 ]10:30-12:00 EBXESFEEN B E21/ | AR RS
oK) JL1% H ANGE/Basic Japanese ILAS Bldg. Seminar Room 21|/MIl (i), FAKR, F. &K
13:00-14:30 ASC#ii#%/Lecture in the liberal arts BEHE - PSR =
oy [ B FEESEENR B EE U8R
Lecture V. HANHSOAICH 2 HAND R KUINEP#%% % /Education
The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through | Promotion and Student Support . X
) ) N, FAR, T
(Classical Japanese Literature Department KUINEP Lecture Hall
8/4 . ; - .
o) 10:30-12:00 R ESRER HEE21/ | RUELRY: FRMsed:

FiEH 7RG /Basic Japanese

ILAS Bldg. Seminar Room 21

TR, F/
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8/4 BEHEE - SRR BHEZNARN =—IVA T7r v
(K)  |13:00-14:30 ASZ#iF/Lecture in the liberal arts KUINEPG#3% 2 /Education AT — 8=Vt BE
(%) | Lecture VI [n#of#s &3z{k History and culture of Kyoto | Promotion and Student Support
Department KUINEP Lecture Hall | )14, 4K, F
8/5 ]10:30-12:00 HHEBASR MR SRS | s A
(&) | JEREHAGE/Basic Japanese 5/Yoshida Intl. House [-S5 | AR, T. K6/
ZEHEME 2 s en
14:00-15:30 ASC*7fiF/Lecture in the liberal arts ?;ﬁ%}b%;ﬁijﬂg WAAHHER 2% R HRRIAUT
Lecture VII 724/ L Bf 1 SEREAIC B 2 BEAZK O] _
Space and Politics: Politician's Private Villas in modern Japan Promotion and Student Support ANITHE, FAOR, T/
Department Multipurpose hall
8/6 - Jise, FAAR, T K. 5k,
H H t178)/Free Day A Y
(8[/l7) 1781/ Free Day ;gﬂ#ﬂ‘\ FAOR, o KM, Wk,
8/8 |#H/AllDay LURZEEOMMTHERH KT MRERY
(1) | Fn3E7E D /KB / Cultural exchange activity and company tour L& GRLXLEE
with Japanese Students (Let's try making Japanese-style sweets!) | KFIKES#) / Shichijo-
9:45 HUF-ESRER 4 T4/ Keihan Railway Shichijo St. No.4 Exit | kanshundo (Higashiyama-  [/MII (). /MIT (B, F. )1
10:00-11:00 LiEHERE GHLRK-LEa@EKRIKEA) / At Shichijo- | ku, Shichijo-dori, Yamato |8, FAUAK. &, K. ifE.
kanshundo (Higashiyama-ku, Shichijo-dori, Yamato Oji Kado) 1&2#fi%{7 | Oji Kado) P Sl SN w4
—A/School trip course
13:20 SEETSREUA D 171 1 #i/Kintetsu Railway Jujo St. No.1 Exit | #klatl )L/
13:30-15:00 #kXs k7 )L HE/Nabel company field trip Nabel company
8/9 |#N KBTS L/Activities
R  |7:50 & (R7 /L1 e —/gather in the lobby of hotel)
8:00-10:30 /NAIT THFHEIT N\ H)/Move to Kyotanba-cho by bus L
M/ Harvesting Experience R%ISH'\TH:/KyOtO Prefectural
10:30-12:10 7NATPHE H 2GES) 225 ~\F8 8/ Move to Kyoto o Office, SRERTERR > % —
Tanba Sports Park by bus; ## - & #/Cooking + Lunch SO . /Kyoto Prefectural
. Eil (R 5EEDH) International Center
12:15 /S22 TRIINEE)/Move to Miyama by bus
MRRE @Eﬁﬂl%iy T— % '5’.3%’125%' . EL‘%@%/Kayak‘)ukl- oMb e
no-sato Tour, mocha (rice-cake) pounding experience, Shopping Experience
15:40 /32T THUBANFSE)/Move to Kyoto by bus
17:40 F35/Arrival
8/10 ]10:30-12:00 i HEER RS SE 5/ | AR ARl
OK) | & H AGE/Basic Japanese Yoshida Intl. House I-S5 F. K. gk
14:30 JASSO #2304 &U #ﬁ%‘%f&t.ﬂ .(;foﬁ%@?})/ A A 5.6 ﬁ(ﬁ?ﬁ)ﬁ%ﬂlﬂ@‘é&%?&]&% i
Payment of JASSO scholarship and submission of reports (Only International Affairs Office Graduate
/ Yoshida Intl. House I-S5,6
for JASSO scholarship candidates) School of Economics, Hama
15:00-17:30 BSR4 5.6 mw'ﬁ’%ﬁﬁf% 7%“ AL
Mﬁg}/ﬁnal Presentation / Yoshida Intl. House [-S5,6 PIEAR, S
TR, R VIAE
8/11 | EHi7E)/Free Day NI (D, g, FRAS DI (B
) g, T K, HE, &, S
8/12 | mRZAAE DM TR K U3 % /Cultural exchange
(€-9) activity and company tour planned with Japanese students

10:50 v F)LNZADFED G LR E LS O =HFRED
3)/Gather in shuttle bus (Nishiyama Tennouzan station stop No.2)
11:30-12:40 ¥ > bV —¥— )L T3 H%/Suntory Beer Factory tour

YU —E—)VIH/

Suntory Beer Factory

AN, g, FAORS DI (B,
115N RPN N W N Y2 (2
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8/12 EEE S EAER =2 HlE.
BEHEE - SRR ‘ ‘
@ 17:30-18:00 KUTNEP?%*%/;ucaﬁon PTEHL, WA
GeE) |- — o A G, e, FAGA, I
& 17 X/Completion ceremony Promotion and Student Support . . )
BH. g, T Ked, #E,
Department KUINEP Lecture Hall | =
i, VIAE
E&EFHER SRl
BERR. SRR, RAUBUR
SURITEIRERRE AR
18:00-20:00 T Ar—/ IS E N AR R > 2 —
&2 /Farewell Party Café Restaurant Camphora | HH5#9: = HHHH
A, g, FRORL /I
(BH. M, T, K, 3k,
AR, V7AE
8/13 W]/ Deart B P [ X 2/ ZEERIXD
) |" eparre Kansai Intl. Airport gk, FHOR, F
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5 BINFERS

‘The Right People,’ ‘Spirit of Freedom,’ and ‘An Ironic Lesson’
Euichin Choi, Yonsei University

I can perceive myself as who | am from a neutral point of view. In that view, I have always been
someone who is tremendously influenced by the people around him. That is undoubtedly a very
vulnerable trait, but one other thing I know is how to set myself on the ‘right path,” with that trait in
mind. That’s why [’ve always had a strong desire as well as have dedicated huge amount of effort to
be within a group of ‘right people.’ I enjoy and cherish the experiences I get by gradually increasing
my standards and capabilities by working with those right people. On my yet another desperate search
to find an opportunity that will lead me into that group of right people - with whom I will be inspired,
challenged, and motivated - I came across the Kyoto Summer Program, and achieved the honor of
being the first group of participants from my home university.

Upon arrival in Kyoto and commencement of the program, first thing I felt among the participating
students was the atmosphere of pride and confidence. The students, although they all have very
different backgrounds in life and they have all met for the first time, were never reluctant to open up to
each other and voice up. They not only had the willingness to express their affection or opinions, but
were able to fluently shift back and forth several languages. Speaking of languages, many participating
students including the Kyoto University students could speak more than three languages, and yet they
were so humble about it. I used to be proud of who I was and what [ was capable of including my
linguistic abilities, but as early as the ice-breaking session of this program I had a stunning epiphany
that I was merely a frog in the pond. That sort of motivation and heartfelt learning was exactly what I
was looking for, so I couldn’t have been more satisfied. The joy and excitement for being among all
those great people and learning from them continued till the very end of this program.

The curriculum was very appropriately organized given the relatively limited time span of the
program. Among all things, I was amazed that many of the field curriculums were organized entirely
by the Kyoto University students. The visit to Nabel Corporation, which was planned as a first-hand
experience session for understanding Japan’s SMEs, was one of them. I was very impressed in how the
Kyoto University students arranged the visit to the company from start to finish. They have managed
to contact the CEQO, arrange a company tour, and even translated the CEO’s Japanese presentation into
English for us. It struck me as something I, and the Korean higher education society in general should
take into deep notice. It’s not just the superficial efforts of the Kyoto University students that struck
me that way, but the fact that Kyoto University was confident and bold enough to actually delegate the
entire procedure into their student’s own hands - for a program that may hold stake of reputation to
many people, both domestic and international. The university’s subtle touch in the program’s
curriculum like the above mentioned, definitely implanted a firm belief that Kyoto University’s
standing values such as ‘Spirit of Freedom’ is something worthy of its reputation.

My future career goal is to become a diplomat of Republic of Korea. Interacting with various East
Asian students with equivalent amount of passion and abilities has definitely showed me more than
just a few guideposts on my way of achieving that goal. The first thing I learned, although a little
ironical, was the need to get familiar with the Chinese language. As the program I was enrolled in was
oriented for nations from East Asia in particular, I noticed that virtually everyone could interact and
converse in Chinese, surprisingly even the Kyoto University students. As a native Korean who doesn’t
have the faintest knowledge regarding Chinese, I was feeling very isolated when all the off-curricular
conversation among students were being conducted in Chinese. I soon realized though, despite my still
standing belief in English as the current lingua franca, I should never neglect the importance of
learning Chinese in pursuing my future studies and career goals.

_15_



My position in this program was like a miniature version of Korea in the East Asian region — a small,
yet an independent entity that has to desperately figure out ways of maintaining harmony among the
several entities which are bound into one linguistic culture. I had a realization that it was imperative
for me to become familiar with the Chinese language in order for me to actually contribute to the
diplomatic or any kinds of relationship among the East Asian nations in the future. Through the
person-to-person interactions during the program, I also learned that language is more than a mere tool
for verbal and literal communication but also a direct link to the profound understanding of the people
as well as their culture. Language is something that permeates into little gaps and cracks in our
mindset which often gets overlooked, and I could sense that I was not able to thoroughly communicate
with Chinese-speaking participants quite often. I do not only wish to have a successful career in the
future, but first [ want to appreciate a person as much as close as to who they really are. The personal
interactions from Kyoto Summer Program taught me a way to achieve both.

I was able to absorb not only the vibrant energy from the students who were eager to pursue their
visions, but also was reminded to always maintain a humble attitude. The ‘right people’ I have always
been searching for were all there, and Kyoto University and its students have demonstrated what it is
really is like to accommodate the so-called ‘Spirit of Freedom’ outside of its delicate set of words. My
new perspective on Chinese language would not have been set if it was not for the close human-to-
human interactions I was kindly led to during the program. I could not have been more thankful, and
cannot be more excited of what I will do in the future - with all the precious memories that I was
allowed to share with everyone in the beautiful summer of Kyoto.

Kyoto Summer Program
Shannon Chew, Yonsei University

This program has been the best of its kind I have ever attended and I enjoyed the two weeks in
Kyoto, and my only regret is that the program ended too fast. It has a very good mix of students from
East Asia, especially so since it involves masters and doctorate students from a wide array of majors.
This allows me to be exposed to other areas of study from a foreign perspective. One of my most
memorable moments at Kyoto was learning about Taiwanese politics (especially the Sunflower
Movement in 2014) from an Agriculture-major student from Taiwan National University on the bus
ride from Miyama back to Kyoto. Opportunities to learn first-hand from the natives outside the
boundaries of the classroom are difficult to come by, and I am extremely grateful to experience them.
More so than anything, two weeks in Kyoto has taught me how little of the world that I am aware of.
Underwood International College (UIC) is a very small college with its pedagogical perspectives from
the west, and my interactions with such accomplished students in East Asia broadened my
understanding of East Asian education. After being in UIC for two years, I have become complacent,
and the students from Peking, Taiwan and Hong Kong have humbled me. In UIC, we learn everything
in English: from politics, to history, to culture. However, my encounters with the East Asian students
who are not as proficient in English has gave me the opportunity to discuss these topics in Chinese and
Japanese. Since | have an avid interest in Japanese law and policymaking, it is so much more
liberating discussing it in Japanese. Despite my inadequate Japanese proficiency, the students have
been very patient in helping me understand certain concepts. The same goes for Taiwanese politics,
where I learnt so many new terminologies and concepts of modern Taiwanese politics. I feel that there
is a strong connection between Taiwan and Japan’s shared history, and it is a relatively unexplored
field. After this program, I am more determined and interested to pursue this field, and I will definitely
continue to study these topics on a more tertiary level. I feel that learning about East Asia without
learning its languages may be difficult for me to completely understand its contents, which is why I
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personally place a lot of emphasis in learning languages that relate to my field of interest (Japanese
and Traditional Chinese used in Taiwan, which is different from mainland Chinese). Overall, I am very
happy that I have such an opportunity to meet such motivated and intelligent students during my trip
in Kyoto.

After two weeks in Kyoto, I am convinced that Kyoto University is one of the most liberal and
academically inclined institutions in the whole world. Many universities are run like capitalistic
organizations and lack focus in its academic disciplines, but I feel that Kyoto University puts immense
efforts in ensuring even the undergraduate students have the best education. That is to say, many
undergraduate classes are taught by more elite researchers, such as Matsuzawa Tetsuro, whose class |
enjoyed immensely despite not being interested in wildlife and environmental studies at all. The
students at Kyoto are all immensely talented and motivated, which is not surprising as it is one of the
most elite institutions in Japan. However, the diversity of the student body really helps in creating a
more creative environment. Most of my friends at Kyoto University are not from Kyoto, and some of
them are not even from the Kansai region. My best friend at Kyoto University happens to be from
Sendai, and I also have met many people from Hyogo, Aichi and Tokyo. Unlike my previous
experiences in Waseda University and the University of Tokyo, there is more Japanese diversity in the
student body. Coming from different backgrounds, my friends at Kyoto University taught me about
Japan more comprehensively. Prior to coming to Kyoto, my understanding of Japan was very narrow,
with Tokyo as the center of it. It is very refreshing learning about other parts of Japan. My favorite part
of interacting with them was learning about the different types of the Kansai dialect. The university
also seems to have a more free “#J&| (learning environment) for both the professors and students.
Student protest posters are allowed, indicating a fair degree of freedom of speech in the campus.
Professors are not pressurized to publish every semester, and they dedicate a lot more time for student
interactions. One of the most impressive indicators for student independence is the Yoshida Dormitory,
located in the South Campus. It is a student-run facility with little to no interference from the school
whatsoever, a feat that will hardly be accomplished in South Korea or Singapore. I think this gives
students more opportunities to display their own independence and creativity, as well as closer
student-professor relationships. However, due to its lack of English-based programs, Kyoto University
does not attract as much international students as the universities in Tokyo. While this may be
problematic in some aspects, it forces foreign students to achieve a high level of Japanese in order to
study. It would be ideal that in the future, Kyoto University would have more opportunities for
international students to study, and also hire more foreign faculty members.

The contents are very disjointed and I think it may not be suitable for other majors. However, I think
it suits me very well as I come from a liberal arts background. While the subjects may be irrelevant to
our fields of interest, I think it was a good opportunity to be exposed to so many professors and their
teaching styles. Many people have the common misconception that Japanese professors cannot teach
in English, but based on the professors I have interacted at Kyoto University, they are all extremely
proficient. While some professors (from Law department) may have some difficulty engaging with the
students, I feel that they are still of exception caliber in their research fields.

Asian Universities tend to rank low on international ranking systems, but I do not necessarily think
that this means that they’re of lower quality. There are many outstanding research papers, but they are
either in Japanese, Chinese or Korean, which makes it difficult for international audiences to
understand the research materials. One of my future career plans is to bridge this gap and develop a
greater understanding for such materials by improving my language capabilities and learning from
these professors. This program is definitely a turning point for me. It has sharpened my research
interests and helped me map out certain goals I should achieve. More than anything, it has
strengthened my initial resolve of eventually working in academia in Japan in the future. As of now, I
hope to work for Kyoto University’s Institute of Liberal Arts and Sciences, with affiliation to
KUNINEP and the Graduate School of Law. Many people have advised me against going to Japan to
pursue tertiary studies, but I am determined to do so as I do not believe that the western education
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system is a one-size-fit-all, encompassing system of education, and there are valuable traits of
academia in Asia as well. I am interested in applying for Kyoto University Graduate School of Law,
doctorate program after I have completed a master’s degree and have JLPT N1 and above mastery of
Japanese. I hope that following these steps I will be able to work towards my career in a more efficient
way. Needless to say, this program has impacted me immensely in shaping my future career goals.

An Unforgettable Experience in Kyoto University
Chu Liang, Peking University

If only I could spend rest of my life in Kyoto. I cannot remember how many times that I said it to
myself. In this summer program, I attended several inspiring lectures and Japanese course given by the
faculties of Kyoto University. I could tell that every lecturer had fully prepared for their lectures and
those lectures were really inspiring for us.

One of the reasons why Kyoto University has developed those outstanding scholars is they can
enjoy freedom here. Professor Matsuzawa Tetsuro shared his moving story of academic research on
chimpanzee with us. He told us that there had not been any form of difficulty for his study, because he
loved chimpanzee and his research career. The love with all his heart formed the strongest motivation
that has been supporting Professor Matsuzawa to conduct his study. The professor pointed out that his
study might not come out with any practical result, but in Kyoto University, everyone could pursuit
what he or she really wanted. It inspired me a lot. I really appreciate the spirit of dedication of
Professor Matsuzawa and I believe that whatever I choose to do for my future career, as long as I
throw myself into it, [ will come out with something in the end. The lectures did not manage to teach
me any particular kind of knowledge but the lecturers showed us how their perseverance and
enthusiasm made what they are today.

After daily lectures, we spent time hanging around Kyoto, the former capital city of Japan. This is
the first time that I have come to Japan and it is lucky for me to come to Kyoto which is the center of
the Japanese traditional culture. One of the best experience was visiting Kiyomizu-dera wearing
Kimono, even though it rained heavily upon my arrival at the temple. And Gion was another attractive
spot for me. I could shop and had many kinds of Japanese foods there. And during Tanabata, we
walked along the Kamogawa to appreciate the celebrating activities. I am looking forward to coming
back to Japan in the future so that I can have better understanding of the Japanese history and culture.

As for my academic research, I am interested in the reform developed in the area of public
management. Thanks to our program, we went to the Kyoto Prefecture and visited the government.
This valuable experience gave me a great chance to observe how the Japanese government work by
myself. I may try to conduct a comparative study of public government of China and Japan for my
master thesis. However, in order to finish the thesis, I may need to study Japanese harder to read more
literature.

The program really broadened my horizons and provided me with international vision. I
communicated with the students of the program and I studied a lot related to their different cultural
and educational background. In the future, I may consider visiting more places and experiencing more
kinds of culture. At the end of this report, I want to extend my appreciation form the bottom my heart
to those people who helped make our program so perfect.
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Final Report
Fan Pengyang Peking University

This summer we 15 Peking University students, along with other students from Taiwan, Hongkong,
Koera, and Japan, spend about 14 days in Kyoto University, having some lectures and visits. During
the time we stay in the university, we have visited the campus at the first glance, and we have meet
some very famous professors in Kyoto University, including the professor focus on the cognization of
chimpanzee and the professor major in the agriculture, which impress me most. Also we have attended
some lectures about the culture of Japan and learned some basic Japanese which can make us able to
have some daily conversation with the citizens in Kyoto. When we were in our free time, we have
some sightseeing both in Kyoto and in the nearby of Kyoto to see the culture from our own eyes. I
have spent quite a few days in the Kyoto, mostly near the river of Kyoto and many temples there.
When [ stayed near the Sanjo where people take shopping and visit temple, I can feel the combination
of modern and tradition of Japan, in a very harmonious way. Wherever | was in Kyoto, I could find a
temple very near, maybe not very big but elegant. Also when we visited those temples, students from
Kyoto University have taught us how to make a prey. On the other hand, when it was weekend, we
could go to some further place, so we went to Nara and Uji. In Nara, there was a grand temple, which
is the biggest one I have ever seen, and many lovely deer. We tried some traditional Japanese suits.
And in Uji, we have experienced the culture of the Matcha, a kind of green tea cooked in uniquely way.
Student form Kyoto took us to learn the way it was made and also taste it.

After hearing the lectures given by the professors in Kyoto University, what impressed me most is
the academic freedom in Kyoto University. There is a professor in the Kyoto University spending most
of his life on the research of chimpanzee, which needs long time observation and uneasy to make a
high influence factor publication. This kind of research is uneasy to continue in some other region due
to fact that many of us use the IF to evaluate the outcomes of a researcher and what we pursue
nowadays is the speed. However, the professor gets quite many supports from the university and
become very famous. I have also heard that the president in Kyoto University does this kind of animal
research as well and there is a lab observing the influence of the darkness on flies for more than 80
years. All the things told me that the professors there can do what interests them, not being worried
about the pressure from the school and that make the academic freer. To be honest, I used to think the
way we do scientific research have little concern about our interests and what I have been told is to
follow the frontier in the world and to make the best publication. Also there are professors focusing on
the hottest point in the world such as PT-1 and PT-1E, but they have chosen it by themselves, not the
pressure. And after this tour in Japan I noticed that the most important thing the university should do is
to protect their professors having the freedom to do what they want in academic field.

Besides, the tour also changed me a lot of the international understanding. We spent those 14 days
not only with students in China and Japan but also other countries in Asia. During the talk with them,
we have found that our cultures have a lot in common and there are some misunderstandings. The
students here are all from their best university in their country and I also found that they all have a lot
ability we should learn. For example, such as students from Korea have a great ability in oral speaking.

In the future, I think I will change my attitude towards the research and development and will have
more focus on the interesting part. Also, I found myself loving the feeling of studying together with
students from different culture, therefore maybe when I graduate from the university I will study in a
foreign country for the further develop. As a result, this program also told me the importance to
enhance the ability of foreign language as the other brilliant students there.
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What I learned and what I will do
Huang Lei, Peking University

If T should choose one word to conclude this summer spent in Kyoto, I would choose
“transformational” for three reasons which are what I experienced, what I gained and who I met.
Thirteen days of the trip may be too short for my love for Kyoto and the friends here, but it was long
enough for me to understand Japan, Kyoto University and so on.

Firstly, I would like to present my own understanding of the courses I took in Kyoto University. The
course of Basic Japanese took most of the class hours, the professor is cute and warm-hearted. With
his help, I have learned katakana and formed a basic understanding of Japanese. The other lectures are
special and pointed. | learned about the history of Kyoto, the traditional arts and literature of Kyoto
and the history of Japanese political diplomacy. The courses I took may be a rudimentary guide for me
to the world of Japanese culture, but they did arouse my curiosity and interests about the history of
Japan. And the lectures about the Chimpanzee Research and modern Japanese agriculture are
impressionable. It would be complex to tell us, all were laymen, the deep mechanism in those
researches. However, the attitude of professor towards researches affects me a lot. The attitude of
patience, courage and innovation is important and indispensable for my future study and career.
Studying on chimpanzee for a lifetime was the most amazing part of “Human Mind Viewed form the
study of Chimpanzee”. It’s hard for me to imagine how deep the research is and how rigorous the
result could be. One person only has one life. Even the cleverest use of time management techniques is
powerless to augment sum of minutes in a person’s life, so we should squeeze as much as we could
into each of them. The best way may be spending the whole life concentrating on one expertise. The
whole trip imported a deep impression on me, and it changed me a lot. My major is advertising, which
is far from the researches I learned through those lectures. After the lectures, I thought Japan is an
excellent place for me to pursue further studies on it due to the rigorous scholarship of Kyoto
University. In the future, I would choose one area in advertising to study deep.

To be frank, the days I spent in Kyoto make me happy, relaxed, stay away from the pressure of
entrance examination. I met people here, who were cute, happy, warmhearted and close to each other. I
felt the culture here, which was well-protected, local and international. I ate the food here, which was
green, organic and healthy. The trip is fantastic due to what I experienced, who I met and what I
gained. I will remember them in my whole life. I am at home now, but I recall the trip often. I miss the
people and the culture here.

For my further study or even my future career, Japan would be an excellent nation. I could receive a
good education in Kyoto University and cultivate the international attitude in the multicultural
circumstances. For my major, advertising, Japan would be the Holy Land to learn more about the
minimalism style. If I have the chance to work in Japan, I would take the chance without hesitation.
Adpvertising is the career I choose now, so I would try my best to focus on it to make the best of me. 1
believe the attitude I learned from the rigorous researches could be enlightening for me. Becoming a
useful person and making good use of time are my priority in this step. I will make unremitting efforts
to achieve those goals. What I experienced, who I met and what I gained in this trip are so important
and meaningful for me. I will spend my lifetime to understand them because they will have a lifetime
influence on me.

In fact, it is hard for me to express all my feeling, show all my gains and describe all my
experiences because of space limitation. But I will try my best to make what I want to express clear.
What [ experienced, who I met and what I gained could be concluded into one word which is
“transformational”. After this trip, my attitude and impression on Japan changed, so did my future plan.

To sum up, my future plan would be related with Japan and Kyoto University. Given the sterling
impression of Japan and the exhaustive nature of Kyoto University’s education, it would be
unreasonable to gainsay my conclusion about my life at first glance. I would spare no efforts to
complete their future planning and strive to do better.

Thank my alma mater and Kyoto University for giving me the chance to join in the program and
change my life.
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Pilgrim in Kyoto
Li Zhuoer, Peking University

As a graduate student, it’s kind of hard to be touched or shocked by things or events in my life. I
have never been to Kyoto, so I came here with expectation, enthusiasm and excitement. The program
is over, and there were so many things happened that filled up in my mind. I feel really lucky to have
the chance coming here and meet so many excellent partners and professors.

The biggest barrier for me in Japan is that I cannot speak Japanese. It’s so hard for me to visit places
alone, even to buy some food or do simple things on streets. I am so appreciated for the huge help
from the volunteers in Kyoto University, without whom I could never find myself in Nakagyo,
Higashiyama or Nara. Some of them just come here to help, and I even don’t know their exact names.
It might be the first and last time to meet them, which makes me grateful but sad, and reminds me to
treasure the friends who help me and always stay by my side.

As we know, founded in 1897, Kyoto University has a long history and enduring traditions. It has
been dedicated to furthering higher education and fostering an atmosphere of free academic exchange.
Also as a beneficiary from this, I fully feel the enthusiasm of those world-famous professors, whose
lectures make me learn a lot and think carefully for my academic career.

I can still remember a lecture clearly, which the topic is Human mind viewed from the study of
chimpanzees. The professor, ¥aiRTTEE, loves the chimpanzees so much that he has a strong mind to
study them and learn from them. I had never seen anyone who devoted himself so much as this
professor did. He went to Africa and some other remote and dangerous places, just to observe the
chimpanzees and do some researches on them. He even learns to make sounds like a chimpanzee does,
which helps him easier make friends with those beloved animals. I am totally touched by his spirit and
passion for chimpanzees, and I hope that one day I can find some field I am really interested in and
devote all of myself to it till the end of my life.

When learning the Basic Japanese, I feel so encouraged by the Japanese professor 75Hi. Learning
Japanese was so hard for me at first, however, the professor’s patience and chariness finally help me
overcome the fear of it.

I am interested in the Sino-Japanese relations, and I hope to understand more about that in a
Japanese way. One thing that might be a pity for me is that there is no course or lecture for the
relationship between China and Japan in an official way. However, it is a valuable opportunity that I
can see by my own eyes and feel by my own heart about what is happening and changing between the
people in Japan and China. I can learn a lot from my experience in Kyoto, even to compare the
similarities and differences between these two countries.

I felt familiar and genial when I arrived at the airport of Osaka and took the first glimpse of this
adorable place. I fell in love with this place and felt an irresistible impulse to live here some day.
Kyoto has the magic that I can’t stop imagine if I could live here and do some job I really like. I hope
to do some academic researches between Japan and China, and make contributions to the Sino-
Japanese friendship. This program just makes my target more specific and steadfast, that I can’t wait to
visit much more places in Japan and learn more knowledge and traditions here.

I am in Moscow now, and will go to Helsinki soon. I enjoy my life to feel the collisions of different
cultures. Japanese politeness, Russian braveness, and Finnish restraint, different and distinctive
characteristics make me think about the underlying reasons and potentials. There are many other great
personalities of Japanese people, composing the unique beauty inside them and penetrating into their
every life moment. However, there are still some misunderstandings about Japan and Japanese in
China, because of communication deficiency and some other political factors. Some Chinese who
have never come to Japan might have negative impression of Japanese, which reflects the importance
of deepening the communication between Japan and China. It is of great significance to offer more
opportunities for Japanese and Chinese to visit each other, understand more and correct the bias.

The life in Kyoto gave me the opportunity to realize the shining points of Japanese and encourage
me to know more and deeper about Japan. [ will always appreciate the experience in Kyoto and wish
that I could make contributions to the relationship between Japan and China some day.
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My experience and thoughts in Kyoto Summer Program
Liang Xulin, Peking University

In the 13 days of Kyoto summer program with KU students, I had a meaningful and colorful time.
Kyoto University program offered us the both the chance to know Kyoto University and the chance to
know more about Kyoto as well as Japan. During this program, we also had a lot of communication
with students from other countries, mostly Kyoto University students, and got to explore Kyoto city
and its neighborhood by ourselves, which is a precious cross-cultural experience for me.

During this program, we spent the majority of our time in Kyoto University (KU) so we became
acquainted with its campus with elegant buildings and clean streets. We also got to know KU through
its lectures, and our time spent with supporter students.

The introduction of KU stressed its spirit of freedom, and we did see it during our stay.
Correspondingly, there is purity of academic pursuit here: we enjoyed the speech given by Prof.
Tetsuro Matsuzawa very much, focusing on his decades’ research on chimpanzees. Yet apparently it is
not the kind of research that can be converted into economic benefits (at least in near future); its
achievement is intellectual. But that this project and those similar ones are supported and appreciated
illustrates this valuable attitude towards academic research. I believe this spirit and atmosphere are the
ideals of many universities, including ours, and we truly admire its realization in Kyoto University.

Students of Kyoto University accompanied us in both classes and extracurricular activities, and
communicated with us frequently. They impressed me as a group of well-informed, open-minded and
quick-thinking fellow students. Our program covered a variety of topics, including politics, culture,
science, and so on, of which KU students could usually give their own thoughts, ask acute questions
and even strike a debate. One detail impressed me most is that all students are required to learn a
second foreign language, and they expressed the wish to learn even more; their eagerness to learn and
see inspires us to study from them.

Apart from providing knowledge about KU, more importantly, this 13 days’ stay in Kyoto allowed
us to have a glimpse of this country, either by lectures featuring different aspects of Kyoto and Japan,
or by our own observation of it and our interaction with it while we lived here.

Kyoto summer program covered the introduction in the aspects of politics, culture and history by
the lectures given by the Kyoto Prefecture and Kyoto University. From reading and seeing exhibitions
I’ve also managed to learn basics in these areas, such as that Japan adopts a parliamentary system, that
Shintoism and Buddhism are mixed here, and that Kyoto is the ancient capital where traditional
architecture is well-preserved. Yet living in Kyoto, albeit for a short duration, illuminate these
knowledge through shrines scattered in the city, time-honored buildings of Tang styles and other small
facts.

There are a few things that strike me as what we thought we know but actually did not. One of these
is Japan’s state as a developed country. We usually equate it with good statistics of economy,
achievements in scientific research, the power of Japanese cultural industry and so on. They are
usually what we see outside the country; we do not see what is inside the country: how the city
environment is managed, or how the transportation has developed. We’d known that Japanese
technology is very advanced, but we did not know they’ve automated the distribution of fruits in 70s;
we have yet to think of a system for egg-packing, but it has been a mature system in Japan. These are
learnt by lectures and visits to companies. We’ve also seen the signs of excellent city management
when we walked in the city every day. Although many streets and buildings are not new anymore, it is
clean and well-kept, which implies a regular inspection and renewal. The transportation system is
mature and sophisticated. A good number of lines of trains and buses covered the need of citizens, and
made up a multi-dimensioned system. It is easy to attribute these to the consideration of Japanese, but
we know this ‘consideration’ is supported by an effective administrative system and a set of advanced
management ideas.
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Another thing that interests me is the relationship between China and Japan. That Japan and China
share a strong similarity especially in culture is a known fact. And we’ve certainly felt it during our
stay: the Chinese characters in Japanese are extremely useful, with which we managed to know our
way most of the time even if we learnt little Japanese; the ideas of etiquette and poems, albeit different
from ours, are easy to understand from our viewpoint; etc. However, I’ve also paid attention to the
difference between two cultures and I believe we’ve often deceived ourselves with the similarity on
the surface (or the similarity advertised in our country). For example, the languages are of different
origins, only characters are borrowed; the introduction of Confucianism and Buddhism does not
change the cultural disparity underlying. It is common that Chinese people see Japanese as a like-
minded nation, but Japanese people do not hold the same view. It is common that Chinese people pay
a lot of attention to the rivalry between two countries, but Japanese people are not as interested in
politics and their combativeness is imaginary. There are a lot of delusions and misunderstandings at
least on the part of Chinese, either in culture or politics, which is certainly not beneficial to the Sino-
Japanese relationship. Have we understood each other’s beliefs, expectations and actions? Have we
understood both our perception of ourselves and each other? How can the two nations build an equal,
friendly, stable relationship on top of their conflicts and close connection in the past, and those in the
future? These are all inspiring questions for me, and it’s difficult to find the answers to them. But
getting to know Kyoto and Japan is one of my original goals of participating in this program, and
therefore I am glad to bring back more questions than answers because I managed to take a step
toward the goal.

As I’ve written above, the participation in Kyoto Summer Program offered me a great chance to
improve my knowledge about KU, Kyoto and Japan. I certainly had a better understanding of them,
and this experience gave me more questions for further thinking. I am very interested in Japan, this
close neighbor of our country, and as a student majoring in International Studies, I am very interested
in the relationship between China and Japan; I would like to pay more attention to this area in my
further study. If there are more chances, I am glad to visit Japan once more to further my knowledge of
it.

Kyoto University Report
Liu Chang, Peking University

After this precious week, I must acknowledge that I am totally fascinated about Kyoto University
and this ancient city. As a student who has already been here three times, Japan and its people can still
always impress me in lots of aspects. According to the frame which has been given to us, I will
conclude my report in the following four perspectives:

Kyoto University is famous for the academic spirit and high-quality of teaching. I can sincerely feel
the tradition of doing research and cherish it from the depth of my heart. Before the lectures, I wonder
if I will be interested in the topics because some are really distant from what I major in. For example,
the study of chimpanzee for me is something I have never heard about before, also as for the food and
environment issues are also an intangible field for so many complicated formations or experiments.
However, being an art student learning Chinese literature, I myself enjoy the lecture so much. I am
extremely motivated by the professor’s enthusiasm on their research and informed of something called
purity, the most important character for people who genuinely would like to delve into academia. And
the property of seriousness is also one thing I cherish. When you ask questions, the professor never
answer them causally but find every evidence or data or proof they can to enlighten you. From the
condensed and superior lectures in KU, I really look forward there will be one day that I can study in
this attractive school and do research with so many prestigious professors and students.
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Here, in Kyoto University, firstly [ must say that both the teachers and the students are really nice
and kind to us. I want to my gratitude to all the teachers, the students and the staffs who help us not
only in campus but the life in Kyoto, thanks for their sparing their time to make everything just perfect.

Talking about the daily life in Kyoto University, I am so shocked by the freedom of students and the
emphasis on university. Slogans can be seen everywhere to express the willingness and inner world of
students. One of them appealed me by its content which showing the protest of the local police system
for an “invader” was caught by the students. Besides, the negotiation between students and school on
the reconstruction is so interesting but in the meantime reflects the students’ right and the emphasis on
the university.

It is really my honor to know Japanese friends here. Yu, Zikang and other people, we went to drinks,

to mountains and we also caught in the rain together. The relationship of us is pretty like the heated
weather in Kyoto. The international understanding has become deeper and deeper. Maybe sometimes
we do not have mutual understanding but it is the same goal and enthusiasm that makes our bond
tightly tied to each other.
What is more, I have a Japanese friend who was an undergraduate student in Kyoto University and
right now in Yenching Academy of Peking University. I also went to his house in Kobe and had a
really wonderful experience there. His house with the Japanese garden overwhelmed me but let me
know the perseveration of heritage from the family. We had been to the 45 Z hot spring, climbed the
75H mountain and watched two hanabi together which iswas unbelievable. It was so thrilling to go
across whirling circles at Naruto Strait and the sunset there leave me one of the best memories.

We really have a diverse program which make others jealous. It is really excited to go to Kyoto
Government to have a meeting with officials there. The lectures are of totally different topics. We have
lectures on chimpanzee, on food development, on Japanese Haikai (Literature), on the history of
Kyoto University and Kyoto, on the private villas of politicians. This makes me know more about the
school and the whole country. In the meantime, the Japanese courses here are really useful that for us
who do not know Japanese convenient in this city. We also can have several field trips to company, to
make Japanese sweets, to harvest which sounds fancy and I have a very expectation on this!

I assume the influence is quite significant for me. I was thinking about finding a job in China and
got on the stable track like so many Chinese people, but after the experience here in Japan, I carefully
start thinking about getting a master degree here and if it is possible, to find a job here and spend more
time in Japan. I will also try to find the job opportunity here, especially the Japanese branch of
Chinese companies.

To many things and feelings I really want to express, but I should stop here and finally I would
again to show my thankfulness to Kyoto University and the unforgettable experience that you provide
for us, thank you!

Kyoto: Laws, Legislations and Mutual Trust
Liu Xiangjun, Peking University

The most surprising and marvelous impression I have on Kyoto and Kyoto University is the
reduction of laws and legislations. However, while laws and legislations seem fragile, mutual trust is
likely to be the patch. Amazingly, without those limitations, it becomes a place with rational freedom,
not relaxing chaos.

The most important thing for a university is not about knowledge, but about the heritage of the
knowledge. The reason why people try hard to get enrolled in a well-known university is not only for
its fame and reputation, but also for their thinking method and future. I smelt a great and rich sense of
academic atmosphere in the campus of Kyoto University. Here in Kyoto University, people are fully
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focused on the research and its heritage. That is why the research about fruit flies can last for over 60
years without interruption, even after the death of the initiator. That is why the university can raise so
many Nobel Laureates. And that is why professors are willing to give lessons to students without
thinking of salary. The professors’ teaching in person makes the education in this university like a
torch relay, which makes it possible to deliver both knowledge and thinking method to the next
generation of researchers. What is more, while educational background is less important in finding a
job for the ones who want to work in Japan, the few rules and regulations on academic progress make
researchers more focused on their own study.

The second thing I have been surprised of is the atmosphere of freedom in this university.

The third thing in Kyoto should be the feeling of equality. The equality in the enrollment of
university gives me the first impression of equality, but it is far more than that. The service can further
indicate and explain the word equality. In the campus, there are emergency button and facilities to
serve the disabled. When talking of equality, it does not mean the same facility for different people,
but the same extent of consideration for different people. It may also because of this contemporary
understanding of equality that establishes a service society. From this point of view, equal
consideration in turn affects people’s thinking and contributes to a well-grounded service society. As
laws are usually based on experience, when equality is rooted in people’s mind, it can reflect in laws
and legislations. That is why we can both see and hear the signal lamp when crossing the street in
Japan.

I am deeply impressed by every lecture and company tour I took in Kyoto University, whether about
food, beverage, literature, politics, history or packaging. The professors and hosts are so kind and
amiable that gave us a long time of Q&A time. Those lessons are not teacher-oriented but a stage for
interaction. When the stage is open for the questions, the students can be open to ask questions and
learn. I am quite interested in the study of chimpanzees. It is generally recognized that we have the
same ancestors. Similarly, it is reasonable to generalize that the study of primatology can inspire the
study of anthropology. What surprised me most is how the professor treats those chimpanzees. They
treat them like human beings, give them respect as to human beings and set tests as for human beings.
It seems that he has confused the “strict” rules between human beings and other similar species.
Without doubt, when one creature behaves extremely like human beings, attitudes towards them
should be like those to human beings as much as possible. However, years of experience has told us
that human beings are different from other species, and usually better than others. This kind of settled
prejudice gives human beings a superior feeling in the animal experiment. I am quite impressed by
Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa’s attitude towards those chimpanzees, as he realizes me of the saying,
“all beings are equal”.

The content of the program, as well as my aim in this program, is to experience. It is not only about
experiencing Kyoto and Kyoto University, but also about experiencing building up relationship with
people from other countries. I felt free to talk with students from different cities of China and students
from other countries. I tried my best to use both my oral and body language to make myself
understood. Even though I have learnt Japanese for one year, I was just like a primary school student
when speaking to Japanese students. However, the language barrier is no obstacle at all, because when
people want to talk, the pure willing of communicating and listening will enable people to express and
understand by every means that they can think of.

It is this program that makes me realize that the precious study in the university is not only about
knowledge, but also about how to learn knowledge. This understanding is based on a well-grounded
service society in reduction of laws and legislations, from which the mutual trust is raised. In my final
presentation, I talked about safety and mutual trust on this topic. With grey zones in laws and
legislations and the lack of validity in them, mutual trust can be a good way to build up spiritual
standard and establish a better and harmonious society. As I have said in my presentation, laws and
legislations are far less than enough, they are not unimportant, but we can also refer to mutual trust.
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Kyoto Summer School
Meng Shuoyang, Peking University

It is such a great honor and pleasure for us to visit Kyoto — the cultural capital of Japan — and study
in Kyoto University. I really appreciated everyone who has put great efforts in this program.

First of all, I must say the lectures are really impressive for they cover the researches of various
areas and we can see that every lecturer has got fully prepared for their speech. Kyoto University and
Peking University are both top universities in own country. Recently, Peking University launched
reform of the education of undergraduate students and those policy-makers attached great importance
to liberal arts education, by which the university can produce elites with all-round qualities. As for
Kyodai, [EFREFEERL is the institution responsible for Z(##H which is Japanese version of
liberal arts education. The lectures at Kyodai have shown how mature the liberal arts education is there
since every course (speech) is enlightening and they have broadened my horizons and provided me
with different perspectives of academic research. It is necessary for Peking University to learn from
Kyodai.

I am also deeply impressed by the spirit of freedom. One of the most important missions of higher
education institution is to explore unknown knowledge. It does take a lot, including time and money,
obviously. Nowadays, most of the higher education institutions around the world are paying too much
attention to the ranking, which is mainly measured by publishment of academic research but, it is
doubtful whether the numbers of publishment and ranking are tricky, since academic research may
take very long time to be fully accomplished. At this point, Kyodai just gives the researchers the
freedom to conduct the researches they are really interested in and let them take time to be devoted to
their studies, just like the research of chimpanzee. I deeply believe this is one of the key factors that
lead to the success of Kyodai. In addition, the students also got the spirit of freedom.

I have lived in Kyoto only for a week but I have inevitably fallen in love with this city. The life is
not hurry here and the people are very warm-hearted. I was born in Japan and have been to some cities
in Japan, but obviously Kyoto is the city where I want to spend the rest of my life. As for my future, I
am going to continue doctoral degree study at Peking University and I am also considering applying
for Kyodai in the future. My major is higher education and I have noticed the advanced concept of
Japan in many areas, like higher education. I plan to study the higher education of Japan, including
issues of governance and finance, and conduct comparative studies.

Again, I extend my sincere gratitude to both Kyoto University and Peking University for this
unforgettable summer.

Reflection on U-Kyoto Experience
Miao Shujin, Peking University

I am now a student majoring in Politics and International Relations aiming to work in NGO
or be a professor in the future. The trip to Kyoto University was amazing and impressing,
where I encountered a group of able talents who provoked me to think. The Japanese students
were so kind that it makes me feel more deeply that East-Asian people belong together: we
are neighbors and we are families. Here I want to thank deeply for those students who
accompanied us and helped us as we needed. Our trip in Japan cannot be so satisfying were it
not them being there.

My experiences at Kyoto university were wonderful. I went to its special canteen with the
“bocchi” seats, met friends from Seoul, Thailand, Singapore and other areas of the world. We
had a full discussion both in an academic and personal level. Moreover, the lectures in Kyoto
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University were absolutely edifying and refreshing. Here I really want to say thank you to my
Advanced Japanese language teacher who was supposed to teach only South-East Asian
countries. She was so kind and willing to help, not only ready to answer my endless “silly
questions” but also contributing a lot for the revision of my final Japanese presentation. I still
feel so grateful for encountering such a responsible and zestful teacher!

Now I would like to have a chronologically retrospective reflection on our U-Kyoto
program in this summer. On the very first day, we made the courtesy visit to the Kyoto
Prefectural vice-governor Yamauchi at Kyoto Prefectural Government office, where we heard
a lecture of Kyoto prefectural administration. Then we visited the Kyoto Prefectural Assembly
hall where we had a great experience, after which we listened to the lecture of “Human mind
viewed from the study of chimpanzees”. It was an edifying class. It showed to me that
persistence makes a difference and inspired me to be emboldened to do the things I love.

Next day we attended the lecture of “Current situation and prospects of researches and
technologies on food, environment, and life in the world” and “Educational and research
activities in Kyoto University”. I was deeply owed by the uprightness of the academic spirit
here in Kyoto University.

Moreover, The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through Classical
Japanese Literature class impressed me a lot. Here are some notes I have taken:

A field of mustard blossoms

In the east the rising moon

To the west the setting sun

Are we to look a cherry blossoms only in full bloom, the moon only when it is cloudless?
To long for the moon while looking on the rain, to lower the blinds and be aware of the
passing of spring——these are even more deeply moving. Branches about to blossom or
gardens strewn with faded flowers are worthier of our admiration.

In this class, we also learned the names for different moons in Japanese language which
seem very intriguing to me. Even more poetic was the “appreciation of the incomplete, the
imperfect, and the unfulfilled.”

“...The most valued bowls for the tea ceremony are irregularly shaped, and some have
gold patches here and there, accentuating (rather than concealing) damage suffered at
the hands of long-ago owners. Asymmetry and irregularity allow the possibility of growth.
But perfection chokes the imagination.”

It greatly refreshed my memory/sense of appreciation of ephemeral beauty and fragile
beauty instead of chasing for eternity and endurance.

The lecture of Space and Politics: Politician’s Private Villas in modern Japan was in a way
unexpected and did open a new door for me to understand politics. According to the lecturer,
in modern Japanese political history, research focus has been on policy-making processes and
political leadership. Few researchers have paid attention to politician’s private houses that
have functioned as venues for policy-making. So the professor’s focus on the research of
private villas sounds indeed innovative for me.

Additionally, we shared some amazing culture exchange activity and company tour with
our Japanese students: we tried making Japanese-style sweets at Shichijo-kanshundo. It was a
very caring trip that made me appreciate and admire Japanese aesthetics and meticulousness
more.

Another unforgettable experience to note is the Nabel company field trip. Founded in 1964,
Nabel was said to own employees of 152, and it boasts of annual sales of 5.8 billion yen. It
not only has a head office in Kyoto with 5 domestic subsidiaries but also 2 abroad in Malaysia
and Shanghai. More importantly, the egg grading and packing system as well as the
nondestructive inspection system for eggs developed by the company intrigued me a lot. Most
importantly, I received some precious words from the president of Nabel:

_27_



A mountain is noble not because it is high
But because it has trees
A man is noble not because he is wealthy
But because he is wise
A man who won t learn is without wisdom
Without wisdom he is a fool
The wise loves the wise
The fool loves the wealthy
I also think highly of his version of basic values of a Japanese Smaller Company’s
President:
Early riser, the first to come to the office.
Thinking intensely about the happiness of the employees.
Sticking to the core business
Clear distinction of Public/Private
All in all, I think Nabel is a strong and gentle company, as is said by its president “Business
without morality is a crime. Morality without business is a daydream.”
Last but not least, about the impact of the program on my career plans, I sincerely would
like to be a professor in the future and to be able to work in an amiable and academic
environment as Kyoto University.

Curiosity Matters
Yilin Shao, Peking University

The participation in this program gives me a deeper understanding of what academic freedom is
really about. It means your research is out of the control of both political interference and economic
pressure. Sometimes researchers may choose a certain area to study for professional purposes since
more papers lead to tenures. But interestingly, Kyoto University chooses the other way. In my opinion,
the ultimate and strongest motivation for a researcher is his or her pure curiosity. In fact, it is curiosity
that drives human to explore fields that do not have much to do with our daily life. Utility-driven
researches may achieve considerable profits in the short term, but their contributions seem little when
viewed from a long period of time. We cannot deny that these researches may improve people’s lives
greatly, but the most fundamental discoveries and breakthroughs are usually motivated by curiosity of
the secrets of the nature and universal laws.

Therefore, an essential role of a university is to cultivate and nurture that initial curiosity at the
bottom of the heart of each student. Professor Matsuzawa can act as a perfect example. He himself has
devoted to the research of chimpanzees and leads a team of researchers to continue the exploration. I,
who only have the most general sense of chimpanzees, after listening to the lecture, find the study of
chimpanzee truly fascinating. Merely igniting students’ interest is far from enough. As far as I know,
Kyoto University students don’t have any compulsory courses. This means that they can choose the
courses that really interest them. Now that Peking University has been promoting the education reform,
students can gain access to courses of other departments. This can be a big step to pursue one’s interest
without the boundaries of subjects.

Even though the program only lasts 14 days, but we have built a strong relationship with the
Japanese students who have generously helped us. Through the communication with them, 1 found
there are lots of misunderstandings between the Chinese and Japanese. As we all know, China-Japan
relationship has been very fragile and tense from history till recent times. But to smoothen the tense,
the efforts of the governments are far from enough. Besides, political conflicts should not interfere
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with non-governmental communication and academic exchange. As a student of international studies, I
realize that international relations include various dimensions in addition to the state level
communication.

This realization seems unimportant, but it has a great impact on my career plans. Once I thought
being an ambassador is the most effective way to put what I have learned into practice. However, there
exists a huge gap between the government and the public. The public can be easily misled by the
government. Therefore, to convey comprehensive and objective information to the public plays an
important role in the international society. As a result, I would like to prepare myself as a journalist of
international news. This way, I will be able to walk around the world and to see what is actually
happening, and the public can gain a closer look at other countries through my accounts.

Our experience at Kyoto University mainly consists of seven lectures and basic Japanese. These
lectures are enlightening and cover a wide range of topics, from agriculture to classical Japanese
literature, from history and culture of Kyoto to space and politics. Through these lectures, I get a sense
of traditional Japanese culture from a comparative perspective. Japan has shared much aesthetic values
with ancient China, but also developed its own culture to establish Japan’s own identity. And I also
learned the most advanced technology applied in Japan and that’s where China needs to learn in the
modern times. Besides, the professors’ patience and generosity impressed me. They are willing to
teach and are good at it. They have truly taken on the responsibility of a university professor to spread
knowledge and wisdom.

The program covers a range of interesting activities, including experiencing Japan both in the
ancient times and the modern times. Besides its content, the program also provides different forms to
experience Japan. We have listened to inspiring lectures, and seen the historic sights with our own eyes.
The following will briefly introduce the program schedule. On 8/1, we made a courtesy visit to the
Kyoto Prefectural vice-governor Yamauchi at Kyoto Prefectural Government Office and listened to the
lecture of Tomorrow’s Kyoto, gaining a basic knowledge of Kyoto and its administration goals. We
also made two company tours and did cultural exchange activities with Japanese students in the
following days. On 8/9, we visited Miyama, whose beauty impressed us all. Besides, we had a great
time harvesting and cooking vegetables by ourselves.

To conclude, the Kyoto University summer program has made a huge impact on me, for the process
of knowing something new is also a journey of self discovery.

A rewarding experience
Yuchen Xie, Peking University

Since I came back to China, memories in Kyoto university have been in unbridled spread.

This program is composed of enlightening lectures, unforgettable visits to companies and
institutions and great experiences with students from Kyoto university. Organized by the professors of
Kyoto university, the lectures are of great diversity and each professor’s research is the acme of their
own fields. What’s more, the great passion and enthusiasm towards education can be sensed in their
lectures. Teaching students, instead of making a fame, is their first priority. And that’s partly why
Kyoto university can be the cradle of so many prestigious scientists and generates tons of salt of the
earth. Besides that, Kyoto university is always the supporter of academic freedom, and I have heard
many stories told by professors and students which strongly manifested this point. I was so lucky to
experience the education here which deeply impressed me. The lecture about gorilla opened another
door for me. Much as I may have watched documentaries about gorilla before, but I have never taken
any interests of them. However, after this lecture, I find it very rewarding and fascinating to have a
deeper understanding of gorilla. Based on what professor had found during his study, gorillas are in
possession of many unbelievable capacities which we hardly noticed before. By observing and testing

_29_



them, we may know more about their brains, even know more about ourselves and our ancestors.
Moreover, in another lecture, the professor led us to enjoy the beauty of ancient Japanese literature,
which is extremely engaging. After this lecture, I was profoundly aware of the amazement of Japanese
itself and make up my mind to nail it in the future. I hope one day I can read those poems without any
handicap. Before this program, I have only a sketchy knowledge of Japanese. But after Japanese
courses in this program, [ was quite familiar with some basic daily expressions. And most importantly,
I find it quite interesting to learn Japanese, thanks to the professor’s teaching. During my visit in
Kyoto prefectural government, a trivial detail captured my eyes. As our group of students and teachers
walked into the meeting hall, we are greeted with the bows and greetings of the officers--everyone at
the same time dropped the work in the hands and gave us a warm welcome. I felt a sincere respect at
that time which left me with a deep impression. Moreover, we even have a precious opportunity to
take pictures in the hall where the voting took place. When the Kyoto prefecture want to put the
picture of us on their website, even if our face didn’t appeared on it, they still sent us an email to
ensure that we are agree with the exposure. By that I mean, those people are fully aware of the
importance of the law and most importantly, it has been implemented strictly.

During my stay in Japan, I was totally impressed by the humanized design which can be spotted
everywhere. For an instance, the toilets are equipped with the most advanced and considerate
functions. It is no exaggeration to say that it is an enjoyment to use it.

With the students from Kyoto university, we paid a visit to the Kyoto art museum at the weekend.
At that time, it happened to be a Dali exhibition in that museum which, undoubtedly, attracted many
citizens. We seemed to be the only foreigners there. There was a line in front of the works. Everyone
moved orderly and quietly alongside the line. Photo taking and eating were prohibited, and everyone
obeyed it stringently.

Besides, this program offered us a great opportunity to experience the harvesting in the countryside.
We harvested vegetables then cooked them by ourselves. At last we attack our meal with gusto. During
this process, from their expressions and words, we can sense that the farmers are truly passionate
about their work and focused on every detail.

This program not only provided me a great opportunity to know more about Japanese culture,
society and education, but also motivated me to work harder in pursuit of my ambition. Only with the
arduous work and the craftsmen spirit can we reach the perfection. In the future career path, I will treat
my occupation with a humble heart and spare no efforts to pursue the excellence in every detail.
Besides that, I also deeply impressed by the students of Kyoto university who accompanied us. They
were being so responsible that they were always there when we need them. They were nothing less
than warm-hearted friends and at the same time, competent tour guides.

Kyoto Summer Program 2016
Zhang Yixuan, Peking University

As a student majoring in foreign languages (Spanish Language and Literature), I’ve always been
interested in international studies and joined programs to enhance understanding through personal
contact in a social context, including Jing Forum (a joint program hosted by Peking University and
Tokyo University students starting from 2005), Top China program (Chinese students and Brazilian
students interchange program sponsored by Banco Santander), worked as a main organizer of the
Syrian Refugee Children Art Exhibition in Peking University, and serve as the vice director of Public
Relations Department in SICA (Student International Communication Association) in Peking
University. Especially, I have a particular interest in Japan, partly because of the geopolitical
importance of Japan to China, with deep-down attraction and influence of its culture as I grow up all
these years.
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Participation in this program is an excellent chance for me to gain a deeper understanding of
Japanese society through multi-faceted, thought-provoking experience. Especially, we’ve been really
lucky to attend inter-disciplinary lectures well-presented by Kyoto University professors and gain
access to Kyoto University library resources. With information absorbed from books and lectures,
combined with first-hand information gathered from daily observation and participation, not only can |
get to construct the panorama of Japan, but more importantly, I feel deeply touched by some minute
and subtle details in daily routines which strictly link to the core of Japanese spirit. When that happens,
in the street, on the road, under the roof, I can feel an intoxicant moment where I can break through
the ambiguity of the abstract, and set up firm linkage between the “sayings” and the “facts”, with
personal emotional factors involved, as company of the rational, scrupulous academic analyses. That is
the moment where 1 get to shake off prejudices, presumptions and dogma, bravely go out of the
comfort zone and make new discoveries. Breathing the same air as the locals, and experiencing every
path as they do, I feel like something precious that I’ve neglected or taken for granted before start to
show their values. That’s the invaluable treasure from international exchange programs and I would
sincerely thank the faculty of Kyoto University, especially professors and students in this program, for
making it happen.

The program includes lectures on biology, literature, arts, history and political studies in the
research fields of Kyoto University professors. After enjoying a whole lecture fully and absorbedly, we
would later join the spirited discussion with professor and other students. My final presentation was
about the aesthetic principle in Japanese Arts, which was under the influence and inspiration of Assoc.
Prof. Shikiko Yukawa’s lecture: The Aesthetic and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through
Classical Japanese Literature. In my understanding, aesthetics means the deep appreciation and
indulgence in space and time, a glorious and persistent attempt to fix the transient and live the moment
to the fullest. The charms of arts are never directly related to the purpose of life, or the rational
direction we set for ourselves moving forward for the seemingly “greater good”, which most of us
need to gain a sense of security or mundane happiness. The life force constantly catches us up and
thrusts as back into the whirlpool of want and need, the normal routines and guidance that we’ve been
accustomed to. But we all need a sense of sublimation for our souls. We need to feel something that no
only makes us away, though for a short period of time, from the burning self-consciousness and
exhausting desires, but more importantly, provides us with what seems “larger than life”.

We also have elementary Japanese language class for six hours and practice oral ability after class.
The study of language is quite important to the enhancement of aesthetic appreciation of literature and
a step further, the understanding of Japanese distinctive cultural identity.

We have the great pleasure of joining the well-organized field trips, to the Prefectural Assembly, to
the sweets shop, to innovative companies, etc. During our free days, we were lucky enough to have the
company of our Japanese counterparts to enjoy what the city has to offer. We shared great moments
with students from Taipei, Hong Kong and Seoul. Together with our Japanese counterparts, we
examine our mutual perceptions of each other in a vivid context, to provoke insights and refresh our
own medieval, distorted opinions, as we know that actions must be founded on accurate knowledge
about one another. As university students endowed with rich educational resources, we are obligated to
cherish the opportunities, improve our thinking, and try to exert influence on people we can reach, as
part of the grand common goal of boosting understanding and trust in Northeastern Asia.

This program further helps me build up confidence, follow my own passion and be consistent with
it. ’ve long hoped to study the law, in a JD program, for my graduate studies. International law would
be my pursuit, so this experience would be the start of a new chapter as it helps increase ability in this
regard. During my stay, I read a book borrowed from Kyoto University library: the Making of
Northeast Asia.

“If the Northeast Asian trio (China, Japan, Korea) actively collaborate, they could become the
catalyst for a new global order-one of the few potential challenges to US global hegemony. If the trio
finds itself in conflict, its struggles could destabilize Asia, and perhaps the world. “Northeast Asia
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holds, in short, a potential to reshape the world as we know it that is matched only by uncertainties in
the Middle East.” I will continue taking effort the related field with the well-cherished memories from
2016 Kyoto University Summer Program.

I believe a summer program like this one would provide fantastic multi-directional learning
experience for the study of the corresponding regions. To examine theory in a proper context and let
the flow of useful, nutrient information enrich our souls, it’s important to cherish the opportunities of
discussing with professors in their lectures, enjoying the library resources as well as spending quality
time with participants with other regions. It is a form of experiential learning, with deep reflection and
introspection. Through total immersion and active reflections, we can enjoy the enhanced acumen of
observation and self-empowerment. Thus I will always bear the mind and savor the fulfillment of
turning pages of books in the blissful tranquility of the morning, walking carefree and content along
the river bank, and the beautiful dusk on the way back from school.

AMAZING DAYS, AMAZING GAIN
ZHAO TONG, Peking University

The two weeks in Kyoto is one of my best experiences ever. Thanks to Kyoto University, we took
five very interesting lectures, we visited Kyoto Prefectural Office and Kyoto Prefectural Assembly hall,
we went to basic Japanese classes, and we had company tours and a very nice field trip.

During this summer program, one of the most amazing parts is the wonderful lectures given by
professors from Kyoto University. To be honest, I really hope there could be more. I think all of us are
totally impressed by Professor Matsuzawa and his study of Chimpanzees. First, I’'m really moved by
his great enthusiasm for his study. He loves his research not because it can bring him big benefit, but
because he has huge interest in it. That’s the spirit of academy that I learn. Second, his research
methods are very special and original. Typically, researchers make experiments in lab and observations
in field. Professor Matsuzawa, however, does some laboratory experiments and participant
observations. Like, he did some participant observations of the chimpanzees in his laboratory in the
assistance of the mother, instead of isolating the baby chimpanzee. That’s the innovative research
methodology that I learn. As for the outcome, I start to know that chimpanzees live in the world of
here and now, which means they are not anxious about the future, so they never become desperate. We
humans do have anxiety, but we can have hopes too. That’s one of the biggest differences between
chimpanzees and humans, which makes me appreciate all the emotions we can have.

Other lecture that makes a deep impression for me is The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the
Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature by Associate Professor Yukawa. From her
lecture, I learn some basic knowledge about Japanese poetry and aesthetics. I was told that wind,
flowers, the moon and birds are the four main themes of ancient Japanese poetries. Because at that
time, agriculture was the center of life, so everything about climate played a vital role. By reading
some beautiful poetries, [ learnt to appreciate the unparticipative, incomplete and ephemeral beauty. In
another lecture, Kyoto: History and Tradition, I learnt a new approach to understand traditions.
Associate Professor Niels van Steenpaal taught us about invented traditions, which are invented to
serve the Nation-state. He also pointed out that a city doesn’t have to be modern to be successful,
which I totally agree with.

Not only the lectures and the Japanese classes, but also my after-class experience in Japan arouses
my interests in Japanese culture. There’s one I really want to share. Once I went to Nijo Castle in
Kyoto in the afternoon between two classes. There I knew that it was Tokugawa Shogunate’s residence
in Kyoto and also where The Tokugawa family gave power back to the emperor. And a few days later,
when I visited Osaka Castle which Toyotomi Hideyoshi built and lived in, I found that it was the
Tokugawa that killed the Toyotomi and got the power. Thus, the two separate points in Japanese
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history are connected in a line and this line is the first vein of my Japanese history knowledge. I truly
like this way to discover and study something new, by exploring the museum and historical site.

All these above made me very interested in Japanese culture and history. Since next academic year
will be my last school year and I have already taken all the credits required, I can select some courses
not related to my major but with my interests in. So I plan to take some courses about Japanese
literature or history. What’s more, Public Japanese class is always very popular in Peking University.
Maybe I should also go to this class in order to keep studying Japanese.

The other parts of this program are also very amazing. We visited this small local company namely
NABEL. Their service is about automatic egg packing. Now they are very successful and rank No.2 in
this area of world. Instead of extending their business range, they put their focus on what they are
actually good at and make unremitting efforts to pursue first. Their CEO also told us that Japan has
most companies with history of 2000 years or more in the world. The spirit of concentration of
Japanese companies impressed me a lot. It reminds me of my own career choice. Actually for a long
while I’'m kind of confused about what kind of job I should do. These days, more and more people
choose to work in an investment bank or a private equity fund, where they can get really good pay. But
my major is law, so being a lawyer after graduation is more suitable for me. Should I have a quick
learn about finance and apply for jobs about this or insist in my own major and try my best to be a
good lawyer? From what I learn from NABEL, one should insist in their strength and pursue
excellence. Like they say, a mountain is noble not because it is high, but because it has trees. One
should do or learn things as better as he can, not as much as he can. So I think, when the next semester
comes, which by the way is just in a few days, I would apply for jobs regarding law and stick to this
road.

My gain from this program is way more than these. I don’t think I can list them all even if more
words are allowed, because many of them are invisible. They are deep in my heart, shown in my
behaviors and reflected in my mind. I cannot express my appreciation enough to Kyoto University, all
the teachers and friends I know during those days. I could never have imagined a summer program
like this. It’s really amazing days and I got really amazing gain.

Impressed by Kyoto
Zheng Jiarui, Peking University

It’s a great honor to have the chance to take part in Kyoto University’s Summer Program. We spent
unforgettable two weeks in Kyoto and explored the beautiful city with new friends. There were a lot of
things that touched me deeply and motivated me to think and change. And all the people I met, all the
streets I went along and all the books I read gave me better understanding of the country and myself.

During the program, we had basic Japanese class, listened to lectures and visited the government
and companies.

I am so lucky to have listened to the lectures about Japan’s history, culture, literature and politics
given by great professors, from which I learned more about how Japanese people understand their past.
But among all the lectures, the one that shocked me most is that given by professor Tetsuro
Matsuzawa about chimpanzees. As nowadays fewer and fewer people have the enthusiasm to devote
their full life to the field they love both in and out of universities, professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa
showed us his insistence and academic pursuit. It is easy to get to know a chimpanzee, but how about
treating them like family members for one year, ten years and even for the full life? There is nothing
about SCIENCE or NATURE papers, nothing about fame or money. It’s only because the beauty of
nature always attracts people. I can feel my tears in eyes when he howled like a chimpanzee. He taught
me how to be a good researcher and how to stick to my initial dream and never be lured.
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An important reason why I came to Kyoto is that the city, as the ancient capital of Japan, always
attracts me for its unique history and culture. As I major in human geography and urban planning, I am
always curious about how ancient city grows as time passes by, how the image of city changes during
years and how planners balance culture protection and the city’s development. Besides architecture
and construction, I am more interested in the city plans, the laws and the procedure to decide the future
of the city. Its publicly accessible traditions found increasingly recognition as an important resource.
Yet, the modern development of a city of nearly one and a half million inhabitants is also required. It
seems to face the similar challenges as the city of Beijing and Xi’an in China, which worth talking
about.

Thus, I think it is important for me to make full use of this chance to learn more about Kyoto’s
historical protection, urban planning and industrial organization. After reading the materials in the
library and talking with professors in Kyoto University, I got some points about the protection and
reconstruction of ancient cities. I think Kyoto do well in some parts. Which impressed me most is that
people seem to live in their history and traditional culture. Kyoto is not a tourism destination but their
own life. Then what should we learn? First, being respect to traditional culture means having it in your
daily life. It’s always a trade-off of modern lifestyle and historical heritage. Second, it’s better to let
the residents decide their environment. They need more than personal memories or tourism cites for
the old time. Third, community is the unit for urban planning. We should combine “history”,
“environment”, “people” and “culture”.

After I came back to my hometown, Xi’an, Shaanxi province, I interned in a project of Tongguan
ancient town reconstruction. The town used to be one of the most important pass in Chinese history
but was ruined in the 20th century. During which I got better understanding about what I experienced
in Japan. Even though it is designed and constructed by real estate company, the core of the town is
culture. I think it is duty for us, urban planners, to do research and help keep our past. I hope I can
devote myself to the career one day.

To be honor, I fell in love with Kyoto when I first met the city. It is clean and clear everywhere. No
litter on the street even though only a few trash bins can be found. People are so polite to each other
that I say “thank you” and bow many times every day. Bus drivers will say “thank you” to every one
when they get off. The waiters always smile brightly. People would like to come out of their way to
help as long as you need. The respect and kindness of people really impressed me.

We built good relationship with students from Kyoto University, National Taiwan University,
Chinese University of Hong Kong and Yonsei University. The program provided a chance for us to get
to know people from different places and background. We talk about our academic research, our
campus life and share our feeling about the new journey. The friendship will last for long.

Thanks to Kyoto University and the professors, the summer program will be a great treasure in my
life. It influenced me in many aspects and opened up more doors for my future.

My Kyoto Adventure
ZHENG YUAN, Peking University

Having finished my two-week study in Kyoto University, I still remembered the first day I landed
on the field nearly without any sense of the unknown journey later on. Everything around seemed
unfamiliar but was anyhow what I needed to deal with by myself. Since we were given the schedule
on the first campus day, I was surprised by the variety of lessons arranged for us foreign students at
that time. There were even some topics I have never heard about before just like research on
chimpanzees, the effect of politicians’ private villas on political decisions and so on. Therefore, my
heart was full of curiosity as well as expectancy at the very beginning, looking forwards to learning
something new through those lessons.
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However, what I experienced the deepest after finishing the lessons was professors’ devoted attitude
towards academy life rather than some specific research knowledge. For instance, I couldn’t even
imagine someone like Prof. Tetsuro Matsuzawa spending most of his lifetime with groups of
chimpanzees in order to know more about the species before. More importantly, Prof. Matsuzawa
treated chimpanzees as his friends rather than experimental observation objects, even raising baby
chimpanzees as if they were his own children. It was unforgettable that at the end of lecture, Prof.
Matsuzawa simulated the howls of chimpanzees then and there, transforming the timbre and the pitch
continuously to express different kinds of emotions. So devoted and vivid his imitation was that
everyone in the class clapped wildly for him. After then, Professor Han told us that comparing to be a
veterinary in Japan, it was seemingly not worth spending time in lab as an animal researcher because
of the heavy burden without equivalent financial income. According to Professor Han, it was the
enthusiasm towards academy life that motivated them to remain in campus and devote themselves
entirely to science without hesitation. I was also moved by the spirit of pursuing one’s own interest
and developing it into career, which demonstrated that the relationship between interest and career
isn’t always contradictory. Therefore, no matter what job we are going to do in the future, only by
catching it according to our own favor and enjoying the job itself could we gain the sense of happiness
rather than psychological imbalance from meaningless comparisons with others. I think this is what
changed me most on the attitudes towards my life and study.

What’s more, the special experience of studying abroad also improved my understandings towards
relationship between class study and life practice. Before my trip here, my recognition of Japanese
culture mostly came from literature works I have read as well as cartoons and films I have watched.
Since my own major study requires a large amount of readings on worldwide literature works, my
former knowledge even imagination on Kyoto city was influenced deeply by H#E written by )I|%
KR as well as 4BEISF written by —JSHIACK. In those works, Kyoto was described as a city
storing traditional Japanese culture since there was a long history for Kyoto to serve as the capital city.
At the same time, however, authors also felt confused about the gradual disappearance of some
customs ever existing in Kyoto. From then on, I have been looking forwards to experiencing the city
“clipped between tradition and modernization” by myself. During my study here, contact with local
students did change my mind and give me a new inner image of Kyoto, even Japan. To begin with,
people here were all friendly as well as warm-hearted. No matter when and where we met difficulties,
we would get hands from strangers despite the language barrier between us and the local. Afterwards,
Japanese people valued the dignity of strictly obeying social orders thus making everything well-
organized. However, we couldn’t view the situation as a symbol of loss of vitality since it reflected the
common respect towards individuals and could be concluded into “care about human” which was
always praised highly in Japanese society. Finally, Kyoto was truly the city where traditional heritage
and modern lifestyle combined together, however, nearly without any contradiction. Life in Kyoto
comforted residents well even those coming for a short stay would easily fall in love with the
convenient life here. Besides convenient traffic system and highly-developed service industries, we
were supposed to notice the historical heritages which were protected well in Kyoto. We took a round
visit to temples and shrines located at every corner of Kyoto and even participated in a local traditional
festival. When seeing boys and girls in kimonos wondering around the well-reserved ancient
architectures, we could also feel the vitality and accessibility of spiritual traditions. I learned about a
city from literary descriptions, but only when visiting it by myself could I come close to the true face
of it.

Since I have originally decided to transform my major to Journalism and Communication in my
future study, what I learned here encourages me to chase my academic interest even career planning
bravely especially when most of my families doubt my dream of being a journalist. The happy face of
Prof. Matsuzawa when simulating a chimpanzee impressed me a lot and I recognized that was the kind
of appreciation rooted deeply in his heart. Besides, if possible, I would like to be an international
journalist in the future since only the experience itself gives someone sense of reality towards the
world he is living in. Learning from books is always unable to replace the practice in real life and I am
eager to explore the unknown by myself.

At the time I applied for the summer program, [ was confused if it was worth spending a two-week
vacation in a foreign country especially when facing the pressure of entering a higher school. But now,
thanks to my persistence at that time, | know what I learned here deserves all the efforts I have made.

_35_



My Unforgettable Experience in Kyoto University
Sit Man, the Chinese University of Hong Kong

This fantastic program has taught me a lot. It not only makes me know more about the international
relationship and the cultural differences from countries to countries but also enriches my
understanding of Japan in political, social, cultural and academic aspects.

In the second day, we visited Kyoto Prefectural Office and the assembly hall there. I found that the
structure of the hall was so similar to the legislative council of Hong Kong but the aim of the office is
so different from Hong Kong’s one. The previous one hopes to construct a Kyoto city for everyone’s
happiness but the latter one still stagnates at power struggle and wealth disparity issue. It means Hong
Kong comparing to Kyoto has a longer path directing to a comfortable city for everyone.

Then we had a lecture called “Human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees” provided by
Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa, a very famous researcher in chimpanzee study. This lecture made me re-
think the relationship between animals and human beings and I was surprised by the special ability of
chimpanzees. But what impressed me the most is the professor’s research life that was only supported
by his enthusiasm.

In the third day, we had a lecture called “Current situation and prospects of researches and
technologies on food, environment, and life in the world” provided by professor Naoshi Kondo. Again,
I was surprised by Japanese technologies and their effort to pursuit perfection.

However, on the fourth day, I changed my mind as another scholar called Professor Shikiko Yukawa
introduced the aesthetics and sensitivities of Japanese to us and told us that the Japanese also pursuit
imperfection, she also rose some classical Japanese poetry such as waka and haiku as evidence
supporting her idea.

In the fifth and sixth days, the professors introduced the history and culture of Kyoto and analyzed
the relation between politician’s private villas and their political contribution respectively. This
broadened my views and reminded that Japanese government really put lots of effort to preserve the
cultural heritages and these heritages also support the researchers’ work nowadays.

We also had four Basic Japanese lessons. As I haven’t learned Japanese before, it was very difficult
for me to remember the pronunciation of the words and sentences. This really depressed me and on the
other hand, it aroused my interest in learning the Japanese language.

Apart from the lectures and language course arranged by the University, I also visited many temples
and shrines in Kyoto. To be frank, as a Christian, I have refused to visit these places. However, when |
consider them as cultural heritages, [ became so willing to visit them. I have visited so many temples
and shrines such as Heian-Jingu shrine and Rokuonji temple. I tried my best to understand the
histories of the architectural buildings and I was also interested by the different architectural styles
between temples and shrines. And finally I got the reason, the ancient Japanese worshiped two kinds
of creatures, one is Buddha and another one is the gods of Shinto religion which is local religion in
Japan.

As a history student, I would not let myself miss the opportunity to visit the museums in Kyoto.
Among several museums I have visited, the most impressive two are Kyoto National Museum and
Kyoto Municipal Museum of School History. Visiting museum was an enjoyable activity to me, I can
immerse myself into the historical events whole day. It let me substitute into different historical figures
and think the reasons why they implement the policies. In Kyoto National Museum, I was amazed by
many beautiful kimonos, they reminded me of the words said by Professor Shikiko Yukawa — “The
Japanese elements are wind, moon, flower and bird”, but for kimonos, according to the introduction of
the machine, their elements include wind, flower, snow and moon. They are so similar and both of
them represent Japanese culture.

Before I came to this university, | supposed the lecturers and students here should be aggressive and
indifferent. However, I found I was totally wrong, they were so nice and considerate. They guided us
to explore the university and Kyoto cities, to let us know the culture behind the architectures, to
introduce the local conditions and customs, to remind me that what I confuse is more than what I
learned.

This short but brilliant experience in Kyoto university will absolutely be the most unforgettable
memory in my life, I hope I will have another chance to experience senior study here in the future
because I clearly understand that Kyoto University provides the future bright stars with opportunities
to embrace their differences, to share their lives, and thus to generate something new. Moreover, this
program has strengthened my dream to be a secondary teacher who can inspire the students just like
what the professors had done for us!

_36_



Re-exploring Kyoto
Chau Hoi Ching, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Japan is often perceived as an ideal spot for tourism and vacations. Especially for Kyoto, it is a
place that full of modern and historical architecture and fascinating designs. It is an open secret that
people love to travel to Kyoto during their vacations. When I depart on July, I even did not know the
exact location of Kyoto University. However, this trip provides various perspectives of Kyoto, which
made me perceive Japan other than a tourist spot.

We had five lectures about liberal arts subjects in Kyoto University. The professors came from
different departments, and they had their own fields and interests. We have attended an introductory
lecture about chimpanzees from Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa, lecture about food, environment and
agriculture industry from Professor Naoshi Kondo. We also understood more about Kyoto from history,
art and relations between space and politics from Professor Shikiko Yukawa, Professor Niels van
Steenpaal and Professor Souchi Naraoka. I personally study history, meaning that these topics were
new for me. Although the lectures were around two hours, they really inspired me to think how
humans’ lives can be improved in other ways. Professor Niels van Steenpaal’s lecture talked about
Kyoto’s history and Japanese tradition. He argued that people should differentiate between tradition
and memory. People often recognize Kyoto as a historical city with traditional rituals and architecture.
Yet he argued that lots of so-called tradition were merely borrowed or invented due to environmental
changes or commercial reasons. Eventually people took it as part of the history of Kyoto. The lecture
prompted me that we should never judge history in a single way. Instead there are histories of the past,
and we should evaluate the past in numerous ways.

On August 9, we went to visit Miyama Town. It was amazing to see the thatched houses in this
ancient town. The tour guide told us that the roof of each thatched house is repaired every twenty years.
Kyoto is long famous for its local vegetables, which is called Shojin-Ryori. We have picked spinach,
carrot on our own. At last we even cooked them by ourselves. As being a girl grown up in a city, I
would never imagine what a farmer’s life is like. We also went to Shichijo-kanshundo (Ll HE),
and made Japanese-style sweets with Kyoto university students. Once I started to pick up the sweets, I
immediately understood that why Japanese sweets are expensive. Not only they were hand-made, but
they also had detailed and qualified decorations. On other day we visited a local SME called Nabel
company. | really appreciate by the fact that the CEO of Nabel company Kunio Nambu, actually
welcomed us in person. He even gave a presentation about history and career plan of Nobel company.
I am so surprised at the same time flattered, when he gave us his business cards, and thanked us to be
here. Mr. Kunio once said that, “We are not trying to make the biggest company, but the best one.”

One thing impressed me the most is Japanese’s passion and persistence for their lives. Many people
might enter universities just to seek a high-paid job. Some would choose a major in order to get a
secure job, rather than seeking their dreams. Yet attending the Kyoto University’s lectures, lots of
professors really focus on their passions, instead of following others’ paths. Professor Tetsuro
Matsuzawa spent his whole life studying chimpanzees, not because it will bring him fortune but
merely based on his personal interest. Professor Naoshi Kondo studies agriculture industry due to his
family background and passions, and he hopes to contribute the local agriculture industry. In Hong
Kong, we often achieve something for our own sake, but not for happiness of others. Yet for Japanese,
their motives are simple and straightforward. They merely want to study what they love. Majority had
done the same things, but only those persists succeed. I think this life philosophy is very inspiring for
my future career.

Meanwhile, I particularly enjoyed cultural exchange between students of Hong Kong, Japan,
Beijing, Taiwan and South Korea. We often talked about differences between each place and university.
And it is surprising to know that most of us had a lot in common, in terms of campus life, youth
culture and so on. I remembered I had conservation with students from Kyoto University, Peking
University and National Taiwan University. We talked about our city, students’ daily lives and even
daily expenses. It was such a treasurable experience for me to comprehend their concepts of values, as
well as stating my thoughts and doubts about them.

Although the summer school only lasts for fourteen days, it deepened my understanding of Kyoto
and Japanese. | would like to take this opportunity to thank Kyoto University. It was such a treasurable
and fruitful experience for me to explore Japanese culture. Not only had it provided a basic knowledge
of Japanese, but also wide varieties of subjects I have never encountered before. I would also like to
thank Kyoto university students for accompanying us throughout the trip. We even became friends,
and still keep contact through social media. I will always cherish the time we spent together.
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Invaluable experiences in Kyoto University
Kwok Ka Man, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Participating in the two weeks summer program organized by the Kyoto University, I gained a lot of
treasurable and unforgettable experiences and memories which influence my academic studies.

There were many different activities held during this program, including a variety of lectures and
out-of-school activities. Attending the lecture, “‘Human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees”
provided by Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa, I have learnt the differences and similarities between
human beings and chimpanzees. I greatly admire Professor Matsuzawa, who is so enthusiastic to study
chimpanzees that he pays a lot of efforts to learn how to communicate with them. It is so memorable
to see the Professor imitating the sound of a chimpanzee. Not only did I enjoy the lecture of
chimpanzees, but also the lectures on “Current situation and prospects of researches and technologies
on food, environment, and life in the world” showing me many new and unprecedented technologies
used on agriculture; and the lecture called “The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen
through Classical Japanese Literature”, which grants me the first impression of classical Japanese
literature. Motivated by these lectures, I would like to choose some subjects which are not related to
my major, particularly science and literature, as I find them interesting and helpful to widen my
horizon. Taking part in the lecture of “History and culture of Kyoto” giving me understanding on
Japanese traditions and information on the modernization of Kyoto as well as the lecture named
“Space and Politics: Politician’s Private Villas in modern Japan”, which provides me a chance to
acquire knowledge on famous Japanese politicians and the developments and functions of their villas
were the most enjoyable events for me, as a student studying history. I find Japanese history attractive
after these two lectures. Yet, I only have some basic information on the history of modern Japan, so I
would like to take the course teaching both ancient and modern Japanese history in my home
university in order to develop a more comprehensive understanding on Japanese history. In addition,
joining the basic Japanese class in most of the school days, I can simply introduce myself in Japanese
and remember some Japanese vocabulary. However, it is quite difficult to memorize all the Japanese
words in such a short time. If I get a chance, I really hope that I can continue studying Japanese in my
home university so that I can chat with my Japanese friends I made during this program in Japanese.
Moreover, after attending the lecture on the introduction of Kyoto University, | understand that
academic freedom is of vital importance as it facilitates different kinds of research being developed
not because of profits or any other aims, but because of the interests and motivation from the
researchers.

Extra-curricular activities are also the focused part in this program so as to let student experience
the Japanese culture. Thanks to this tour, I have done many things that I had never tried before I came
to Kyoto. It was an absolutely impressive moment for my first time to make Japanese-style sweets and
cook the tempura after harvesting. Additionally, learning to pound the mochi was also a haunting
experience as | have only seen it through animation before.

This program becomes valuable in my life not only because of the academic lectures and the
cultural exchange activities, but also the experiences I gained in Kyoto University. I recognized that
many Japanese students participating in this program are determined to become a Master or a Doctor,
whose attitude inspires me a lot. I have not decided whether I should receive postgraduate program
after finishing my undergraduate studies at this moment. Nonetheless, positively influenced by their
enthusiasm to learn, I started thinking of my future, especially on the issue of taking a postgraduate
program.

Furthermore, the cultural differences 1 experienced in Kyoto University, which is also worth
remembering. The western style campus is very appealing for me because almost none of the
architecture was built in the style like Kyoto University in my home university. What is more, I got a
special and funny experience as the campus is so big that my classmates and I were failed to reach our
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location before one of the lectures. Although it is tired for us to walk around such a big campus under
the hot weather, I enjoyed the atmosphere of the university very much. When I walk around the
campus, I realize that bicycles were parked everywhere tidily. It is quite interesting to me as I travel
around the campus by school bus in my home university, but Japanese students ride their bicycle for
transportation, which is a big contrast for me. Last but not least, it is also an unforgettable experience
to dine at the university canteen. The food sold at school is cheaper than that outside-school, it is
blissful for me to spend only 400-500 yen to buy a tasty Japanese style lunch!

In conclusion, all the experiences I got during this summer program are extremely precious. I learnt
more on Japanese culture and I made friends with Japanese these two weeks. This is an influential
event in my university life as | have decided to have further studies on Japanese history and Japanese
language. I am so thankful that I have got a chance to come to Kyoto University to join this summer
program. I hope I will come to Kyoto again in the coming future!

Uniqueness in Kyoto University
Chang Shih-Lin, National Taiwan University

Kyoto is nothing short of wonderful in my second visit to this beautiful city. Visiting Kyoto as a
participant of Kyoto University Summer Program is memorable which made me have a totally
different vision on my college academic studying plan as well as life. During 2-week period, I took a
couple of inspiring lectures. In the lecture “Human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees”
given by Professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa, not only did the highly-developed immediate image capturing
ability of chimpanzees amazed me, but also Prof. Tetsuro Matsurawa’s enthusiasm for chimpanzees set
an example of pursuing dreams for me. After the presentation, I started to think what is the very thing
that I love, and I am willing to spend a great deal of time, sacrifice lots of things without hesitation
engaging in it just like Prof. Tetsuro Matsurawa does.

On a free day, I traveled to Osaka. Near the Port of Osaka I ran into a street performer doing
juggling. He is a young man at the age of about 25. The thing caught by my eyes was actually his
sense of humor and concentration on performance. Through one-hour performance, he never repeated
the same tricks. Also, his concentration brought out his confidence which made the show exceedingly
entertaining. I had never seen street entertainer like this before. Both Professor Tetsuro Matsurawa and
the street performer taught me a precious lesson about passion and determination. Therefore, as the
summer program finished, I promised to myself that I will find the thing that I truly love. Apparently,
it wouldn’t be accounting, so I chose various subjects that I was interested in, inclusive of architectural
construction, economic history, general biology and linear algebra, in the course enrollment so as to
dig out my enthusiasm. This is the biggest difference I made after the program. I was delighted to have
a broader and deeper view on my future life.

Another thing that impressed me a lot was the freedom of speech in Kyoto University. It was not so
long for me to realize that Kyoto University is quite a character. The freedom in Kyoto University was
anything but superficial, so professors don’t have to publish papers periodically, and the spirit of the
school is to help people to pursue what they really want. As a result of the atmosphere, | think students
and professor in Kyoto University tend to have more independent thinking without interference of
worldly norms. To be honest, during my first year of college, I didn’t have much motivation to gain
knowledge. I didn’t know what I need and I really want, and I even hadn’t deeply contemplated upon
thesis issues. Mostly, I blindly followed others steps to take courses, but it was in fact so dangerous
and a waste of time. Listening to some people’s life stories in Kyoto, I had made up my mind to turn
around.
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In addition, students from China, Korea, Hong Kong attracted my attention a lot. In the classes, they
were not afraid of raising questions, and some students even “fought to ask questions” immediately
after the professor opened to questions.

According to all kinds of questions they brought in, I could imagine the different thinking systems
of each individuals, and that, indeed, surprised me. Some classmates’ language proficiency was
amazing as well. The girl from Singapore and is studying in Yonsei University now was capable of
speaking fluent English, Mandarin, Japanese, Korean, Malay, Singapore-style Chinese, Singapore-
style English which greatly shocked me. Many of participants could also speak 3~4 languages, and
that was quite interesting to me. Mastering a language is the easiest but most important way to
understand a culture, so I was so jealous of them and set a goal for myself to learn Japanese hard in
order to understand Japanese culture more. We had lots of fun by sharing mother languages of each
person during the meals. What even more interesting is that people came from different part of China
spoke different dialects. Some dialects sound just like a foreign language for other Chinese students.
To give an example, I live in Taiwan, so when I spoke Taiwanese to students from China and Hong
Kong, they almost couldn’t understand any words I said. It was such a big impact on me, and
reminded me of how wide the world is. I shouldn’t confine myself on the little island, because there
are always fresh things to discover in the world.

There were more unique experiences in Kyoto University Summer Program. For the first time in my
life, I pulled out carrots and cooked them on my own. It was a special kind of carrot that is thinner and
more strong-tasted compared to the common one in Taiwan; furthermore, [ was deeply touched by the
concept of “beauty of incomplete” lectured by Prof. Shikiko Yukawa, and know much more about
aesthetic perception and background of haiku; I learned Japan is actually not a nation that put much
emphasis on statism as well. All the people, lessons, scenes in Kyoto were new as well as meaningful
to me. They pushed me to embrace my life and make it more colorful.

My Life in Kyoto
Chen Chih-Kang, National Taiwan University

I feel really glad to join the summer program this time in the city of Kyoto.

Among all the encounters in Kyoto, I will take those friends I made the most precious experience
during these two weeks.

I met the students from the Chinese University of Hong Kong soon after I arrived at the Kansai
Airport. On the way together to the hotel and the two weeks afterwards, we had a lot of conversation.
We talked about our school, our life, our environment, and the history of our hometown. We even tried
to learn each other’s local languages, Cantonese and Taiwanese. It is an amazing experience to know
Hong Kong more deeply in a foreign city, Kyoto.

Since that most of the students in this program speak Chinese, the two students from Korea became
obvious. One of them speaks great English, good Japanese and no Chinese, while he could be the one I
talked the most with in all the students. Sometimes, with one or two students from Peking University,
we discuss about the situation on Korean Peninsula, the relationship between Taiwan and China, and
our politic and society. After all, we are all glad to represent our country, and enjoying the chance like
this to communicate with the friends from different cultures.

Due to the fact that the number of the students from Peking University is more than the total number
of the other three universities, there seemed to be an invisible wall between us and them, at least in the
first few days. Some of us from Taiwan even hold an emotion as a kind of wariness toward Chinese
students for some complicated political reasons. However, during these few weeks, when we were
chatting with each other, it seemed that we have been worried too much about it. We even find there is
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somewhat a big difference between how we imagined each other’s life and how we describe our
experience by ourselves. Even the two countries and their government might take each other as a
potential opponent, it does not mean that the students from these two countries couldn’t try to
understand each other. In my personal opinion, it is really a good experience to have a chance to
communicate with the students from Peking University.

On the other hand, there are dozens of local students from Kyoto University joining with us in this
program. They not only perform as the supporters in the lessons, on the holidays, they act as our
friends and guides leading us to discover the colorful history and the dynamic nature in Kyoto area.
We chat a lot in these days, despite the culture backgrounds, I am surprised by the similarity between
us. We both hold an indistinct objection toward the future, while we both share a same, deep concern
on the human society. Some of them come from Niigata or other places in Japan, there are even
students lived in Osaka and taking train to Kyoto every day. However, they still come to us almost
everyday, attending our class and arranging the interesting events for us. In my opinion, without these
classmates from Kyoto University, Kyoto couldn’t become such a beautiful city like the one I
experienced during the past few weeks.

On the lessons and the life in Kyoto University, I am impressed by the lectures provided by the
Kyoto University, especially on the subjects about Japanese literature and the history of Kyoto. That is
a different and unique experience to learn these things related to Japan in exactly Japan. In addition,
beside the lectures, I also enjoy the short talk with Professor Niels van Steenpaal and Professor
Yukawa Shikiko after the lecture. On the other hand, I major in history in National Taiwan University,
I am interested in the East Asian history during nineteenth century to twentieth century, especially on
the relationship between Japan, Ryukyu and Taiwan. Due to it, I have had a meeting with the Professor
Komagome Takeshi, who research on the history of Taiwan under Japanese Empire rule. During the
meeting, we discussed some interesting issues on the rule of the Japanese Empire on Taiwan and
Korea. Despite I could only speak Japanese in the speed which is not fast, Professor Komagome was
still so kind to discuss with me around his research topic and my interesting parts of the history.
During these few weeks, I completely enjoyed the academic environment in Kyoto University. If I got
a chance, it will be an honor and a very good choice to study here for me after I graduated from
National Taiwan University.

Besides, not only the university, the life in Kyoto city also amazed me a lot. For example, sitting on
the bank beside the Kamogawa River and chatting with friends, wandering around old temples like
Toufukuji by oneself and reading novels there, or even go climbing the Inari mountain around Fushimi
Inari Shrine with my friends at night, enjoying the night view from the 500-meter-high mountain and
the comfortable gentle breeze in the autumn night. It seems that I have finally understand the reason
why there were so many philosopher, poet and scholar in this city. In short, Kyoto is a good city for a
person to think. To me, Kyoto is really one of the best places to study.

Finally, I would like to thank to Kyoto University and Kyoto Prefecture, provided us this amazing
chance to experience this fantastic place and make these good friends. It is a unique experience for me
to encounter different students around Eastern Asia, understand the difference and the same place
between us.

When the five students gather again after return to Taiwan from Japan few days ago, talking about
our trip in Kyoto, we all consider the two weeks life in Kyoto this summer must become one of the
best memories in our university life.
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The Days in Kyoto
CHOU KUAN-CHENG, National Taiwan University

Before visiting Kyoto University, I watched the movie KAMOGAWA HORUMO. In this movie I
saw one of the dormitories, & L7290 & 9, in Kyoto University. It is my first impression of Kyoto
and it is also one of my must-see spot in the campus. During my days in Kyoto University, I have
found out some interesting things around the campus. First of all is the architecture in the campus, the
design of Clock Tour Centennial Hall is similar to the architectures in my university, National Taiwan
University. Both universities are imperial universities before World War II and most of the buildings in
NTU build by the Japanese. I have a particular feeling when I saw such a familiar building in Japan.
The second interesting thing I saw in Kyoto University is Japanese students care a lot about the
academic freedom. In Taiwan, we care about the academic freedom, too. However, it is impossible for
my university students to put banners everywhere. It is really a special experience for me to visit a
university full of freedom. The last but not the least interesting thing is about the researches by
Japanese professors. Professor Han told us that Japanese professors can do any researches they are
interested in, no matter it is meaningful or not. It is totally different from the education industry in
Taiwan. In Taiwan, professors are forced to publish a certain amount of papers in a year. It is a pity
that some of them can’t do researches they are interested in, which may cost a long time to finish.

We took lots of different courses in this summer program. School trip courses impressed me the
most. We visited NABEL which is a company famous for its egg packing system in Japan. I have
learned a lot when the company CEO told us his concept of management is to make the company
become a big family. He also told us that he wants to specialize only on his egg packing system and
make it become the best around the world, instead of developing lots of different systems. I totally
understood why he could succeed in Japan. Another interesting school trip course is held by the Kyoto
Prefectural Office. I am majoring in Agronomy, so I was so happy that I could have a harvest
experience and get in touch with Japan agriculture industry. I took the opportunity to talk with local
farmers about The Trans-Pacific Partnership. TPP is the topic I am researching and the direct talk with
farmers become my best martial. Besides school trip courses, we also have lectures in the liberal arts.
Prof. Naoshi Kondo’s lecture about agricultural machinery is the most appealing course to me. I have
heard of Prof. Kondo for many times. During the lectures, I found out there are so many useful
machines we could use. I was learning how to graft two weeks before visiting Kyoto. However, we
don’t need to learn anything with the help of grafting machine. Although we took lots of interesting
courses in the university, we still go to lots of historical spots in Kyoto during our free time. We visited
a huge amount of shrines and temples. Most important of all is that we could ride the bicycle around
Kyoto. It is really comfortable to experience this historic city by bicycle.

During this program, I met students from Peking University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, and
Yonsei University. Although most of us are from East Asia, we have totally different culture and
education background. The time I got along with them is the most precious thing during this program.
I was surprised by the active attitude toward asking questions. Students in Taiwan are usually too shy
to ask questions and passive learning is one of the big studying problems. I could see their desire of
knowledges in every class. When talking with Korean students, Euichin, I realized that I am a person
with limited outlook. He knows so much that I have never heard of, so I paid attention when he is
talking about a new issue. We discussed a lot about Taiwanese and Korean totally different attitude
toward Japan after the two countries colonized by Japan for a long time. [ am so happy that I could
have culture exchange and more international outstanding with these twenty-four outstanding
classmates.

After these two week summer program, I knew the importance of language ability. Some of my
classmates could speak more than three languages, so they could easily communicate with all the
people in this program, even students from Southeast Asia. Therefore, I have made up my mind to
enhance my English skills and begin to learn basic Japanese. Going to America for graduate school
has been always my top choice. However, I think coming to Japan might be another good choice after
this program. In the program I have a good grasp of Kyoto University. I met one of my senior in
school who is studying Agronomy Science in Kyoto University. He briefly introduces the education
system and the university to me. Most important of all, I have deeply fallen in love with this city. I
could say that it will not be the last time I come to Kyoto.

These two weeks in Kyoto truly make my life much more wonderful and colorful and my
classmates show me a correct attitude toward learning. I have to show my thankfulness to all the
professors and students in Kyoto University. Thanks for giving me a wonderful experience.
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What I learn during the summer program in Kyoto University in 2016 summer
Fan Lin, National Taiwan University

Through the summer program in Kyoto University in 2016, I learned lots of things, not just some
information about politics, history, but had some further influences on my attitude toward travel, life,
and world around me.

As a medical student, all the lectures besides Human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees
from Prof. Tetsuro Matsuzawa seem quite different from my major. Also, I used to be someone who
had little interests in those things like history, liberal arts, or politics. However, I saw the different
sides, the beauty of these things, the beauty or the culture in Kyoto.

In this generation, we used to pretend to know everything, we edit and exaggerate, crave addition,
we pretend not to notice the social isolation, yet when we step away from the device of delusion, we
are awaken to see a world without connection, most of us lose the connection with the place, the
people around me, or even the fact that I study in biology, which seems to care much about the lives.

If you ask what I get through the summer program, I can answer you that nothing but everything.
Because what I got is something that cannot be written into a report or paper, but something that I am
very sure it would have profound influences in every steps, every decision I will make in the future in
my life. The most important thing I learned is how to be humble. Every professor who gave the lecture
during the two weeks, or the supporters giving us the best memories in Kyoto, everything, everyone in
Kyoto taught me the true meaning of being humble. The professors deeply love the things they are
doing, they don’t seek reward, they have a clear mind, so they have been able to see more things than
others, they are the observers of the nature, the culture, the world, they might be so small compared
with the nature. But their humbleness and smallness make them see more things and have the clearest
eyes, that’s why I see the humbleness is great.

Second, those students with us during the two weeks, also taught me a lot. There is a saying in
Taiwan, the most beautiful things are the people. The quote best describe how I felt during these days.
People in Japan are the best memories in 2016 summer and in my mind. The Assoc. Prof. Shikiko
Yukawa who gave the lecture about The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through
Classical Japanese Literature [ HAN S22 RS HARNDEEG]]  once said that beauty is
the appreciation of the incomplete, the imperfect, and the unfulfilled. Something not very complete,
not glory, things not perfect, indirect, they don’t complete the 100% of the meaning, hidden inside the
hearts, humble but still simple and charming. Not necessarily attainable, but imaginable; not
necessarily visible, but participated. We might seem to be very tiny in front of the whirlpool of the
long history of the big culture in Kyoto. But it is just these tiny moments, tiny people, tiny memories
that contributed to the eternity of the place and the human culture. And it is also the connection and the
beauty that we can share with the ancient people, the place and the world. I deeply learned that beauty
is not necessarily something we know very well, or something we get many information from its depth,
but it is the emptiness of our heart which would be filled with the wisdom from the real world, i.e.
mother nature.

Deciding to sign up for the program this summer was one of the greatest decisions I made during
my life. In the past year during the freshman year in national Taiwan University, I lost my way in
dealing with the people around me, and lost my way in the path to my dream to become someone who
can help people in the world, and even almost lost my dreams. But, I recharged myself during the two
weeks. I found the way to my dreams and found the way to treat people wholeheartedly and have the
clearest eyes and the humble heart to see the world, also my major.

Two weeks might seem to be very small compared to a person’s whole life, but these unique
moments in the two weeks, accompanied with the people I love so much, with such gorgeous place,
Kyoto, Japan. It would become one of the most beautiful snapshots in my mind, which I would always
cherish during my life, and would show the wisdom, the place and people gave me during these two
weeks in every path, every decision I made, and every smile on my face. And, spare no effort to my
dream, to become someone who makes people in the world more happy.

Thank you Kyoto, thank you Kyoto University, and thank you National Taiwan University and
Taiwan!!
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Report of Two-Week Kyoto Summer Program
Xiao-Ting Lu, National Taiwan University

Before I joined this summer program, I know little about Japan and Kyoto. The reason why I want
to join this summer program is to grasp the chance to communicate internationally. I was interested in
topics in Japanese and East Asian studies ever since I came to Taiwan. I want to know about the most
advanced studies by this chance.

This summer program gave me a comprehensive and easy-to-understand introduction of Kyoto and
Kyoto University. Also I had the chance to learn Japanese. I found Kyoto is an old city with many
beautiful stories and the culture here is worthy to be explored more deeply. During this two-week
summer program, | benefit a lot from the scholarly excellence at Kyoto University. We had some
English-taught excellent lectures on a variety of topics in Japanese and East Asian studies including:
the lecture of Kyoto prefectural administration, human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees,
current situation and prospects of researches and technologies on food, environment, and life in the
world, educational and research activities in Kyoto University, the Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the
Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature, History and culture of Kyoto, and Politician’s
Private Villas in modern Japan.

As for me, the most interesting lecture is the “human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees”
by professor Tetsuro Matsuzawa. From the lecture, Matsuzawa introduced his study on chimpanzee
both in the laboratory and in the wild. The laboratory work is known as “Ai-project" in the Primate
Research Institute of Kyoto University since 1976. A female chimpanzee named Ai learned to use
Arabic numerals to represent the number. The field work has been carried out in Bossou-Nimba,
Guinea, since 1986, focusing on the tool use in the wild. Matsuzawa tries to synthesize the field and
the lab work to understand the mind of chimpanzees, to know the evolutionary origins of human mind.
He published the books such as “Primate origins of human cognition and behavior", “Cognitive
development in chimpanzees", “The chimpanzees of Bossou and Nimba”. I was moved by Professor
Tetsuro Matsuzawa’s passion and his love to chimpanzees. He treated chimpanzees as his family and
tried his best to be family with chimpanzees. He even learned the langue of chimpanzees which
impressed me most.

Form the lectures I found that Kyoto University generated world-class knowledge through freedom
and autonomy in research that conforms with high ethical standards. In Kyoto University, students can
get lots of learning resource from the university and can learn whatever they are interested. Teachers
and students can do the research they interested in and the research filed will not be limited. If I was a
student of Kyoto University, I would be very proud. The most valuable thing for the Kyoto University
is that students can make a stand freely if they want. That will not happen in universities in China or
Taiwan. The universities in China or Taiwan should learn from Kyoto University.

Beside excellent lectures, we also experienced many other interesting activities: campus tour, visit
to Kyoto Prefectural Office, making Japanese-style sweets “wagashi”, Nabel company field trip,
Harvesting Experience, Suntory Beer Factory tour and so on. These experiences made me know more
about the culture in Japan. My favorite part is making Japanese-style sweets “wagashi”. Wagashi are
traditional Japanese confections that are often served with tea, especially the types made of mochi,
anko (azuki bean paste), and fruits. Wagashi are typically made from plant ingredients. In Japan the
word for sweets, kashi, originally referred to fruits and nuts. China learned from India how to produce
sugar and began trading it to Japan. The trade increased and sugar became a common seasoning by the
end of the Muromachi period. Influenced by the introduction of tea and China’s confectionery and dim
sum, the creation of wagashi took off during the Edo period in Japan.

The biggest gain from this summer program is friendship. I got to know many friends from Kyoto
University, Peking University, National Taiwan University, Chinese University of Hong Kong, and
Yonsei University. | had a great time with them. I should thank the students from Kyoto University
most. They treat us so good and so warm-hearted. We got a lot of help from them. Thanks for their
help, we got used to the life in Kyoto quickly and had a good memory with them.

Besides all mentioned before, I love the food in Japan very much. Even the food in the canteen of
Kyoto University is very good. There are many ready-to-eat foods such as salad, sushi, sashimi and so
on. But there are no serious food safety problems, especially problems caused by microorganisms.
That may because of the food cooling system in Japan is good enough. Ready-to-ecat foods are stored
well in low temperature which can prevent the growth of microorganisms.

In a word, I love Kyoto and I want to know more about it.
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46 FIFEE

“The evolutionary origins of human mind viewed from the study of chimpanzees”

| aimed to compare the cognitive function in humans with that of chimpanzees. The
laboratory study is known as Ai project since 1977, and the field study has been carried out
in Bossou-Nimba, Guinea-Conakry, since 1986. Humans and chimpanzees are largely
similar at early developmental stages, however, there remain several crucial differences. In
comparison to humans, chimpanzees are poor in the social referencing ability and have
been very rarely observed to engage in general imitation and active teaching. Young
chimpanzees possess exceptional working memory capacities often superior to those of
human adults. In contrast, their ability to learn the meaning of symbols is relatively poor.
Human infants are typically raised by more than one adult, not only the mother, but also
the father, siblings, grandparents, and the other members of the community. The human
infant is characterized by the stable supine posture of the neonate that enables
face-to-face communication via facial expressions, vocal exchange, manual gestures, and
object manipulation because both hands are free. The stable supine posture makes us
human. The development of social cognition in humans may be integrally linked to this
mother-infant relationship and the species-specific way of rearing the children. In sum,
based on the parallel effort of the fieldwork and the laboratory work of chimpanzees, |
present possible evolutionary and ontogenetic explanations for aspects of cognition that
are uniquely human.

Tetsuro Matsuzawa




47 AXFiEE "The Aesthetics and Sensitivities of the Japanese as seen through Classical Japanese Literature"

As | write this, snow is falling outside my office window. The hills surrounding Kyoto are glistening white and the air is
brisk. The weather is certainly a far cry from the summer heat that enveloped the city when you visited Kyoto University
and took part in the 2016 Summer School Program.
| enjoyed having an opportunity to speak to you about Japanese aesthetic sensitivities to seasonal change and their
natural surroundings. | hope that the lecture offered you a chance to consider the many different and subtle ways in
which the Japanese perceive beauty, whether it be the bright mid-autumn harvest moon on a cloudless night, or the
moon long-anticipated yet not seen for the rain, cherry blossoms in full bloom at the height of spring, or petals
delicately scattered on the water's surface.
After returning to your country and reflecting upon your experiences in Kyoto, you may have discovered that you
perceive Japan, its culture and its people in a different light. And in the process perhaps you have been able to gain a
new perspective of your own country and yourself as well. Best of luck to each of you for a bright and successful future.
Shikiko Yukawa




T

+

4.8 A FFEE "History and culture of Kyoto”

In order to allow you to make the most out of your visit to Kyoto,
this lecture aimed to provide you with the conceptual tools to
appreciate these surroundings on a meta-level. That is, the goal
was not to give a dry overview of the long history of the city of
Kyoto, its people, architecture, or culture, but rather to offer a
framework through which to understand all of these disparate
elements as a whole.

The framework presented was that of “invented traditions”, a
concept that highlights the many different ways in which nation
states have utilized matters like clothing, food, ritual, and
architecture in order to create a shared historical identity amongst
its people. After explaining this concept through the examples of
Shinto-style weddings, Bushido, and Sumo wrestling, we then
moved on to suggest how it relates to the reimagining of the city
of Kyoto in modern times.

Despite the fact that we only had limited time and that history as
such might not be your specific area of interest, | nonetheless
hope that the idea of invented traditionsand the skeptical
approach to historical claims it representswill be of use to you in
your future studies and lives.

Niels VAN STEENPAAL
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