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Director, Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit
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Emiko Ochiai

These days, interaction with people
from various Asian countries, whether
as colleagues, collaborators or clients,
is becoming an inevitable part of life
for all of us living in this globalizing
world. Some of us may end up living
in Asian countries, some working for
companies in Asia, and some finding
love and marriage there. Globalization
has expanded human interaction on

a global scale, but it has also led to
dramatic growth in the intensity of
interaction within the Asian region.

It is essential, therefore, to have an in-
depth understanding of the societies
and cultures of Asia, and an ability to
impart accurate knowledge of Asia to
the rest of the world. Moreover, there is
a real need to develop the capacity to
work with people from Asia and around
the world to build a new world view
and new framework of international
collaboration as well as new self-
perceptions of Asia and Japan in this
changing world.

In order to provide all students at
Kyoto University with opportunities to
acquire such Asia-related capabilities,
we now offer the Studying Asia and
Japan in Kyoto Program. We have also
expanded our initiatives in international
collaborative education, including
overseas study programs and English-
medium classes taught by visiting
professors from partner universities
outside Japan.

So, what do you want to study?
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About the "Studying Japan and Asia in Kyoto" Program

The Studying Japan and Asia in
Kyoto Program is an inter-faculty
initiative designed to enable
structured study of the cultures,
societies, economies, and
environments of Japan and the
Asian region, making use of our
university’s unique location here
in the city of Kyoto.

The program brings together
the diverse resources in Asian
studies and Japanese studies
developed by Kyoto University to
date, and includes collaboration
with universities and research
institutes beyond Japan. It offers
a wide range of classes beginning
at the introductory level and
taught by experts across the
humanities, social sciences, and
natural sciences.

Local and international

students at Kyoto University

use the program to undertake
interdisciplinary study of Asia
and Japan extending beyond
their own fields of specialization.
International students enrich
their knowledge of Japan, while
local Japanese students learn

global approaches to the study
of their own country and the
Asian region. In order to provide
as many students as possible
with on-ground experiences in
Asia, the program offers a wide
range of training and fieldwork
opportunities in various Asian
locations. Students are strongly
encouraged to take advantage of
these in-country opportunities.
They are also expected to
develop the capacity for
independent interaction in Asian
settings through the study of at
least one language other than
English. Choices include Liberal
Arts and General Education
Courses in Chinese, Korean, and
Arabic, and specialized courses
in Vietnamese, Indonesian, Thai,
and Hindi.
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We anticipate that the program’s
structured curriculum will

equip local and international
students with a solid foundation
in Japanese and Asian Studies,
complemented by practical,
interactive experience, preparing
them for successful international
careers with a solid Asian
outlook.

Students who fulfill the credit
requirements for completion of
the program and are approved
by the KUASU Educational
Program Committee will receive
a completion certificate.

*The Studying Japan and Asia in
Kyoto Program was developed
as part of the Kyoto University
International Strategy “2x

by 2020”, and the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology's
Re-Inventing Japan Project
“Rediscovering Japan through
Collaboration in the Open
ASEAN+6 — International
Human Resource Development
Centering on the SEND Program”.
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RiFFEZEZHER Eligibility to enroll in the Program

FERRZEDIEMZEIRE, RZEH A

The program is open to regular undergraduate and graduate degree students of Kyoto University.

#BE{&AE How to enroll each course
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BEICB2ZLEREPMERRHENB L2500 FENET, BEFRITOVTORHALFAL. B
THHRBEHEOHFH BRI THNEDE TS,

Complete the standard course registration procedures at your faculty or graduate school’s administrative
office by the prescribed date. (Class quotas apply in some cases.)

Some subjects in the program are operated as Liberal Arts and General Education Courses or offered by other
faculties within the university. If you require any further guidance regarding enrollment, please contact the
academic affairs staff in your faculty or graduate school’s administrative office.

BTREICHESRBAE - K Credit requirements for program completion
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Upon fulfillment of the credit requirements set forth below, your completion of the program will be officially
approved and you will be issued with a Studying Japan and Asia in Kyoto Program Completion Certificate.

ZRER [HETEETYTEHAR] BIE sa#EEoRE) 2 25,

Studying Japan and Asia in Kyoto Subjects *consult the subject listings for the applicable academic year
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At least 2 credits each must be earned from recommended
subjects in at least three of these subject areas

+
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6 or more
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Total credits required 12 or more
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*For international students, this total may include 2 credits earned in Japanese language subjects specified by the
Educational Program Committee.
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We recommend that you take subjects taught in English and those that include practical overseas experience.
Credits are awarded on a subject-by-subject basis, in accordance with the methods specified in each subject.
The minimum duration of the program is one year.

*Rules concerning credits required for completion of Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees vary depending
on your affiliation. Be sure to check with the academic affairs staff in your faculty or graduate school’s
administrative office.

{ETREHREHE Approval of program completion
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Once you have fulfilled the credit requirements of the program and are approved by the KUASU Educational
Program Committee, you will receive a completion certificate.

EF'?% 3% How to apply
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Kyoto University
1) Send an e-mail message to the KUASU Office
requesting a “Studying Japan and Asia in Kyoto”

E-mail: asean6.edu@bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp

Program Completion Application Form.

2 HFEEICHERIEZEHL . BRUS 2T 2 EH (REEHE) 2RMLT 7YV THAREL=Y
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2) Complete the required fields in the Application Form, attach proof that you have earned the required
credits (your academic transcript), and submit it to the KUASU Office.
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Consult the subject listings for the applicable academic year.

HE% NI FLHHE
Course Title Vietnam In-Country Training

#F BT (ERERMHEERE BERRE Y — #iR)
- #E HET CUEMAER #i%)
Teaching Staff ek 28 (FYTHEREL= b EERTLY 5 — BH)
Prof. Mariko Mori, The International Center, Prof. Emiko Ochiai, Graduate
School of Letters, Assist. Prof. Yuki Sasaki, KUASU/ The International Center,
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Held over two weeks, this course is designed
to foster intercultural understanding 3
through classes in Vietnamese language
and culture at Vietnam National University,
Hanoi. It also includes interaction with local
students in the form of reciprocal learning
through presentations about Japanese
language and culture.

MBE%# FEHHEEFFA

CourseTitle Introduction to Chinese poetry
BUKE FH BT CUEMER #iR)
Teaching Staff Prof. Shoji Hirata, Graduate School of Letters
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This class is intended to build proficiency in reading Chinese classical poetry. More specifically, it
aims to foster familiarity with Chinese poetry forms(prosody, syntax). It is assumed that students will
already have control of intermediate Modern / Classical Chinese and advanced Japanese. Students
should complete and turn in all assigned homework every week.
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Classmates Beyond Borders

NEFLHESINE (LR 3 [E4E)

Vietnam In-Country Training Course participant (third-year student, Faculty of Letters)
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My personal objective in this
program was to make Vietnamese
university students interested in
coming to Japan. Now that the
program is over, however, | have

a different aim for the future: to
make Japanese people interested
in Vietnam.

We took classes in Vietnamese
language and culture almost
every day of the program. | was
impressed by the intricacies of the
Vietnamese custom of altering
forms of address depending on
the individual, and the complexity
of the six-tone intonation

system. One activity that was
especially memorable was the
extracurricular introduction

to Vietnamese cultural
characteristics that we received
on day two, in the form of a tour

of the campus and surrounds.

The exchange session with

local Vietnamese students
involved giving pre-prepared
presentations on various

aspects of Japanese culture. Our
presentation dealt with Japanese
aesthetic sense. The five group
members each introduced a
different topic: martial arts,

tea ceremony, dry gardens,
onomatopoeia, and bento
lunchboxes. This was followed by
discussion with local students.

Out of all my experiences in the
program, the thing that left the
strongest impression on me was
the enthusiasm of the Vietnamese
students learning Japanese. | got a
first-hand taste of the Vietnamese
spirit of friendship toward Japan.
My time in Vietnam made me
realize that in order to build an
even closer relationship between
the two countries, Japanese
people need to take a greater
interest in Vietnam, extend their
knowledge of it, and learn from it.
I myself will maintain my interest
in this country. | hope to continue
learning about it proactively, and
to share my insights with other
Japanese people. | would like

to make use of my Vietnamese
experiences in my future career,
which | hope will involve working
in an international environment.

As an aside, | should mention that
some of the Vietnamese students
| got to know on the program later
came to Japan. Some of them
even came to visit me here in
Kyoto. | feel that | have achieved
the objectives | set for myself on
this program.
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Course Title Immigration and multiculturalism/social integration

BYBE TH MR CUENFER HEHR)

Teaching Staff Assoc. Prof. Wako Asato, Graduate School of Letters
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This class involves providing study support for Filipino children at public primary/secondary
schools in Kyoto, joint research with officials from the Government of the Philippines, and feedback
presentations at government pre-departure training sessions in Manila for the purpose of
understanding multicultural and social integration issues in Japan.

HEH Rt RE

Course Title Rural Sociology
HLHKE FRE ToiE (REZEFFERE HHR)

Teaching Staff Assoc. Prof. Motoki Akitsu, Graduate School of Agriculture
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HEZMEICOVT D Z OB H EHZEH 2B NI 5.

This course deals with the changes taking place in rural society, exploring approaches to

studying those changes in Japan, other Asian countries, and across the world. With regard to rural
communities in Japan, the course provides both a basic overview to prepare students to undertake
their own analysis, and examples drawing on the instructor’s own research work. Trends and

research cases in sociological research on agriculture are also introduced.

74V OBREEZE X5

Exploring Migration Problems in the Philippines

(BRESEIAE - MG Z#EE O 3 [4)

Immigration and multiculturalism/social integration course participant (third-year student, Faculty of Letters)
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This course involved a one-week
stay in the Philippines. It was a
superb opportunity to engage
in hands-on study of the work of
migration-related organizations
such as the CFO (Commission

on Filipinos Overseas), and

to gain direct experience of
Filipino society itself. There were
countless memorable moments
throughout the week.

| was deeply touched by our

visit to a slum community. |

knew of phenomena such as
“street children” through media
reporting, but when | actually set
foot in the slum | was shocked

to find that it was even more
cramped, dark and foul-smelling
than | had everimagined. | felta
great energy among the residents,

who were friendly and very
willing to talk. They seemed to
have a real zest for life. However,
when | remembered that they had
to struggle simply to get enough
to eat from day to day, and that
they accepted their struggle as a
natural part of life, | found myself
at a loss for words.

The most valuable part of the trip
was experiencing the activities

of the CFO. When | saw countless
people coming to the CFO from
day to day to access seminar and
counseling services, | got a real
sense of migration being a key
"industry" for the Philippines.

The number of peddlers and
people standing idly in the city
streets is evidence of the scarcity
of employment opportunities
within the Philippines. When | first
arrived in the country, | thought
simplistically that the government
should focus on initiatives to
boost domestic employment.

But after observing the work of
CFO staff members close up, and
participating in that work through
our presentations, | began to think
differently: if effective systems

are put into place and migration
becomes a more safe and secure
option, migration can become

an "industry" that the Philippines
can be proud of. Migration is a
perfectly natural way to deal with
excesses and shortages in the
workforce. It would surely be a
highly effective strategy for Japan,
where the workforce is currently
dwindling as a result of the low
birthrate and ageing population.

| hope that the activities we were
involved in will contribute to a
stronger relationship between
Japan and the Philippines in the
future.
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BEZ R YT R
Course Title Economic Development and Change in East Asia
BELKE 2| 15 hIRBREEE Bi%)
Teaching Staff

Prof. Deqiang Liu, Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

FRERRE S UCEBAE O 30 REM. BHELREZ RS-, WERBBERIZEDKS> BEAH=X
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ZIILHETATITRBELEOBERIIESIBEDD, TOFETIX. 5 UMBEZHRMIHREL
TWn<,

China has experienced rapid economic growth since it
initiated an Open Door Policy more than three decades ago.
This course focuses on issues such as the mechanisms by
which the Open Door Policy fostered such rapid economic
growth, the economic and social impact of growth

within China, the prospects for sustainable growth, and

the relationship between the Chinese economy and the
economies of other Asian nations, Japan included.

FAL 74—V RREDORT Ya—) (2013 EEDH)
Schedule of Field Research in the East Asian Region in 2013

Date Time Description
11:45 Kansai (Departure)
12-Aug 15:35 Bangkok (Arrival)

Afterwards Hotel Check-in

09:00-09:15 Welcome Speech

09:15-12:00 Lec.turef Society and Culture of Thailand in Thammasat
13-Aug University
12:00-13:00 Lunch

13:30-16:00 Study Tour on Thai Culture

Lecture: Politics and Security of Thailand in Thammasat

09:00-12:00 L
University

ME% 74« 74—=ILRHRAE
Course Title Field Research in the East Asian Region C (ASEAN)
BLHE AF FZ (RBEFEEMREB #12), Yar soE—) (REFEWER Bi%)

Teaching Staff Prof. Shuji Hisano, Assist. Prof. John Lambino, Graduate School of Economics

The goal of this course is to help students better understand the current economic and social
situation in ASEAN countries by participating in a field trip to visit various sites in one of the ASEAN
countries (Thailand in 2013/14) as well as an intensive cross-cultural and interdisciplinary program
(interactive lecture and seminar classes) organized with support from our counterpart university.
The students are expected to develop a sense of reality on the ground with an international
comparative perspective.

1AUG1712:00-13:00 | Lunch
14:30-16:30 Study Tour on Thai Politics
Lecture: Situation of Japanese Companies in Thailand by
10:00-12:00 Secretary-General of Japanese Chamber of Commerce,
15-Aug Bangkok
13:30-17:00 Study Tour on Thai Business
09:00-12:00 Lecture: Thai Economy in Thammasat University
14:00-15:00 Seminar: ASEAN in Global Trend in Thammasat University
16-AUg  [=-== === fm-ms o esomosossos-ososooosoooooo-oso-o-
15:00-17:00 Student Workshop
17:00-18:00 Farewell Dinner and Certificate Presentation Ceremony
Lecture (Joint Participation): International Relations and
09:00-12:00 International Political Economy of Thailand in Thammasat
University
17-AUg  [-=-=-------f--m o mmom oo ooooooooooooo-o--oo--o

Lecture (Joint Participation) : ASEAN Cooperation in
13:00-16:00 Political, Economic and Socio-Cultural Dimensions (PD
601) in Thammasat University

18-Aug Whole Day Study Tour on Thai Culture

13:05 Bangkok (Departure)

19-Aug 14:15 Chiang Mai (Arrival)

Afterwards Hotel Check-In

Study tour about government policy on and current

9:30-12:00 condition of trade in Northern Thailand

20AU9 1713001430 | Lecture: Society and Culture in NorthernThailand
115:00-1630 | Lecture: Socioeconomic History of NorthernThailand
pag |301290 | studyTourofsapanese | CompanyA
13:00-15:30 Companies in Chiang Mai Company B
8:00 ,\DAZ?ZUEJSE from Chiang
000 || Arival at the farm, Lecture
12:00 Study Tour of a Thai Food Lunch in the farm
1300 Company (AC Foods) Tourofthefarm
oA | 1430 | Departure from the farm
60 || Arival at Chiang Mai
"""""" Preparation for Retumn to Japan
2050 | Chiang Mai (Departure)
2210 | Bangkok (Arrval)
2330 | Bangkok (Departure)
23-Aug 7:00 Kansai (Arrival)

Message from the Instructor

d
John Lambino

Assist. Prof.,
Graduate School of Economics

| have spent more than 10 years
in Kyoto and Kyoto University.
And yet, | still find the place
stimulating for intellectual and
personal growth. While Kyoto
University is an excellent place to
do research, Kyoto is an excellent
place to experience and learn

about Japan and Asia.
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Course Title Introduction to Analytic Asian Philosophy

BYBE HO BRR CUENTZER HEER) i

Teaching Staff Assoc. Prof. Yasuo Deguchi, Graduate School of Letters

Analytic Asian Philosophy is a brand-new field where Asian ideas of Buddhism, Daoism,
Confucianism, the Kyoto School, etc. are approached from the perspectives of contemporary
analytic philosophy and non-classical logic.

This lecture features the world’s frontrunners in Analytic Asian Philosophy, and gives you an
overview on its status quo and future developments.

HEERAR [T O TBEAM] 2% LT

Experience note on "Introduction to Analytic Asian Philosophy"

AT T EEERETHH
BHEZBHDSBE, KEE
BEOWTITHEAM I,
Il PREsShELL, [11]
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MBE# R7IO7I2=77—0vavy
CourseTitle The East Asia Junior Workshop
BLUHKE S BET CCEMERER) . RE MR CLEMERRERR)
Teaching Staff Prof. Emiko Ochiai, Assoc. Prof. Wako Asato, Graduate School of Letters

BERE. VIILKE, BERRZOHKFEZHEPARTEEL VL2 EEEERE. Gt v
TIWEEOWT NP TRE T, SBEREOZENEET 274 —IVRT—ZIZBHLIzD5,
BHPEECTHEREEZTIHEET IV av T THR.

This international collaborative course is taught jointly by sociologists from National Taiwan

University, Seoul National University, and Kyoto University. It is hosted alternately in Taipei,
Seoul, and Kyoto. Students participate in fieldwork organized by the host university, followed by

workshops in which they report on their own research projects in English.
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e, AABBREIIO VWO
DEBHRVIEFVE L. T
ROBZEFRE XA LELIZIE
I, HOSLER. Z24E25
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L7z. (ERASMUS HfZEE=/\
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Some of the world’s front
runners of Analytic Asian
philosophy delivered English
lectures for the “Introduction
to Analytic Asian Philosophy
I, 1I". 7 graduate students
from Asian countries also
participated in one of the
lectures. Prof. Deguchi also
gave English lectures and
seminars on relevant topics.
Below are some voices from

the students.

eln “Introduction to Analytic
Asian Philosophy I", three
professors from overseas gave a
cutting-edge series of lectures on
various topics in Buddhist thought
and contemporary philosophy.

In the beginning, | felt some
difficulties in making questions
and writing term papers in
English, for instance.

But | gradually got used to

them and came to realize how
important and enjoyable it is

to understand, think about and
express ideas in English. (student
of the Graduate School of Letters,
Kyoto University)

|n his seminar series

“Introduction to Analytic Asian
Philosophy II", Prof. Priest of
the City University of New York
applied contemporary theories,
such as non-classical logic and
metaphysics, to a wide range of
Buddhist thought. He offered
fresh treatment of these topics
and greatly enhanced my
understanding of them.

| was pleasantly surprised by
the closeness of the philosophy
community in Kyoto University.
Prof. Deguchi is an excellent
teacher who commands a great
deal of respect as well as love
from his students. | can imagine
that studying philosophy here
would be both enjoyable and
enriching. (graduate student of
National University of Singapore)

eThree months stay in Kyoto
University enormously enriched
my research. Through weekly
study sessions, lectures by
internationally recognized
scholars, the Next Generation
Global Workshop, workshops

at other universities to which |
was introduced by KUASU, and
research visits to Singapore

and Taiwan, | met new people,
participated in talks and
exchanged ideas at least once a
week, sometimes even four times
a week! (An Erasmus research
fellow who obtained a Ph.D. from
University of Hawaii)
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Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit (KUASU)

Graduate Schools and Research Institutions in Kyoto University

@3CEER « XFHAFE} Graduate School of Letters D 1Ivisions
FITHEEE/ AHERERREY Y —
Asian Research Center for the Intimate and Public Spheres SCﬂ:*BFi
Al
BREY - RESRERREY 5 — Humanities

Center for Applied Philosophy and Ethics

@ FFFER - BFEFIMZER! Graduate School of Economics

R UTEAERREY 5~ 12 FERFI 2RI
Center for East Asian Economic Studies Economics Social Studies EFfESgERF &
fRFEHEE

R7I7HGIREREHRRI—R Partner Universities

International C for East Asia Sustainable E i and

geszll;pl;r;:tsczﬁgsi:sor ast Asia Sustainable Economic S N S,
Environmental

OREEEXFMR Studies

d School of M
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Graduate School of Asian and African Area Studies

OHEFFE - BEFMFRH

Graduate School of Education
OEFH - REFMER

Graduate School of Agriculture
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Center for Southeast Asian Studies ww ww
O AXXRIEFRFRR
Institute for Research in Humanities
OERZ Ry —

The International Center

KUASU 0 HEEERE Turs 7L
KUASU International Collaborative Program

for Global Human Resource Development
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Nurturing Global Experts and Leaders Contributing to the Sustainable Development of Asia
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EFSEEATEIEE  Joint Ph.D. Supervision

Creation
e O KHSENDZ7O45L - Long-term SEND Program
ORMFLERE-ZA « Long-term Student Exchange
Ph.D. level @45 7714 U—4IE -Double Degree System R

OB EZRE - 1B « Faculty Exchange Za—
I—92av7 Z1=ILK7—=2
Next-Generation AVI=IvT

Global g
Workshop Field Work
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Learning International Collaborative Course on Asian Studies
et/ @ EHA-58HISEND 704/ 54 -Longand Short-term SEND Program UnPi\a/retr:ietEes
B3 4 E ORI - EHREE-BA - Long and Short-term Student Exchange and
nM‘A./ QB HREIE - Credit Transfer System Research
Undergraduate OB EFIRIE - 1R Faculty Exchange Institutions

level

TREBTHER
FITERE,

“H% SXILERRANE s n Ryoro"
Encounter Cross-Cultural Understanding Program
o @4 EHASENDZO%5 5L - Short-term SEND Program

Undergraduate O fth = FEIHE - Overseas Language Training
level OEHFLERE - ZA - Short-term Student Exchange

OB HIRHIE - Credit Transfer System
OHRFIRE - 1B - Faculty Exchange
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Multi-stage Comprehensive International Partnership Program
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Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit (KUASU) is an
interdisciplinary academic network, established

in December 2012 through collaboration between
six graduate schools, two research centers, and the
International Center at Kyoto University. KUASU

is pursuing a range of research and educational
projects in four research fields in partnership

with universities and research institutes not only
in Asia but worldwide (with a total of 55 partners
at present) with a view to advancing mutual
understanding among people in Asia and round
the world, and addressing the challenges which
they share.

Our activities are directed to the achievement of
the following three missions:

—_

. Creation of a world-leading research center for
integrated Asian studies through international
and interdisciplinary collaboration.

2. Global human resource development through
an international collaborative program for
graduate studies.

3. Establishment of a common foundation for
mutual understanding and problem-solving
through Asian studies.
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Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit (KUASU)
offers a comprehensive, structured international
collaborative education program in Asian studies
across three stages.

The first stage involves education for cross-cultural
understanding. Mastery of English is expected,
but students are also encouraged to look further
and study multiple languages. A wide range of
Asian language courses are offered, together with
opportunities to gain deeper social and cultural
insights through study experiences in China,
Taiwan, South Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, and
Indonesia.

The second stage is specialized international
collaborative education. Students receive a solid
grounding in Asian studies and Japanese studies,
two of Kyoto University’s traditional strengths, and
develop a multi-faceted understanding of Asia
through classes taught by experts invited from
universities beyond Japan.

The third stage is international joint research
supervision for doctoral students. An international
research environment is assured by a system
under which Kyoto University students spend a
significant time pursuing research toward their
doctoral dissertations at universities abroad,
while students from our international partner
institutions spend time at Kyoto University.



HEMARZEEEE [ 2x by 2020 ] ic20n<T

About the 2x by 2020 Initiative
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In the midst of rapidly advancing globalization,
Kyoto University has formulated a new
international strategy, The 2x by 2020* Initiative,
to ensure that the university's internationalization
continues to progress with stability and a sense of
purpose. Based on our mission statement, The 2x
by 2020 Initiative is formed around three central
pillars of Research, Education, and International
Service, and its driving force can be found in

the academic traditions, creativity, and rich
accumulation of culture for which the university is
internationally renowned.

Research: We will strive to promote academic
research which is at the vanguard of international
standards, emphasizing a collaborative approach
to ensure our competitiveness in the international
arena. We will seek to internationalize our faculty
and staff by providing opportunities for overseas
experience, and we will raise the university's
international profile through the dissemination of
our research results.

Education: We will maintain a high standard of
quality assurance to ensure that our graduates
have highly developed international skills, which
combine cross-cultural understanding, negotiation
abilities, and specialized skills. And through
measures such as the enhancement of our systems
and opportunities for student mobility, we will
seek to foster within our students the international
awareness vital to playing leading international
roles.

International Contribution: We will apply the
combined strength of the university to seeking
solutions to global-scale problems relating to
population, food, the environment, resources,
energy, and medical care. In doing so, we will
further enhance our contribution to global society.

*What is “2x by 2020” (Double by Twenty-Twenty)? “2x
by 2020 is the slogan of the new International Strategy,
by means of which Kyoto University aims to double
its international indices in research, education and
international service by the year 2020.
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My Experiences with Language Learning and Research

Il BEE (FPY7HRHABLI=v HEPH / HHSHEE. SHREREORLR)
Masahiro Yamada, Assist. Professor, Kyoto University Asian Studies Unit / Researcher on Linguistic Theory,
Description of Dunan Island (Yonaguni-Ryukyuan)
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When | was a college student |
started studying English to read
more papers on linguistics. |
have been presenting my work in
English throughout my graduate
career to communicate with
researchers at a global level,

but there were places that my
language skill took me where

| didn’t expect to go. Namely,
during my Dive Master training

course in Malaysia and the first
freediving championship in Japan,
| worked on risk management

for the divers from all over the
world. | didn't expect that | would
be responsible for human life
because of the English training
that | started for academic
purposes. If | couldn’t speak
English, | would have missed these
opportunities for sure. However,

| believe it is more important to
be an expert in linguistics, risk
management in the ocean, etc.
than just being able to speak
English. Once you find what you
want to pursue, the necessity of
studying abroad and studying
English and other languages will
emerge by itself. | believe you will
learn a lot from the stuff that you
do for what you want to do

I would like all of you enrolled in
this program to find something
that you want wholeheartedly

to explore. It is my hope that

this will help you to identify the
study and overseas experiences
that you need to undertake and
will continue to accumulate
throughout out the course of your

life.
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